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Groundfish Plan Team Meeting, Sept 17-19, 2024 
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● Met Tuesday, September 17, 2024 at 9:00 am AKDT
○ Virtual meeting only via Zoom, Team's electronic agenda
○ Presentations are linked in the header (in report)

● Future meetings:
○ November 12-15, 2024
○ Tentative 2025 dates: 

■ Week of September 15-19 (4 days TBD)
■ November 2025 date is TBD. 

3

Joint Teams Presentation Summary 

Issue of Veterans day and Thanksgiving week and proximity of Council meeting in 2025
3

https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3056


2024 survey previews

Bering Sea 
Ecosystem

GOA 
Ecosystem

AI Bottom Trawl EBS Bottom Trawl

Bering Sea 
Ecosystem

Gulf of Alaska 
Ecosystem



● 20% reduction in stations, 
variance in deep strata 
might have increased

● >76,000 lengths, >6,500 
otoliths 

● Bottom temp average, 
surface below average

● Larger changes in biomass 
in deep water rockfish

Aleutian Islands Trawl Survey 

5Thanks to Susanne McDermott

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=eb5bff0b-cd57-4d3a-9a4d-f700ec6e16ad.pdf&fileName=AI%20BTS%20Presentation.pdf


● 26 corner stations omitted
● 125,265 lengths, 6,070 otoliths, 

4,917 stomachs collected
● Bottom temp average,

surface temp below average, 
cold pool area near average

● Biomass increased for most 
species (pollock and flatfish)

Eastern Bering Sea Trawl Survey 

6Thanks to Duane Stevenson

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=f2da5d6f-17ae-4af0-961a-112377153dc6.pdf&fileName=2024%20EBS%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey%20Presentation.pdf


● Bering Sea Summary (southeastern and northern, SEBS / NBS)
○ Cooler than heatwave years, lower large copepods and avg small copepods 

in SEBS but increase in NBS, large fall bloom phytoplankton, age-0 pollock 
high in spring, low in surface in fall, low body condition in SEBS

● Gulf of Alaska (GOA) Summary
○ Western GOA cooler, nearshore eastern GOA warmer, high lipid content in 

zooplankton, avg age-0 Pcod but above avg age-0 pollock in nearshore, age-0 
sablefish avg growth rates

● Highlighted Projects
○ Larval size-at-date sensitivity, earlier spawning / faster growth in warm years

Ecosystem Surveys 

7Thanks to Ellen Yasumiishi

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=6ab67770-1363-4efd-983d-f3463a74d60b.pdf&fileName=Ecosystem%20Surveys%20Presentation.pdf


● ESR Climate Update (one for each region)
○ Overall cooler conditions in EBS and AI, moderate El Nino in GOA 

● NMFS Inseason Management
○ First presentation of this kind to Plan Team, flags important fishery 

changes and Plan Team would like to see in future

● ESP and Socioeconomic Sablefish Indicators
○ Separate agenda item, discussed prior to Plan Team report 

Overviews 

8
Thanks to B. Ferriss, I. Ortiz, E. Siddon, A. Jahn, S. Whitney, R. Dame, K. Shotwell

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=fc17ea71-1822-48f1-b58c-07ad4048232c.pdf&fileName=ESR_2024_SepGPT_Climate_rev.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=54f3adef-dfde-44a7-a6f2-e645ab1291ca.pdf&fileName=Inseason%20Mgmt%20Update%20Presentation.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=fa655895-2ca4-4100-925f-77572f61a532.pdf&fileName=ESP%20Presentation.pdf


● Data Limited Methods (DLM) Working Group
○ Requested another DLM progress report at Joint PT in 2025 

● Age and Growth Update
○ Recommended that maturity analyses be a priority in near future 

● Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs) 
○ Recommended adopting 2025-2026 DMRs from Halibut DMR group 

● REMA Diagnostics
○ Encouraged authors to explore new diagnostics at their discretion

Other Topics 

9
Thanks to Cindy Tribuzio, Derek Chamberlin, Michael Fey, Jane Sullivan

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=b8880138-a044-43d3-878b-0a1a974300e6.pdf&fileName=DLMWG%20Presentation.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=ef899b74-f27c-41fb-a91d-dd9bccc764f2.pdf&fileName=Age%20and%20Growth%20PRESENTATION.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=2f70c5dc-8b23-4165-98d3-60b292e6d68a.pdf&fileName=Halibut%20DMR%20Workgroup%20PRESENTATION.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c902bf31-2897-4cfd-8f4f-22c8501225b8.pdf&fileName=REMA-Validation%20Presentation.pdf


