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Overview

U.S. Coast Guard Arctic District and NOAA's Office of
Law Enforcement have partnered on an operation to
ensure the landing of processed Alaskan groundfish to
foreign-flagged refrigerated cargo vessels occurs in
accordance with all applicable federal laws and
regulations.

Together, we routinely monitor the refrigerated cargo
“tramper” vessels and the U.S. vessels that offload
product to them. Our monitoring and enforcement
operations have not found any evidence of trampers
illegally operating in Alaska’s waters.



B7 USCG Tramper Enforcement
JUNE 2026

What is a “tramper™?

FIGURE 34

Typlca”y fo rEIQ n ﬂagged Schematic diagram of a transshipment event between the catching vessel and a reefer

Refrigerated cargo vessel

Receiving processed U.S.
groundfish (products)

Transporting seafood >
overseas °

Key plan Legend

Source: FAQ, 2020
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Where is it allowed?

Internal Waters

Ports and Roadsteads
In State Waters (0 to 3nm) with a permit
In the EEZ (3 to 200nm) with a permit

“ 8 Internal Waters
-

Internal Waters
Ports and Roadsteads
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What does it look like?

AlS Tracks
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Governing Laws

MSFCMA

Lacey Act

Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and

Management Act
As Amended Through Junuary 12, 20607

1L Fipmeriry o Cawwnas
i M e )

T R ]
b Cawe Lkt . D R
Visor Eprr= b 3 oma wd oy

4 it W e Vb s
N | Hoh, el bbm b by s

PUBLIC LAW 100-853— R0V, 14, 1965 12 STAT. 3535

Public Law 100-5651

100th Congrs .

T st fod smred e el e asd ler b porp—
z Mar
erm I.li.h-.llr.u! of Kepreseatabien of ik

TITLE I—LACEY ACT AMENDMENTS
ST . PROETMTED AT
ectiom 1 of the Lacey Aot Ameesiments of F1 (36 USC 572
B T T T ———
s LT LELL . B
- el erting o lew Mhreet aken, P

Inﬁ'h‘.-rlﬂ':
-] wubmection wid) (18 VAT ETHEAN ssd
pmmmh-ﬂuhﬂl
X by al U dmel] rrpd b
-“:rr .l-:_ :’:.hm a
anm brvaus anz -
1) Hanw —it s desmed o be & sale of Sab or wildlifs in

A} s liting, o other -r
h‘::m. [l .
1-&: - 'ﬁurér-m'
pomsrmmiryg of Db o
@ —It in coomed 1o e @ puechess of sk or

wiliilsle in wislation of this Act for & person b obisin fer
in ™ e
._"‘Mu‘hi._— 5

B £, (0
AN —

i
L
I

I

B7 USCG Tramper Enforcement
JUNE 2026

PSMA

130 NTAT ana FURLE LAW | 481NN, & 215

Por radberrmmrsdl il Lien Sl mer mreem 568 of Bl [lagh Sran
Fariact Fiony Meorstorinm [Souies dat (bh | B0 Dby,

- TR o B A

e

S EEPRAL G RTINS PRI TURE LR AT o
=y

i Konteva Posis Frome Liwasing ol of mema i L0
L e

P TITLE MI—AGHEEMENT ON PORT STATE

=) MEASURES TO PREVENT, DETER AND
e ELIMINATE [LLEGAL. UNREPORTED
AND UNEEGULATED FISIHING
L re-epl e P PR —
& ol 01E
e -
Py e o A ey
i sl L vl bl sy
!

s e [ —— -
et Mewsnien e Froeent. [Wtey o Dlametsts [Begel |nie
poriall sad | mompuiciad Fickiny dia o fhs Tosd
wellnrr (Bprmiartas o U 1 skl Sorleses sk e [ty
Semmmles IR, i, mad shgteed by i 0 Sl Pt Smighed
.

B The v WU g™ msan aap srbivily e ol
i pmrngrmph 8o e B0 P Ik nsiem) B o
B Freerdl Dol il Demies Bhuel  Uiopeted sl

i
t
i

R N e ——— .
LR R |ri-ll'|ﬂ.-r
o i ey

Liwted Mites = bt ¢ elled @ Ul Seirvtery defer
e rslorin el by Lhad crgemssmiiom f srsshe i (L1 bk
i g il b 8 s, bl by BF B B o e e |
=g e beatiyiang 1 aal, i
i1 The v g v St s e Bl
o Srvrms Fmbern | i el Wi
[IEvET=T
b The v prems” b The gode Seatiing o el b

Bim i rtem B o e s gas Sres At (P B0




B7 USCG Tramper Enforcement
JUNE 2026

Authority

16 USC 1861. Maghuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation &
Management Act

Enforcement — Powers of Authorized Officers

b)(i) Any officer who is autharized %y the Secretary, the Secretary of the department in which the
oast Guard is operating [...] to enforce the provisions of this chapter may— (A) with or without a
warrant or other process—

