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Groundfish Plan Team Meeting, Sept 17-19, 2024 
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● Met Tuesday, September 17, 2024 at 9:00 am AKDT
○ Virtual meeting only via Zoom, Team's electronic agenda
○ Presentations are linked in the header (in report)

● Future meetings:
○ November 12-15, 2024
○ Tentative 2025 dates: 

■ Week of September 15-19 (4 days TBD)
■ November 2025 date is TBD. 
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Joint Teams Presentation Summary 

Issue of Veterans day and Thanksgiving week and proximity of Council meeting in 2025
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3056


2024 survey previews
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● 20% reduction in stations, 
variance in deep strata 
might have increased

● >76,000 lengths, >6,500 
otoliths 

● Bottom temp average, 
surface below average

● Larger changes in biomass 
in deep water rockfish

Aleutian Islands Trawl Survey 

5Thanks to Susanne McDermott

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=eb5bff0b-cd57-4d3a-9a4d-f700ec6e16ad.pdf&fileName=AI%20BTS%20Presentation.pdf


● 26 corner stations omitted
● 125,265 lengths, 6,070 otoliths, 

4,917 stomachs collected
● Bottom temp average,

surface temp below average, 
cold pool area near average

● Biomass increased for most 
species (pollock and flatfish)

Eastern Bering Sea Trawl Survey 

6Thanks to Duane Stevenson

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=f2da5d6f-17ae-4af0-961a-112377153dc6.pdf&fileName=2024%20EBS%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey%20Presentation.pdf


● Bering Sea Summary (southeastern and northern, SEBS / NBS)
○ Cooler than heatwave years, lower large copepods and avg small copepods 

in SEBS but increase in NBS, large fall bloom phytoplankton, age-0 pollock 
high in spring, low in surface in fall, low body condition in SEBS

● Gulf of Alaska (GOA) Summary
○ Western GOA cooler, nearshore eastern GOA warmer, high lipid content in 

zooplankton, avg age-0 Pcod but above avg age-0 pollock in nearshore, age-0 
sablefish avg growth rates

● Highlighted Projects
○ Larval size-at-date sensitivity, earlier spawning / faster growth in warm years

Ecosystem Surveys 

7Thanks to Ellen Yasumiishi

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=6ab67770-1363-4efd-983d-f3463a74d60b.pdf&fileName=Ecosystem%20Surveys%20Presentation.pdf


● ESR Climate Update (one for each region)
○ Overall cooler conditions in EBS and AI, moderate El Nino in GOA 

● NMFS Inseason Management
○ First presentation of this kind to Plan Team, flags important fishery changes 

and Plan Team would like to see in future (*note errata in JPT report)
● ESP and Socioeconomic Sablefish Indicators

○ Teams requested clarification from SSC on how socioeconomic information 
fits into risk tables, ABC/OFL, and TAC decisions and to standardize 
definitions on size grade and pricing 

Overviews 
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Thanks to B. Ferriss, I. Ortiz, E. Siddon, A. Jahn, S. Whitney, R. Dame, K. Shotwell

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=fc17ea71-1822-48f1-b58c-07ad4048232c.pdf&fileName=ESR_2024_SepGPT_Climate_rev.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=54f3adef-dfde-44a7-a6f2-e645ab1291ca.pdf&fileName=Inseason%20Mgmt%20Update%20Presentation.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=fa655895-2ca4-4100-925f-77572f61a532.pdf&fileName=ESP%20Presentation.pdf


● Data Limited Methods (DLM) Working Group
○ Requested another DLM progress report at Joint PT in 2025 

● Age and Growth Update
○ Recommended that maturity analyses be a priority in near future 

● Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs) 
○ Recommended adopting 2025-2026 DMRs from Halibut DMR group 

● REMA Diagnostics
○ Encouraged authors to explore new diagnostics at their discretion

Other Topics 
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Thanks to Cindy Tribuzio, Derek Chamberlin, Michael Fey, Jane Sullivan

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=b8880138-a044-43d3-878b-0a1a974300e6.pdf&fileName=DLMWG%20Presentation.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=ef899b74-f27c-41fb-a91d-dd9bccc764f2.pdf&fileName=Age%20and%20Growth%20PRESENTATION.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=2f70c5dc-8b23-4165-98d3-60b292e6d68a.pdf&fileName=Halibut%20DMR%20Workgroup%20PRESENTATION.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c902bf31-2897-4cfd-8f4f-22c8501225b8.pdf&fileName=REMA-Validation%20Presentation.pdf


Halibut DMR Workgroup
Marine Mammals Feeding on Halibut Discards 



Marine Mammals Feeding on Halibut 
Discards

• Informational report only
• Outlines 3 ways in which DMRs are calculated

• Biennially specified DMR through DMR workgroup 
• Real-time haul based DMR for deck sorted halibut
• Fixed rate (100% for pelagic trawl)

• MM feeding on discards is 
– not accounted for in any method

• Deck sorted hauls with MM feeding on discards moved to U - Unknown 
and the average deck sorted rate is used

• Specified rate used in all cases including when MM feeding on discards

– not a statistical sample with a defined sampling frame



Marine Mammals Feeding on Halibut Discards

• Fixed DMRs could be established on all hauls with MM 
feeding on discards
– Policy decision 

– Outboard cameras could support exploration of methods to 
incorporate MM feeding on discards into DMR calculations



Groundfish Plan 
Team Contacts:

Steve.Barbeaux@noaa.gov
Sara.Cleaver@noaa.gov
Jim.Ianelli@noaa.gov
Chris.Lunsford@noaa.gov
Kalei.Shotwell@noaa.gov
Diana.Stram@noaa.gov
Cindy.Tribuzio@noaa.gov

