February 2,2023 OCEANA

Mr. Simon Kinneen

North Pacific Fishery Management Council
1007 West 3rd Avenue, Suite 400

L92 Building, 4th floor

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

RE: Gulf of Alaska Habitat Conservation
Dear Chair Kinneen and Council members:

Healthy ocean habitats are essential for fish populations and other marine life to survive and
grow. As climate change threats become more present and alarming, protecting ocean habitats
becomes even more necessary. We write to request that the North Pacific Fishery Management
Council initiate a public process to protect essential fish habitats, particularly in the Gulf of Alaska.

The central and western Gulf of Alaska - spanning over 1,200 miles from Yakutat to the Aleutian
Islands - is the last place off the Alaska coast where the Council has not already limited the
bottom trawl footprint. According to the National Academy of Sciences, bottom trawling is the
most destructive form of fishing on seafloor habitats. Bottom trawlers in Alaska also catch and
often waste nontargeted salmon, halibut, crab and other species central to the lives of Alaskans.

Over the years the Council has championed ecosystem-based fishery management and a
precautionary approach to habitat conservation. For example, the Council implemented a “freeze
the footprint” approach to trawling in the Aleutian Islands. In doing so, the Council limited bottom
trawling to areas where it was already occurring and protected important coral and sponge
gardens. This protected more than 95% of the Aleutian Islands region, while still ensuring a robust
groundfish fishery.

The same precautionary approach to bottom trawling is now the basis of NOAA'’s National
Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems.! It has been implemented in the Arctic
Ocean, Bering Sea, and ocean waters off California, Oregon and Washington. Yet only 10% of the
central and western Gulf of Alaska region is currently protected year-round from bottom trawling.

As you plan for climate ready fisheries and take actions to ensure the health of Alaska's fisheries
and oceans, you must continue to protect ocean habitats from bottom trawling. Importantly, the
Council should take this opportunity now to freeze the trawl footprint and protect important
ecological areas in the Gulf of Alaska. This should be achieved in a way that protects and enhances
essential fish habitats while maintaining Alaska’s vital seafood industry.

At the February 2023 Council meeting please initiate a public process to amend the Gulf of Alaska
Groundfish Fishery Management Plan to protect seafloor habitats and the deep-sea.

Sincerely,

661 Residents of Alaska, Washington and Oregon

1 See: NOAA Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems (2010) at 27-38



https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/565
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Damascus
Bremerton
Eagle River
Selma
Corvallis
Yachats
Talent
Maple Falls
Clarkston
Seattle
Grants Pass
Seattle
Oregon City
Juneau
Port Orchard
Anchorage
Portland
Deer Park
Portland
Raymond
Kent
Seattle
Kent
Portland
Seattle
Redmond
Eugene
Kenai
Seattle
Chugiak
Olalla
Bellingham
Eugene
Portland
Portland
Depoe Bay

Washington
Washington
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Alaska
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Alaska
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Washington
Alaska
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon

98362-2501
98368-3058

98282
97031-2215
98685-1256
97317-6584

98513
99518-1668

97056

97330
97537-5512
97212-1043
97502-1379
97089-6521
98337-1368
99577-7903
97538-9528
97330-2824
97498-0788
97540-7005
98266-2004
99403-2576
98105-4817
97527-5044

98133
97045-8705
99801-9536
96818-3022
99515-2181
97202-5151
99006-8352

97220
98577-9220
98031-2673

98109
98031-3166
97213-3021
98105-7104

98053
97402-3359
99611-0148
98146-1643

99567

98359
98226-9536
97408-5915
97215-2460
97213-3952

97341



Shandra
Cheryl
Jody
Eric
Francisco
Peggy
Judy
Mary Lynn Willis
Adina
Mary Beth
Richard
Dina

K

Justin
Sherry
Edna
Aaron
Reg
Marjorie
Roberta
Shelly
Dana
Neilia
Janet
Susan
Savanah
Sandra
Nora
JoAnn
Brandon
Margie
Debbi
Kelley
Elaine
Karen
Ann
Penny
Alison
Maya
Natalie
Peter
Mandy
Debra
Linda
Michael
Ethel
Pam
Brita
Bruce

Officer
Olson
Olvera
Osborne
Oyarzun
Page
Palmer
Parodi
Parsley
Pattyn
Payne
Pearl-Thomas
Pendergrass
Penn
Pennington
Penson
Peplowski
Peratrovich
Peterson
Peterson
Peterson
Petre-Miller
Pierson
Pinneo
Pitiger
Plank
Pocholec
Polk

Polley
Potter
Pratchenko
Pratt

Price
Priday
Procter
Pryich
Puhak
Quinn
Rainey
Ranker
Reagel
Redder
Rehn
Reilly
Renfrow
Renner
Rensch
Rice
Richards

Springfield
Spokane Valley
Seattle
Nome
Portland
Stanwood
Tonasket
Portland
Stanwood
Eugene
Beaverton
Bellingham
Seattle
Anchorage
Kent
Beaverton
Federal Way
Anchorage
OR Medford
Ketchikan
Anacortes
Keizer

