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Dear Chairman Kinneen,
 
I am a commercial halibut and black cod fisherman of 24 years and also a member of the NPFMC’s IFQ Committee. Throughout my fishing career I have witnessed halibut abundance go from healthy and abundant levels to what appears to be a steady and concerning decline. All the while, halibut bycatch levels have been left to static caps, applied by sector, to fisheries for groundfish species. As halibut abundance declined, static bycatch caps have resulted in halibut PSC (bycatch) becoming a larger portion of total halibut removals. Thereby, further reducing the proportion and amount of halibut available for harvest in the directed halibut fisheries.  Case in point, In 2015, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council reduced halibut bycatch caps by 21% overall when halibut abundance had fallen over 40% since the Bering Sea caps were set. The heinous actions of the Council then left the brunt of halibut conservation to fall on the directed halibut fishery. In fact, in some years, the amount of halibut being discarded from the Amendment 80 fleet in the BSAI exceeded the amount dedicated to the directed halibut fishery. Why should the directed halibut fishery and its associated communities continue to suffer the inequitable treatment  by the Council for the benefit of the 16 bottom trawl vessels comprising the Amendment 80 fleet who are responsible for 60% of the BSAI halibut bycatch. 

Don’t let short sighted economic gains cloud your judgment. I implore the Council to assume its mandated responsibility for the halibut resource by selecting alternatives that REDUCE halibut bycatch caps and tie bycatch caps to halibut abundance. Such alternatives will result in a more equitable approach with all halibut user groups sharing in conservation. Furthermore, according to the IPHC there is better than a 1:1 ratio of savings for every pound of halibut saved from being needlessly killed and being thrown overboard. As a result these potential savings will be passed on to communities dependent on the halibut resource for years to come. 


 
Sincerely, 
Shawn McManus