Thank You! 
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BSAI Presentation Summary
Topic Presenter Type Recommendations
Bogoslof Winter Acoustic 
Survey Nathan Lauffenburger Survey Update No

EBS Acoustic Survey & AVO 
Index

Abigail McCarthy, Nathan 
Lauffenburger Survey Update No

EBS Pollock Jim Ianelli Full Model Yes, tier change

EBS Pacific Cod Steve Barbeaux Full Model Yes, 2 models

AI Pacific Cod Ingrid Spies Full Model Yes, 5 models

Alaska Plaice Lee Cronin-Fine Full Model Yes, 2 models

Northern Rock Sole Carey McGilliard Full Model Yes, 2 models

Greenland Turbot Meaghan Bryan Full Model Yes, 3 models

Pacific Ocean Perch Paul Spencer Full Model Yes, 2 models

Rougheye/Blackspotted Rockfish Paul Spencer Update Model Yes, 1 model

Harvest Projections Melissa Haltuch Final Models Yes, biomass trends

Proposed Specifications Steve Whitney



● Preliminary results:
○ Weather reduced survey from 4 

to 2 days, 19 transects combo 
spacing

○ Most female were pre-spawning 
so survey timing was good, 
surface temp average 

○ 2024 pollock estimate is 31% 
decrease from 2020, next survey 
2026

Bogoslof Winter Acoustic Survey 

16Thanks to Nathan Lauffenburger

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=b253bbc5-b7c9-4b52-913a-9e63804fb6c3.pdf&fileName=2024%20Bogoslof%20winter%20acoustic%20survey_Presentation.pdf


● Preliminary results:
○ Wider transect spacing and 

reduced trawling effort likely 
increased uncertainty

○ Total biomass pollock decreased 
25% from 2022 survey

○ More age 1-2 in EBS than in recent 
years, age 4+ fish still dominate

○ Acoustic vessel of opportunity 
(AVO) index is on the way

Summer Acoustic Survey & AVO Index 

17Thanks to Abigail McCarthy and Nathan Lauffenburger

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=0edeae2b-7b2a-4216-bc76-9c630ead19e7.pdf&fileName=MACE_Summer_EBS_Acoustic_and_AVO_Presentation.pdf
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BSAI models reviewed for November assessments
Stock Type Recommendations
EBS Pollock Full Model Yes, tier change
EBS Pacific Cod Full Model Yes, 2 models
AI Pacific Cod Full Model Yes, 5 models
Alaska Plaice Full Model Yes, 2 models
Northern Rock Sole Full Model Yes, 2 models
Greenland Turbot Full Model Yes, 3 models
Pacific Ocean Perch Full Model Yes, 2 models
Rougheye/Blackspotted Rockfish Update Model Yes, 1 model
*Harvest Projections Final Models Yes, biomass trends

*harvest projections are finalized at this meeting and not reviewed in November



● New! Reviewed in September instead of November
● Stocks Evaluated (lead author): 

○ Northern Rockfish (Paul Spencer), high catch in 2023, expected to be 
smaller in 2024, next full assessment 2025

○ Alaska Skate (Cindy Tribuzio), catch decreased in 2024 for both 
Alaska skate and other skates, next full assessment 2025

○ Arrowtooth Flounder (Kalei Shotwell), BS catch lowest in time series, 
AI low but increased from 2023, next full assessment 2026

Harvest Projections

19Thanks to Melissa Haltuch, Kalei Shotwell, Paul Spencer, Cindy Tribuzio 

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=badd42c1-111a-4b70-876e-40022856c418.pdf&fileName=2024%20BSAI%20harvest%20projections.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Discussed lack of current survey information due to change in 

schedule and recommended coordination with survey presentations 
to include HP stocks

○ Team supported potential AFSC evaluation of sensitivity to earlier 
catch dates and subsequent catch advice

○ Discussed red-flag potential, although unlikely for these stocks, no 
formal process to revisit in November, adjustment could be made

○ Team agreed with the authors’ OFL and ABC recommendations

Harvest Projections
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=badd42c1-111a-4b70-876e-40022856c418.pdf&fileName=2024%20BSAI%20harvest%20projections.pdf


●

Proposed Specifications Team recommended (1 of 2)
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●

Proposed Specifications Team recommended (2 of 2)
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BSAI Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs)
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Thanks to Michael Fey (AKFIN) and other Halibut DMR Working Group members: Jen Cahalan (PSMFC), Jennifer 
Ferdinand (NMFS AFSC), Krista Melani (NMFS AKRO), Jason Gasper (NMFS AKRO), Ian Stewart (IPHC)



Assessment Type BSAI Stocks for 2024

Operational Full EBS pollock
EBS Pacific cod
AI Pacific cod
Alaska plaice

Northern rock sole
Greenland turbot
Pacific ocean perch

Operational Update Aleutian Islands pollock
Bogoslof pollock
Kamchatka flounder
Yellowfin sole
Blackspotted rougheye rockfish

Flathead sole
Other flatfish
Sablefish (AK-wide)
Atka mackerel
Other rockfish
Shortraker rockfish

Harvest Projections
(review in Sept (PT)/Oct (SSC)

Northern rockfish
Arrowtooth flounder

Skates (Alaska skates)

Catch Reports Octopus Sharks

Other-Ecosystem Reports BSAI and GOA Forage fish 
(including squid)

BSAI and GOA Grenadiers



Thank You!
BSAI Plan Team 
Contacts:
Steve.Barbeaux@noaa.gov
Kalei.Shotwell@noaa.gov
Diana.Stram@noaa.gov 
Cindy.Tribuzio@noaa.gov