Cave Junction
Issaquah
Vashon
Sitka

Veneta
Portland
Poulsbo
Cottage Grove
Medford
Seattle
Kirkland
Powell Butte
Anchorage
Mount Vernon
Kodiak
Seattle
Fairbanks
North Bend
Burien
Soldotna
Portland
Seattle
Portland

Fall City
Saint Helens
Juneau
Beaverton

Oregon
Washington
Washington
Alaska
Alaska
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Washington
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Alaska
Oregon
Alaska
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Alaska
Washington
Alaska
Alaska
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Alaska
Oregon
Washington
Alaska
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Oregon
Alaska
Oregon

97477-2317
99206-5995
98122-2802
99762
97202-1925
98292-6268
98855-9440
97223-3329
98292-7843
97405-4560
97078-1418
98225
98168-2216
99501
98032
97006-6813
98023-5406
99501
97501
99901
98221-1848
97303-3534
97523
98027-3615
98070-6446
99835
97487-8742
97206-6605
98370
97424-1359
97504-9366
98199-2153
98033
97753-1829
99517-1249
98273
99615
98103-5336
99709
97459
98148-1286
99669-6300
97202-4557
90630
97213-3805
98024-8724
97051-2933
99801-8433
97005-4615



Geoffrey
Tracy
Carolyn
Juanita J
Norman
Barbara
Kenneth
Martin
Jim
Nancy
Kathryn
David
Kathleen
Brent
Patricia
Randall
Sharon
Janna
Barbara
Virginia
Eric

Joe
Rosemary
Richard
Kathleen
Sandra
Tim & Jennifer
Peter
Noushin
Alex
Kiril
James
Anita
Dan
Jayme
Jean
Susan
JR

Maria
John
Paula
Steve
Jimmy
Steve

w

Paul
Eileen
Daniel
Lydia

Richards
Richards
Riddle
Rinas
Ritchie
Rizzo
Robbins
Robbins
Roberts
Roberts
Robinson
Robison
Roche
Rocks
Rodgers
Roebuck
Rogers
Rolland
Rosenkotter
Rosenkranz
Ross

Ross

Ross
Rothstein
Ruiz
Russell
Rymer
Sabo
Safaie
Samarin
Sanarov
Santoro
Scheunemann
Schneider
Schroeder
Schwinberg
Scott

Scrib
Sellitto
Selove
Shafransky
Shapiro
Shaw
Sheehy
Shelden
Sherman
Sherry
Sherwood
Sherwood

Poulsbo
Clackamas
Vancouver
Eugene
Gresham
Seal Rock
Pendleton
Astoria
Kirkland
Kirkland
Gladstone
Friday Harbor
Bend
Portland
Kirkland
Lynden
Coos Bay
Seattle

Deer Harbor
Portland
Sweet Home
Olympia
The Dalles
Anchorage
Seaside
Pullman
Port Angeles
Seattle
Seattle

Bend
Homer
Vancouver
Rochester
Seattle

Sitka

Seattle
Vancouver
Ellensburg
Seward
Eugene
Sedro Woolley
Seattle
Hillsboro
Klamath Falls
Portland
Wood Village
Salem

Eagle River
Bellingham

Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Washington
Washington
Washington
Alaska
Alaska
Washington
Washington
Alaska
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Alaska
Washington

98370-7603
97015-8418

98685
97402-4270

97080
97376-9537
97801-4452
97103-8528
98033-6386
98033-6386
97027-2252

98250-7132

97701-8232
97201-6132
98034-5324

98264
97420-3339
98115-7310
98243-0136

97221

97386
98506-3000
97058-1045

99517
97138-6808
99163-2233

98362

98107
98102-5044
97703-8407

99603
98685-2049
98579-8693
98115-4217

99835
98115-6564
98664-4138
98926-3520

99664
97405-3335
98284-8586
98144-5517

97123
97603-8303
97239-2043
97060-1144
97304-4225

99505

98229



Jamie
Katrina
Susan
Uly
Barbara
John
Jill
Veena
Dresden
Annette
Ken
Baker
D
Mollie
Renee
Sagen
William
George
Valerie
Mary
Tobi
John
Lori
Nancy
Tiffany
John
Andrea
Dan
Leslie
Alycia
Andrew
Martha
Laura
Jan
Leslie
James
Pauline
Elizabeth
Deborah
Molly
Miranda
David
Janet
James
Bethany
Trisha
Kimberly
Mary
Susan

Shields
Shortridge
Shouse
Silkey

Sim
Simanton
Simpson
Singwi
Skees-Gregory
Skelley
Slack
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Sneiderwine
Snipes
Snyder
Solum
Solvang
Sonin
Sorensen
Sowersby
Spahn
Spahr
Speed
Spies
Spurling
Staats
Stanger
Stevens
Stice
Stone
Stone
Strickler
Strong
Sundquist
Susnjara
Sutor
Sutton
Sweet
Swihart
Taylor
Temple
TenBroeke
Teraberry
Thiel
Thiel