● PT Summary:
○ Teams discussed diagnostics provided in the guidelines and what should be 

brought forward for full assessments in September
○ Guidelines document is internal guidance for assessment authors and will likely 

evolve over time 
● SSC request: 

○ Update and Full assessments described in the Stock Assessment Definitions 
document, with Guidelines providing details for documentation 

○ Type of assessment will be determined early in each calendar year based on 
previous review outcomes, trends in survey data, and other considerations 
provided to the AFSC by stakeholders

Assessment Guidelines 

10

Thanks to Melissa Haltuch

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c814c3dc-681b-4b01-b481-f8eb89840087.pdf&fileName=AFSC%20Groundfish%20Stock%20Assessment%20Guidelines%20PRESENTATION%20.pdf


Groundfish Plan 
Team Contacts:

Steve.Barbeaux@noaa.gov
Sara.Cleaver@noaa.gov
Jim.Ianelli@noaa.gov
Chris.Lunsford@noaa.gov
Kalei.Shotwell@noaa.gov
Diana.Stram@noaa.gov
Cindy.Tribuzio@noaa.gov

Thank You! 



Steve Barbeaux, Kalei Shotwell, Diana Stram, Cindy Tribuzio

C3 Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Groundfish 
September Plan Team Report 

October 2024, Presentation to the SSC
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BSAI Presentation Summary
Topic Presenter Type Recommendations
Bogoslof Winter Acoustic Survey Nathan Lauffenburger Survey Update No

EBS Acoustic Survey & AVO Index Abigail McCarthy, Nathan 
Lauffenburger Survey Update No

EBS Pollock Jim Ianelli Full Model Yes, tier change

EBS Pacific Cod Steve Barbeaux Full Model Yes, 2 models

AI Pacific Cod Ingrid Spies Full Model Yes, 5 models

Alaska Plaice Lee Cronin-Fine Full Model Yes, 2 models

Northern Rock Sole Carey McGilliard Full Model Yes, 2 models

Greenland Turbot Meaghan Bryan Full Model Yes, 3 models

Pacific Ocean Perch Paul Spencer Full Model Yes, 2 models

Rougheye/Blackspotted Rockfish Paul Spencer Update Model Yes, 1 model

Harvest Projections Melissa Haltuch Final Models Yes, biomass trends

Proposed Specifications Steve Whitney



● Preliminary results:
○ Weather reduced survey from 4 

to 2 days, 19 transects combo 
spacing

○ Most female were pre-spawning 
so survey timing was good, 
surface temp average 

○ 2024 pollock estimate is 31% 
decrease from 2020, next survey 
2026

Bogoslof Winter Acoustic Survey 

14Thanks to Nathan Lauffenburger

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=b253bbc5-b7c9-4b52-913a-9e63804fb6c3.pdf&fileName=2024%20Bogoslof%20winter%20acoustic%20survey_Presentation.pdf


● Preliminary results:
○ Wider transect spacing and 

reduced trawling effort likely 
increased uncertainty

○ Total biomass pollock decreased 
25% from 2022 survey

○ More age 1-2 in EBS than in recent 
years, age 4+ fish still dominate

○ Acoustic vessel of opportunity 
(AVO) index is on the way

Summer Acoustic Survey & AVO Index 

15Thanks to Abigail McCarthy and Nathan Lauffenburger

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=0edeae2b-7b2a-4216-bc76-9c630ead19e7.pdf&fileName=MACE_Summer_EBS_Acoustic_and_AVO_Presentation.pdf


EBS Pollock

16

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c1dc7e8d-f3ff-44b5-8cdb-ab78adb79817.pdf&fileName=EBSpollock_presentation_sept24.pdf
https://afsc-assessments.github.io/ebs_pollock_safe/doc/sept.html


● Focussed on SSC concerns and stock recruitment relationships (SRR)
○ Impact on SRR due to selectivity, time series length, temperature, 

choice of priors on steepness, recruitment curve form, and sigmaR
● M-at-age and year matrix from CEATTLE tested 
● Evaluated impact of early CPUE and age data, little impact
● Developed options for testing alternative catch advice relative to 

ecosystem
● Discussed diagnostics through ADNUTS for model evaluation

EBS Pollock model explorations…

17

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c1dc7e8d-f3ff-44b5-8cdb-ab78adb79817.pdf&fileName=EBSpollock_presentation_sept24.pdf


