
Steve Barbeaux, Kalei Shotwell, Diana Stram, Cindy Tribuzio

C3 Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Groundfish 
September Plan Team Report 

October 2026, Presentation to the SSC



2

BSAI Presentation Summary (Sept 10-11, 2026)
Topic Presenter Type Recommendations
EBS Bottom Trawl Survey Duane Stevenson Survey Update No

AI Bottom Trawl Survey Susanne McDermott Survey Update No

EBS Acoustic Survey & AVO Index Abigail McCarthy, Nathan 
Lauffenburger Survey Update No

Harvest Projections Melissa Haltuch Final Models No

Bogoslof Pollock Jim Ianelli Update Model, Final No

EBS Pollock Jim Ianelli Proposed Full Models Yes, 2 models

Yellowfin Sole Ingrid Spies & Meaghan 
Bryan Proposed Full Models Yes, 3 models

Greenland Turbot Meaghan Bryan Proposed Full Models Yes, 4 models

EBS Pacific Cod Steve Barbeaux Proposed Full Models Yes, 2 models

Proposed Specifications Steve Whitney

General Discussion Team Informational No



● 2026 EBS shelf survey completed all 
350 standard stations

● NBS survey not conducted in 2026; 
EBS/NBS both scheduled for 2027

● Surface/Bottom temps coldest since 
2013, cold pool largest since 2012

● Biomass for most species stable or 
increasing, pollock volatile, skates <

● Updated effort calculations changed 
2024–2025 biomass indices ~3–4%  

Eastern Bering Sea Bottom Trawl Survey 

3Thanks to Duane Stevenson

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c7074707-d588-42ac-af84-dc56ac567b65.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%202026_EBS%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey_Sept%20Plan%20Team.pdf


● 2026 AI survey completed 373 
stations of 447 attempted, 89,510 
lengths, 6,060 otoliths

● New hardware/software used for 
effort-data collection

● Bottom temp average, surface cool, 
WAI warm w/ localized hypoxia

● Flatfish below mean, rockfish above 
mean, gadids mixed, sablefish above, 
skate low biomass

Aleutian Islands Bottom Trawl Survey 

4Thanks to Susanne McDermott

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=6ef04089-6b4a-4beb-9b6a-640dc0e7ff37.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%202026%20Aleutian%20Islands%20Biennial%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey.pdf


● 2026 ATS preliminary estimate: ~3.6 million 
t and 13 billion pollock

● More juvenile pollock than recent survey 
years, age-2 largest since 2012 year class

● AVO and ATS spatial patterns were similar 
in 2026

● Team recognized major MACE/GAP effort 
to produce rapid survey products

Summer Acoustic Survey & AVO Index 

5Thanks to Abigail McCarthy & Nathan Lauffenburger



● Plan Team supported author's ABC, OFL, and BRDs for all seven stocks 
● Plan Team suggestions on options to improve readability for future reports

Harvest Projections

6Thanks to Melissa Haltuch and Authors 

Stock Lead Author ABC OFL Assessment Schedule
Northern Rock Sole Carey McGilliard 152,865 160,588 Last: 2024, Next: 2027

Aleutian Islands Pollock Steve Barbeaux 48,763 59,090 Last: 2024, Next: 2027

Kamchatka Flounder Meaghan Bryan 6,770 7,988 Last: 2024, Next: 2027

Northern Rockfish Paul Spencer 17,784 21,739 Last: 2023, Next: 2027

Alaska Plaice Lee Cronin-Fine 33,021 39,724 Last: 2024, Next: 2028

Arrowtooth Flounder Kalei Shotwell 83,787 98,654 Last: 2022, Next: 2027, Rceattle/ESP

Flathead Sole Lee Cronin-Fine 108,596 89,655 Last: 2024, Next: 2028

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c01f8b33-bece-4b41-9b13-459c21cf7369.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%202026_Harvest_Projections_BSAI.pdf


● Operational update assessment, Tier 5 stock with no new survey data
● Authors provided overview of ongoing research on size-based spawn 

timing and survey timing
● Team discussed potential for changes in sex-ratio due to size-based 

spawn timing
● Team agreed with author's proposed Tier 5 model and harvest 

recommendations

Bogoslof Pollock

7Thanks to Jim Ianelli

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=a1d6b604-9624-4e8c-b35b-c93f571ea2e2.pdf&fileName=Bogoslof%20Pollock.pdf


● Full assessment in November / December
● Switch to Author Slides

EBS Pollock: Proposed models

8Thanks to Jim Ianelli

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=5f0e2d3c-7676-4b87-b9ea-c8fb9110fa20.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20EBSpollock_Sept_2026.pdf


● Discussion:
○ Retrospective pattern in all models, potentially linked to missing 2020 BTS, flexibility on age-1 

BTS selectivity, ecosystem structure changes
○ OSA residuals show some patterns indicating potential data-weighting, fit issues 

● Recommendations:
○ Agreed with author's proposed Model 23.0 (base) and Model 26.0 for November
○ Evaluating alternative treatments of age-1 BTS selectivity, self-test on simulated datasets, BST 

index volatility, and ecosystem-related causes of retrospective pattern for Model 23.0 and 26.0
○ Clearly documenting age-composition weighting and prioritizing further evaluation
○ Continued development of EBS pollock ESP as resources allow
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EBS Pollock