Portland
Corvallis
Everett
Fairbanks
Seattle
Spokane
Bandon
Eugene
Hillsboro
Port Angeles
Manor
Seattle
Olympia
Florence
Port Angeles
Ashland
Vancouver
Portland
Forest Grove
Bellingham
Richland
Douglas
Arlington
Roseburg
Portland
Florence
Tacoma
Soldotna
Seattle
Seattle
Lacey
Wallowa
Eugene
Aloha
Ellensburg
Eugene
Juneau
Kenmore
West Linn
Spokane
Portland
Portland
Long Beach
Seattle
Bellevue
Portland
Seattle
Portland
Spanaway

Alaska
Oregon
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Washington

97229-8985
97333-3959
98201-2546
99701-4415
98105-4953
99204-3519
97411-0807
97404-1081
97124-9411

92069

98021
98168-2114
98506-9650
97439-9295
98467-4503
97520-3696
98683-8333
97206-7747

97116
98226-1232
98024-0730

99824

98223
97470-1548
97202-5020

97439
98445-2443

99669

98125
98115-6004
98503-1636
97885-8500

97402
97007-4732
98926-2403
97401-3414

99801
98028-3915
97068-4034
99224-8211
97233-1871
97213-2079
98631-1506
98109-5365

98008

97267

98112
97266-5650
98387-7630



Suzanne
Al

Janie
Karl
Lauren
Maye
Robert
Hillary
Rebecca
David
Sandra
Myrna
Barbara
Carolyn
Barry
David
Adam
Emily
Wendy
Reutov
Martha
Carol
Susan
Andrea
Susan
Nora
Tien
Janet
Nadine
Elizabeth
Donald
Ann
Elizabeth
Lindy
Pamela
Susan
Tamara
Linda
Elyette
Rachel
Alice
Allen
Rodney
Bruce
Nancy
GM
Adrian
Kimberly
Barbara

Thielen
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thompson
Thompson
Thornhill
Tiefer
Tilden
Todnem
Tomlinson
Torrie
Tountas
Treadway
Truman
Tvedt
Udovich
Van Alyne
Vanderwerf
Varsanofy
Vest
Voeller
Vogt

Vos
Vossler
Vralsted-Thomas
Vu
Wadlington
Wallace
Walton
Wanlin
Wardowski
Warriner
Weaver
Weaver
Wechsler
Wecker
Weedman
Weinstein
Wells
West
Wheeland
Whisenhunt
White
White
Whiting
Whorton
Wick
Wight

Seattle
Tacoma
Eugene
Anchor Point
Portland
Portland
Clackamas
Portland
Aumsville
Port Angeles
Seattle
Seattle
Shoreline
Lacey
Monroe
Eugene
Olympia
West Richland
Beaverton
Wasilla
Portland
Salem
Fairbanks
Tulalip
Kirkland
Medical Lake
Renton
Fruitland
Tacoma
Sammamish
Bellingham
Hillsboro
Bend

Salem
Fairbanks
Corvallis
Portland
Normandy Park
Olympia
Portland
Portland
Portland
Roseburg
Kirkland
Spokane Valley
Joseph
Seattle
Buxton
Edmonds

Washington
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Alaska
Oregon
Oregon
Alaska
Alaska
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Alaska
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Washington

98116-4914

98411
97402-9037

99556
97206-5551

97215
97015-7703
97219-3369
97325-0122
98362-8930
98117-2849

98105
98155-1531
98503-2561

98257
97404-3080
98502-3821
99353-7405
97006-1021

99623
97222-7227
97301-9603
99712-2502
98271-9306
98034-5705
99216-2197
98059-7071

99129
98407-6338
98074-6617
98225-1616
97124-7513
97703-2311
97304-2951
99709-6835
97330-9207

97223
98107-3118

98501
97219-5226
97215-2646
97217-4267

97471

98034
99216-0202
97846-0591
98105-3840
97109-9507
98026-8616



Janice
Mariela
Jennifer
Annski E
Glen
Kendra
Emily
Sherry
Kathy
Steve
AnneT
David
Margaret
Leann
Julie Ann
April
Bradley
Bridget
Jill
Pamela
Shelly
Julie
John
Cynthia
Daniel

Wilfing
Wilkes
Will
Williams
Williams
Williams
Willoughby
Wilmsen
Wilson
Wilson
Winn
Winthrop
Woll
Wolley
Woodman
Woods
Wright
Wyatt
Wyatt
Yates
Young
Zamost
Zey
Zimmermann
Zizza

Port Angeles
Salem

Bend
Eugene
Yakima
Seattle
Tukwila
Lincoln City
Port Ludlow

Gleneden Beach

Portland

Camano Island

Bellingham
Tualatin
Seattle
Anchorage
Shoreline
Portland
Baker City
Gresham
La Pine
Eugene
Sequim
Lynnwood
Seattle

Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Oregon
Washington
Alaska
Washington
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Oregon
Washington
Washington
Washington

98382-8513
97302-5723
97701-9541
97405-4150
98908-9647

98126

98188-3250

97367-9773
98365-9775
97388-0231
97214-4270
98282-8530

98225
97062-7124

98117
99504-3724
98155-5246
97209-4748
97814-1626

97030
97739-7529
97402-3174
98382-9320

98037-3891

98117-4106
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