EBS Pollock Tier designation

18

● SRR highly variable based on initial assumptions and heavily 
dependent on priors making the reliability of estimates of FMSY 
questionable

● A well informed FMSY is a prerequisite for Tier 1 status under the FMP 

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c1dc7e8d-f3ff-44b5-8cdb-ab78adb79817.pdf&fileName=EBSpollock_presentation_sept24.pdf


● Extensive presentation on responses to SSC comments

● SSC reconsider Tier designation

○ Reliance on SRR problematic for Tier 1
● Examine early age data and evaluate possible ageing bias and impacts 
● Continued development of consistent and standardized reporting of the 

Bayesian integration methods, including diagnostics and results 

EBS Pollock discussions & recommendations:

19

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c1dc7e8d-f3ff-44b5-8cdb-ab78adb79817.pdf&fileName=EBSpollock_presentation_sept24.pdf


● Model Explorations:
○ Focused on improvements to model efficiency and responding to SSC
○ Changing length composition bin size from 1 cm to 5 cm
○ Impact of static versus time varying survey selectivity 
○ Adding conditional age at length (CAAL) data for survey and fishery 

and alternative (Richard's) growth model
○ Updating the ageing error matrix with the most recent age data

EBS Pacific Cod

20Thanks to Steve Barbeaux

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=10659f40-0cc8-4675-8bab-11ce838b643b.pdf&fileName=Bering%20Sea%20Pacific%20Cod%20September%202024.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Consider the effect of increasing length bins on SSB and derived 

management quantities (reference Monnahan et al., 2016)
○ Recommended continued development of CAAL models, suggested future 

explorations with empirical w-at-age or time varying length/weight 
○ Team supported two models for November:

■ 23.1.0.d: base with updated data, updated aging error and pre-07 bias
■ 24.1: as 23.1.0.d + 5 cm length bins, static survey selectivity, and spline 

ageing error for all years

EBS Pacific Cod

21

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=10659f40-0cc8-4675-8bab-11ce838b643b.pdf&fileName=Bering%20Sea%20Pacific%20Cod%20September%202024.pdf


● Model Explorations:
○ Focused on models to address Plan Team and SSC comments
○ Two time block structure on natural mortality, pre/post marine heatwave 

starting in 2016
○ Replacement of von Bertalanffy with Richard's growth curve
○ Other model improvements included in bridging analysis:

■ Increase in maximum age, no plus group for fishery length
■ Time of settlement same year as spawning
■ Initial F based on average catch from 1981-1990

AI Pacific Cod

22Thanks to Ingrid Spies

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=4c32d076-64ea-440d-82e4-ca6a80ecd76b.pdf&fileName=AIPcod_Spies_Sept2024.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Present an additional bridging model (24.1a) with time block but uses von 

Bertalanffy instead of Richard's growth curve
○ Description of why Richard's shows large improvement if consistent with 

September model runs
○ Team recommended five models for November:

■ 24.0 (Tier 3): bridging improvements + Richard's growth 
■ 24.1 (Tier 3): same as 24.0 + time block on natural mortality
■ 24.1a (Tier 3): same as 24.0 but vonBertalanffy instead of Richard's
■ 2 Tier 5 Models: 13.4 base model, 24.2 base with new M (0.417)  

AI Pacific Cod

23

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=4c32d076-64ea-440d-82e4-ca6a80ecd76b.pdf&fileName=AIPcod_Spies_Sept2024.pdf


● Model Explorations:
○ Focused on converting existing ADMB model to Stock Synthesis
○ 4 base models, sequentially updating growth parameters, estimating 

mean recruitment, recruitment deviations, fishing mortality, selectivity, 
estimating growth

○ 24.0 updated survey age and length comps input sample sizes using 
bootstrap method (surveyISS), add age-1,2 comp data, estimate 
growth parameters, update length-weight relationship, update old age 
growth CVs

○ 24.1 same as 24.0 except weight-at-age internally estimated

Alaska Plaice

24Thanks to Lee Cronin-Fine

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=4104c8c0-93c5-465a-86f6-bc64162e2ca3.pdf&fileName=Alaska%20Plaice%20September%202024_Presentation.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Need additional diagnostics to consistently evaluate models, noted that 

differences between models were minor
○ Include control files used, retrospective analysis, and diagnostics as outlined 

in assessment protocols
○ At author's discretion use the bootstrap method to determine input 

sample size followed by Francis re-weighting
○ Team recommended 2 models for November: 

