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1. DURING B REPORTS:
○ Receive an update, including new information on the actions the Council 

previously recommended NMFS implement under 305(d) rulemaking 
authority 

■ Consider if new actions recommended by NMFS are consistent with 
EO and should be added to the workplan

2. MAY DEFER TO STAFF TASKING:
○ Consider NMFS recommendations for new actions on recordkeeping and 

reporting, monitoring, and streamlining of regulations 
■ initiate new actions or request additional information as needed 

ACTIONS FOR COUNCIL AT THIS MEETING
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○ Maggie Chan
○ Amy Hadfield
○ Joel Kraski
○ Scott Miller
○ Allyson Olds

○ Melanie Ricket-Henry 
○ Cathy Tide
○ Josh Keaton
○ Krista Milani 
○ The team of reviewers who provided 

input. 

Thanks to the Team (Section 6, pg 63)
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● This update document was prepared by Staff in the NMFS AKRO 
Sustainable Fisheries Division

● Special thanks to:



Introduction (Section 1)

April 2025 - EO 14276 signed

June 2025 - Regulatory review discussion paper 

October 2025 - Regulatory review expanded discussion paper 

- Council prioritized EO 14276 workplan
- Recommended actions for NMFS review and implementation 

under MSA 305(d) authority
- Initiated new Council actions (including FMP omnibus)

4



Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) section 305(d)
(section 1.3, page 7)

MSA establishes distinct roles and responsibilities for Councils and for 
NMFS, creating multiple rulemaking mandates and authorities, each with 
its own procedural and other requirements.
Typical scenario for proposed rules to implement an FMP/amendment: 
● Sec. 303(c) - Council submits to NMFS proposed regulations that it 

“deems necessary or appropriate” for the purposes of implementing an 
FMP/amendment 

● Sec. 304(b) - outlines procedures for NMFS to review and implement 
such proposed rules, incl minimum comment periods

Sec. 305(d) authorizes NMFS to promulgate regulations that are 
necessary to implement a Secretarial FMP/amendment, or to carry out 
any other provision of the MSA. 
● No special procedural or timing requirements specified in MSA
● Section 305(d) can be a versatile tool for facilitating pre-planned 

efficiencies or responding to unforeseen events. 
● Section 305(d) should not be used as the statutory authority for 

rulemaking when Sections 303(c)/304(b) or 304(c) would be more 
appropriate. 5

Examples of situations in which 
Section 305(d) may be appropriate–
● Frameworks 
● Technical Changes
● Corrections 
● Administrative Actions
● Actions developed outside of 

the Council process
● Actions taken pursuant to 

other special authorities of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act 

● Other situations as appropriate



Topics included in this update (Table 1, pg 5)

Topics grouped into 3 categories:

● Monitoring - 10 topics

● Recordkeeping and Reporting – 5 topics, and 

● Housekeeping – 5 types of changes

Table 1 on page 5 allows you to cross reference the topics in this 
paper with the information presented in the October 2025 
discussion paper. 
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Other Topics
(Table 1, page 6)

Remove the specific time for closing Groundfish seasons and 
opening and closing the sablefish IFQ season – this action is 
being considered in a separate action.

Removed from further consideration:
● Remove logbook active/inactive periods for catcher/processors
● Remove initial allocation regulations
● Consolidating references to eLandings. 
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Four New Topics Added (Table 1, pg 6)

● Allow prohibited species catch (PSC) delivered under the trawl 
electronic monitoring category to be processed into fishmeal 
(Section 2.1)

● Modify minimum observer qualification requirements (Section 
2.7)

● Observer provider reporting requirements (Section 2.8)
● Update the vessel monitoring system (VMS) type approval 

process (Section 2.10)
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Monitoring Topics
(Table 3, page 12, Sections 2.1 through 2.10)
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Monitoring Topics
(Table 3, page 12)

Table 3 continued…
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Recordkeeping and Reporting Topics
(Table 8, page 44)
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Housekeeping Topics
(Table 11, page 61)
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Housekeeping Topics
(Table 11, page 61)
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Table 11 continued…



Next Steps

The Council’s potential action at this meeting could include:

● Provide input or feedback on the new topics presented in the 
update. 

● Confirm support for ongoing review of these regulation 
changes. 

● Consider if topics included in this paper should be initiating as a 
Council action with purpose & need and alternatives.
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For More Information Contact
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Alicia M. Miller
alicia.m.miller@noaa.gov
(907) 266-1159 

Gretchen Harrington
gretchen.Harrington@noaa.gov
(907) 723-6731 


