
North Pacific Fishery Management Council
1007 West Third, Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501
Re: Request for a Conservative Interim A-Season Reallocation of Pacific Cod to the Western Gulf of Alaska
Dear Chair and Council Members:
We are writing to respectfully request that the Council consider a small, interim, ad hoc reallocation of Pacific cod to the Western Gulf of Alaska for the A season only. Specifically, we request that the Council consider reallocating 3% to the Western Gulf for the winter fishery as a conservative, temporary measure while the stock assessment and management framework continue to evaluate Pacific cod movement between the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska.
Recent scientific discussion and presentation material from Pete Hulson and Steve Barbeaux support the conclusion that some portion of Bering Sea Pacific cod biomass is present in the Western Gulf of Alaska during the winter A-season fishery. While the exact magnitude of that movement remains under review, the available information strongly indicates that fish harvested in the Western Gulf during winter may include biomass that migrates to the Bering Sea during summer survey periods.
The requested 3% reallocation is intentionally conservative. Based on the range of potential migrating biomass discussed in the recent analysis, a 3% adjustment reflects a cautious assumption of approximately 30% migration, even though the actual movement may be closer to 50%. This request is not intended to overreach or prejudge the outcome of the formal modeling process. Rather, it is intended to recognize, on an interim basis, the biological reality that at least some Bering Sea-associated Pacific cod are available to and harvested by the Western Gulf fleet during the A season.
From a biological and management perspective, this interim adjustment would more closely align harvest accounting with what is likely occurring on the water. If a portion of the winter Western Gulf harvest is composed of fish that would otherwise be reflected in Bering Sea biomass during summer surveys, then a small A-season-only reallocation is a reasonable bridge while the formal assessment work proceeds. The Council’s own assessment process recognizes that Pacific cod movement and distribution are important factors in setting sustainable fishing limits and evaluating stock structure.
This action would also provide meaningful near-term support for local Alaska fishing communities and small-vessel participants in the Western Gulf of Alaska. A 3% adjustment would be a very small change relative to the scale of the Bering Sea fishery, but it would make a substantial difference to the Western Gulf fleet during the winter fishery. The benefit would be concentrated among the local vessels and communities most directly affected by constrained Western Gulf opportunity.
Because the formal model and any resulting management changes may be at least a year away, if not longer, an interim A-season-only reallocation would provide a practical and precautionary way to address the issue now without committing the Council to a permanent allocation decision. It would acknowledge the best available science, apply a conservative assumption, and help ensure that Western Gulf harvest opportunity better reflects the seasonal presence of Pacific cod in the area.
For these reasons, we respectfully ask the Council to consider a small interim ad hoc reallocation of 3% to the Western Gulf of Alaska for the A season only. Thank you for your consideration and for your continued work to support sustainable fisheries management and Alaska fishing communities.
Sincerely,
Peninsula Fishermen’s Coalition