■ Base 3: SS3 model that most mimics previous ADMB model
■ 24.1: allows consistency with calculation of weight-at-age

Alaska Plaice

25

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=4104c8c0-93c5-465a-86f6-bc64162e2ca3.pdf&fileName=Alaska%20Plaice%20September%202024_Presentation.pdf


● Model Explorations:
○ Focused on models to address Plan Team and SSC comments
○ Two minor modifications from models presented in the appendix of 

the 2022 assessment and for a risk table adjustment to ABC
■ Francis data weighting combined with afscISS input sample sizes
■ Estimating female natural mortality (male already estimated)

○ Much improved fits to survey biomass index in recent years and 
estimates of catchability reflecting previous research on herding

Northern Rock Sole

26Thanks to Carey McGilliard

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=d8ab870f-8f5d-46eb-9ad9-e64b954ff60e.pdf&fileName=bsai_nrs_september_2024_v2.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Pre-1979 fishery selectivity is unreasonable (lack of data), bimodality in 

trace plots of some parameters (but convergence)
○ Environmental conditions not incorporated but some projection model 

work and research priority for next assessment
○ Fishery age data from special projects may be acceptable for conditional 

data but not fishery comp data (evaluate case-by-case) 
○ Team recommended 2 models for November:

■ 18.3: base model with new data
■ 24.2: 18.3 + Francis data weighting + afscISS + estimate female M

Northern Rock Sole

27

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=d8ab870f-8f5d-46eb-9ad9-e64b954ff60e.pdf&fileName=bsai_nrs_september_2024_v2.pdf


● Model Explorations:
○ Focused on data updates, new methods, and model assumptions 
○ Slope survey strata areas updated, corrected length distributions
○ New methods for longline survey interpolation in BSAI
○ Bootstrapping approach to input sample size (afscISS) for surveys 
○ Evaluated autocorrelation in recruitment (none/fixed), selectivity time 

blocks by center of gravity 
○ Evaluated analytical solution for estimating catchability (float q), and 

variance adjustment of length composition data

Greenland Turbot

28Thanks to Meaghan Bryan

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=882f5809-27a5-4eb5-9fe4-4719870d6c1f.pdf&fileName=bsai_gt_september2024_Presentation.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Concerns regarding lack of slope data, model start time, assumptions 

about spawner / recruit relationship (SRR) autocorrelation, and lack 
of reweighting

○ Consider temperature covariate and floating versus fixing catchability
○ Team recommended 3 models for November:

■ M1: updated slope data
■ M19: M1 + linear longine + q float + afscISS + no slope blocks 
■ M20: M19 + fixed autocorrelation in recruitment

Greenland Turbot

29

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=882f5809-27a5-4eb5-9fe4-4719870d6c1f.pdf&fileName=bsai_gt_september2024_Presentation.pdf


● Model Explorations:
○ Focused on CIE and SSC/Plan Team recommendations
○ Exploratory model runs included stochastic initial age comps, 

time-varying survey selectivity
○ Increased penalty for dome-shapedness for fishery selectivity and 

lognormal prior on AI survey catchability  

Pacific Ocean Perch

30Thanks to Paul Spencer

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9edc9d2e-38f2-4e87-8d4c-4a1349a33869.pdf&fileName=BSAI%20POP%20Assessment%20update_sep_2024_Presentation.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Discussed trawlable habitats in different regions for survey selectivity and 

catchability, but difficult to combine surveys 
○ Multimodal pattern in recent fishery selectivity and Team discussed reasons 

such as changes in fleet and performance, SSL restrictions   
○ Team recommended exploring size distribution of POP over time related 

to changes in the fishing fleet
○ Team supported 2 models for November: 

■ 16.3: last year's accepted model
■ 24.2: 16.3 + penalty for dome-shapedness fishery selectivity + 

lognormal prior on AI survey catchability 

Pacific Ocean Perch

31

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9edc9d2e-38f2-4e87-8d4c-4a1349a33869.pdf&fileName=BSAI%20POP%20Assessment%20update_sep_2024_Presentation.pdf


● Model Explorations:
○ Focused on responses to SSC/Plan Team recommendations
○ Incorporation of IPHC data into the assessment, fits/diagnostics 

degraded with this addition
○ Comparison of size compositions between survey and fishery data 

indicated largest fish similar, summary stats could be useful 
○ Comparison of BS/RE to POP ratio in the AI survey suggest decline in 

bycatch rate not due to increasing POP tows with no BS/RE, rather 
smaller sizes of BS/RE in survey, #s might better support