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=5f0e2d3c-7676-4b87-b9ea-c8fb9110fa20.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20EBSpollock_Sept_2026.pdf


● Assessment reviewed by CIE in June 2026 and focused on transition 
from ADMB to SS3, tier choice, treatment of growth and survey data, 
and environmental covariates used in survey catchability

● Authors proposed three models for November:
○ Model 25.0: updated SS3 base model
○ Model 25.0a: uses sample ISS for survey input sample size
○ Model 25.0b: uses EBS bottom temperature instead of survey start date as 

covariate on catchability
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Yellowfin Sole: Proposed models

Thanks to Ingrid Spies and Meaghan Bryan

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=baeb5f5f-d4d4-4775-9fb2-55b7dc2e817c.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20YFS%20Sept2026.pdf


● Discussion:
○ Potential to evaluate cold pool as covariate and continued consideration of 

using environmental covariates in survey and catchability components 
○ Empirical weight-at-age and increase in older age weight in recent years, 

suggested future exploration of growth as function of temperature

● Recommendations: 
○ Agreed with author's proposed Tier 3 Models 25.0, 25.0a, and 25.0b
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Yellowfin Sole

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=baeb5f5f-d4d4-4775-9fb2-55b7dc2e817c.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20YFS%20Sept2026.pdf


● Full assessment in November / December
● Switch to Author Slides

Greenland Turbot: Proposed models

12Thanks to Meaghan Bryan



● Discussion:
○ Persistent conflict between survey indices and length compositions and continued 

retrospective patterns
○ Suggested sensitivity runs of recruitment autocorrelation, later start year, and tier 4 

applications for future investigations
○ Importance of additional age information from slope survey and fishery collections, also 

potentially including otolith collection on the longline survey
● Recommendations: 

○ Agreed with author's proposed Tier 3 Models 25.0, 25.3a, and 25.4a for November and 
include updated Tier 5 REMA as potential interim advice

○ Clearly document how AFSC longline survey used in Tier 3 and 5 approaches, include 
information needed to improve the assessment in research / data-gaps section 
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Greenland Turbot



● Focused on model explorations regarding sensitivity to the plus group 
and a split-sex analysis

● Reduction of plus group to 14+ results in fewer parameters, small 
improvements to model fit, little change in results from base model (20+)

● Split-sex needed to use design-based age compositions, mixed results for 
model fit, potential modeling artifacts requires more exploration 

● Authors proposed Model 26.1: updated data and 14+ group 

14Thanks to Steve Barbeaux

EBS Pacific Cod: Proposed Models

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=dc491e4b-102c-41fc-bdc1-e0b0b97e614a.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20Bering%20Sea%20Pacific%20Cod%20September%202026.pdf


● Discussion:
○ Appropriateness age-14+ group, extending beyond max age to represent unfished 

population, and interaction with sex-specific differences in growth
○ Exploration of age-varying natural mortality, interaction with selectivity, and use of 

tagged fish and associated genetic information to evaluate sex-specific movement 
● Recommendations: 

○ Team agreed with author's proposed Models 26.1 and requested 24.1 (base) for 
November review, noting the two models are likely to be very similar

○ Continued exploration of split-sex models and alternative natural mortality 
parameterizations for future model development

EBS Pacific Cod
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=dc491e4b-102c-41fc-bdc1-e0b0b97e614a.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20Bering%20Sea%20Pacific%20Cod%20September%202026.pdf
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● Team recommended rollover of 2026 specifications for 2027–2028 
proposed specifications

Proposed Specifications Team Recommended

Table 1. Plan Team OFL, ABC, and BRD recommendations (metric tons) for BSAI Groundfish Proposed Harvest Specifications for 2027/ 2028

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=0feab33e-258d-4b2f-b3ad-dd6a28ace1bf.pdf&fileName=BSAI%2027-28%20Proposed%20Harvest%20Specifications.pdf


Team General Discussions
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● Cross-cutting issues: Age and Growth program capacity, 
maintaining Team expertise, improved CIE communication

● Need earlier communication on major assessments and new 
methods to the Team

● Team supported a centralized information resource webpage 
which was initiated during the meeting 
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BSAI Documentation Summary
Assessment BSAI stocks for 2025 (November)

Operational Full EBS Pollock, EBS Pacific cod, BSAI Yellowfin Sole, BSAI Greenland 
turbot, BSAI skates 

Operational Update
AI Pacific cod, BSAI Pacific ocean perch, BSAI rougheye & 
blackspotted rockfish, BSAI shortraker rockfish, BSAI other rockfish, 
BSAI Atka mackerel, Bogoslof pollock (September)

Harvest Projection 
(reviewed in Sept/Oct)

AI pollock, BSAI northern rock sole, BSAI Kamchatka flounder, BSAI 
arrowtooth flounder, BSAI northern rockfish, BSAI flathead sole, BSAI 
Alaska plaice

Catch, ESPs, and 
Ecosystem Reports

BSAI other flatfish, BSAI Sharks, BSAI Octopus, EBS Pacific cod ESP 
(update), EBS Pollock ESP (draft), BSAI Greenland turbot ESP (draft), 
BSAI/GOA Forage 



Thank You!
BSAI Plan Team 
Contacts:
Steve.Barbeaux@noaa.gov
Kalei.Shotwell@noaa.gov
Diana.Stram@noaa.gov 
Cindy.Tribuzio@noaa.gov