{iL} h&:ard, and search or inspect, any fishing vessel which is subject to the provisions of this
chapter;

(iii) seize any ﬁshin? vessel (together with its fishing gear, furniture, appurtenances, stores, and
cargo) used'or employed in, or'with respect to which it reasonably appears that such vessel was
used or employed in, the violation of any provision of this chapter;

(iv) seize any fish (wherever found) taken or retained in violation of any provision of this chapter;
(v) seize any other evidence related to any violation of any provision of this chapter; and

*Note: 16 USC 1802(18) (18) The term “fishing vessel” means any vessel, boat, ship, or other
craft which is used for, equipped to be used for, or of a type which is normally used for— (A)
fishing; or (B) aiding or assi |n? one or more vessels at' sea in the performance of any activity
relating to fishing, including, buf not limited to, preparation, supply, storage, refrigeration,
transportation, or processing.
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Prohibitions
16 USC 1857(1)(G) — MSFCMA

It is unlawful - for any person - to ship, transport, offer for
sale, sell, purchase, import, export, or have custody,
control, or possession of, any fish taken or retained in
violation of this chapter or any regulation, permit, or
agreement;
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Prohibitions cont.

50 CFR 600.725(b) - Prohibition of US Vessel from Transshipment to
FFV Lacking a Permit

It is unlawful for any person to do any of the following —

Transfer or attempt to transfer, directly or indirectly, any U.S.-harvested fish
to any foreign fishing vessel, while such vessel is in the EEZ (3 fo
200nm), unless the foreign fishing vessel has been issued a permit under
section 204 of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, which authorizes the receipt by
such vessel of U.S.- harvested fish.

“**Note: Transshipment Permit authorizes a vessel other than a vessel of the US_to_enI:::I;a ein
fishing consisting solely of transporting fish or fish products at sea from a point within the EEZ or,
with the concurrence of a State, within the boundaries of that State, to a point outside the United
States; State Governor may grant permission for the vessel to engage in processing a specific
species within the internal waters of a state.
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Prohibitions cont.

16 USC 1857(2) - Prohibition of Foreign Receipt of Fish from US
vessel in US EEZ

It is unlawful for any vessel other than a vessel of the United States,
and for the owner or operator of any vessel other than a vessel of the
United States, to engage —

(a) in fishing within the boundaries of any State, EXCEPT
transshipment at sea of fish or fish products WITHIN the boundaries of
any State in accordance with a permit approved under section
1824(d) of this title;

(b) in fishing within the exclusive economic zone unless such fishing
Is authorized by, and conducted in accordance with, a valid and
applicable permit
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Prohibitions cont.

50 CFR 679.5(1)(3)(i) - Transshipment Authorization

No person may transship processed IFQ halibut, CDQ halibut,
IFQ sablefish, or CR crab between vessels without
authorization by a local clearing officer. Authorization from a local
clearing officer must be obtained for each instance of transshipment
at least 24 hours before the transshipment is intended to
commence.



B7 USCG Tramper Enforcement
JUNE 2026

Prohibitions cont.

16 USC 3372(d) - Reporting/Labelling of Fish
(Lacey Act)

It is unlawful for any person to make or submit any false record,
account, or label for, or any false identification of, any fish,
wildlife, or plant which has been, or is intended to be —

(2) transported in interstate or foreign commerce.
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Prohibitions cont.

16 USC 3372(b) — Lacey Act

It is unlawful for any person to import, export, or transport in
iInterstate commerce any container or package containing any fish or
wildlife unless the container or package has previously been plainly
marked, labeled, or tagged in accordance with the regulations
Issued pursuant to paragraph (2) of section 3376(a) of this title

50 CFR 679.7(a)(10)(i) — Lacey Act; False Labeling

It is unlawful for any person to do any of the following - Fail to
comply with or fail to ensure compliance with requirements in §679.4
(permits) or 679.5 (reports)
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Accountability

* U.S. Fishing Vessel
« Electronic Logbook (ELB) - catch
+ Vessel Production Report (VPR) - production
* Product Transfer Report (PTR) - landing

* AIS vessel tracks of transfers

* Foreigh Tramper
« Mate's Receipt
« Ship’s Log, Manifest, and Cargo Diagrams
 |Inspection of fish holds
* |nspect labels
* |nspect packages




JUNE 2026

B7 USCG Tramper Enforcement

c
2
el
3
@
ot
@
=
O
o
i
o
o)
—_
(G
O



R 020
. " Cargo Hold Inspection

FEDERAL
OFFICER



0

NN
Cargo Hold Inspection

LY |

S

e




[ B7 USCG Tramper Enforcement
; JUNE 2026

3] N A rwesris
2 JOCHOH
ElHIE z

IHO 358343
HE LEM

g

' NO.



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19