Blackspotted Rougheye Rockfish

32Thanks to Paul Spencer

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=346d2bf5-af30-481f-84c7-5677d8309ac1.pdf&fileName=BSAI%20BSRE%20Assessment%20update_sep_2024_Presentation.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Discussed borrowing selectivity from another survey, but none similar 

enough and IPHC uses different hooks
○ Team agreed with author to not include IPHC survey due to lack of 

length comp data, selectivity difficult to determine, and poor fit
○ Team recommended bringing forward previously accepted model (20) 

for November (update assessment)

Blackspotted Rougheye Rockfish

33

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=346d2bf5-af30-481f-84c7-5677d8309ac1.pdf&fileName=BSAI%20BSRE%20Assessment%20update_sep_2024_Presentation.pdf


● New! Reviewed in September instead of November
● Stocks Evaluated (lead author): 

○ Northern Rockfish (Paul Spencer), high catch in 2023, expected to be 
smaller in 2024, next full assessment 2025

○ Alaska Skate (Cindy Tribuzio), catch decreased in 2024 for both 
Alaska skate and other skates, next full assessment 2025

○ Arrowtooth Flounder (Kalei Shotwell), BS catch lowest in time series, 
AI low but increased from 2023, next full assessment 2026

Harvest Projections

34Thanks to Melissa Haltuch, Kalei Shotwell, Paul Spencer, Cindy Tribuzio 

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=badd42c1-111a-4b70-876e-40022856c418.pdf&fileName=2024%20BSAI%20harvest%20projections.pdf


● Discussion & Recommendations:
○ Discussed lack of current survey information due to change in 

schedule and recommended coordination with survey presentations 
to include HP stocks

○ Team supported potential AFSC evaluation of sensitivity to earlier 
catch dates and subsequent catch advice

○ Discussed red-flag potential, although unlikely for these stocks, no 
formal process to revisit in November, adjustment could be made

○ Team agreed with the authors’ OFL and ABC recommendations

Harvest Projections

35

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=badd42c1-111a-4b70-876e-40022856c418.pdf&fileName=2024%20BSAI%20harvest%20projections.pdf


●

Proposed Specifications Team recommended (1 of 2)

36



●

Proposed Specifications Team recommended (2 of 2)

37



BSAI Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs)

38

Thanks to Michael Fey (AKFIN) and other Halibut DMR Working Group members: Jen Cahalan (PSMFC), Jennifer 
Ferdinand (NMFS AFSC), Krista Melani (NMFS AKRO), Jason Gasper (NMFS AKRO), Ian Stewart (IPHC)



Thank You!
BSAI Plan Team 
Contacts:
Steve.Barbeaux@noaa.gov
Kalei.Shotwell@noaa.gov
Diana.Stram@noaa.gov 
Cindy.Tribuzio@noaa.gov



C3 Gulf of Alaska Groundfish
September 2024 Plan Team Report
Jim Ianelli (AFSC), Chris Lunsford (AFSC), Sara Cleaver (NPFMC)

October 2024
Presentation to the SSC
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GOA Presentation Summary 
Topic Presenter at Plan Team Type Recommendations
Winter Acoustic Survey Mike Levine Survey Update No

GOA Pollock Cole Monnahan Full Model Yes

GOA Pacific Cod Pete Hulson Full Model Yes

Dusky and Northern Rockfish Kristen Omori, Ben Williams Full Models Yes

Thornyhead Rockfish Kevin Siwicke Full Model Yes

GOA DSR Phil Joy, Jan Rumble CIE Response, Model, 
Updates Yes

Arrowtooth Model Bridging Kalei Shotwell, Grant Adams Research model Yes

Harvest Projections Chris Lunsford Harvest projection final 
review Yes

FY25 Acoustic Survey Planning Lyle Britt Survey planning No
GOA Rockfish Spatial 
Management Sara Cleaver Discussion paper No

Proposed Specifications 
(including DMRs) Abby Jahn Proposed specs Yes
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Thanks to …

GOA 

◼ Deyblahblah
◼

Thanks to Mike Levine
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2024 Winter Acoustic Survey: Biomass/Abundance
Shumagin 

Pavlov Bay

Thanks to Mike Levine

Shelikof
Chirikof 
shelfbreak
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GOA Pollock

Thanks to Cole Monnahan

● Responded to CIE review (May 2024): 4 changes
● Model 23 in TMB
● Models 23c and 23d put forward by author (in addition to base Model 23)

○ 23c: Includes all changes except Dirichlet-multinomial 
○ 23d:+Dirichlet-Mult



45

GOA Pollock GOA pollock
• Previous assessments missed reporting sample sizes 

– Francis weighting gave unacceptably low values 
– Rectified by new Dirichlet Multinomial option

• The Team 
– requested that the report always include the actual 

(effective or fixed) sample size be reported
– requested that the RW q penalty be dropped
– Recommended Model 23d and base for November

• Team supported other decisions including dropping age-1 
and -2 juveniles from the pre-spawner acoustic-trawl survey 
(also in accord w/ CIE review)

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=992c01cb-ccdf-40bf-bee5-076f3b1216ea.pdf&fileName=GOApollock.pdf
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GOA Pacific Cod, discussions and recommendations
● Changes to input data files and data processing

○ Models 2019.1c-e described in report
○ Model 2019.1e.5cm combined all changes (author’s recommended)

● The Team recommended the author only bring forward their preferred 
model (Model 2019.1e.5cm) as “2024” along with “base” in November

● Other minor comments:
○ Use Akaike Information Criterion (AIC) aging error model selection
○ Examine weight-at-age output from SS3 to compare with empirical data on 

weight-at-age
○ For now, Team agreed with using recommended status quo apportionment

Thanks to Pete Hulson

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c25717be-1f75-40f3-addc-e9051bc93381.pdf&fileName=GOApcod.pdf
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GOA Thornyhead rockfish

Thanks to Kevin Siwicke / Katy Echave

The Team recommended 

● bringing Model 24.2 (additional observation error and single process 
error) and base model forward for November. 

● further evaluation of adding additional observation errors, and to provide 
information on the mechanisms that might justify additional observation 
errors.



Dusky and northern rockfish: Apportionments

The Team recommended
● using VAST approach for dusky and northern rockfish apportionment

○ further exploration of the dusky EGOA apportionment 
● re-examine single shared process error by region for northern rockfish

Thanks to Kristen Omori and Ben Williams

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=84ea3fdc-de85-4bb4-8f83-7fa4f6a7765b.pdf&fileName=GOA_Dusky_Northern%20Rockfish%20PRESENTATION.pdf
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GOA Dusky Rockfish: Model Changes

Thanks to Kristen Omori

1) Trawl survey biomass correction to use a lognormal error structure. 
2) Recruitment starting year correction in population projection model 

(impacts spawning biomass reference points)

Dusky model comparisons between the currently accepted ‘base’ model, m22.3a, and the 
two updated models, m22.4a and m22.5a.

The Team agreed with the author, recommended model 22.5a with both 
model changes described above and base model (22.3a) for November.

●
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GOA Northern Rockfish: Model Changes

Thanks to Ben Williams

● Trawl survey biomass changed to use a lognormal error structure (same as dusky)
○ introduced as M22.1a. 

● Model 22.1b used input sample sizes (ISS) that incorporated growth variability and aging error. 
● The Team accepted these changes as improvements to the base model.
● ADMB model to RTMB (M24)

The Team recommended: 

● moving forward with RTMB, and Model M24.a (estimated M and selectivity 
priors) & base model (M24) for November 

● further evaluation of small differences in the bridging between ADMB and 
RTMB 
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GOA Demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) 

● Response to CIE review of Bayesian surplus production model for yelloweye
● Update on future of ROV survey
● Update on DSR authorship changes
● The Team recommended that ADF&G get DSR and yelloweye lengths 

from the IPHC survey as there are limited data available from the state 
and the IPHC has some stations in SEO. Afterward learned the IPHC does 
not measure fish other than halibut unless there is a special project request. 

Thanks to Phil Joy and Jan Rumble 



Research track model using CEATTLE compared to the single species ADMB 
model. 

Team recommended that the TMB version of the single species 
model be used in 2025 and brought forward to the September 
meeting.
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GOA Arrowtooth flounder CEATTLE model bridging

Thanks to Kalei Shotwell and Grant Adams
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GOA Harvest Projections NEW: Reviewed in Sept instead 
of November meeting

● GOA flathead sole- Maia Kapur
● GOA POP- Ben Williams, Maia Kapur
● GOA RE/BS rockfish- Jane Sullivan
● GOA rock sole- Meaghan Bryan

The Team recommended: 

● Authors’ OFLs and ABCs as shown in the documents

● Evaluation of variability and consequences in extrapolating catches from late August forward 

● HP documents and slides include subarea apportionments for GOA stocks and clarify that 
apportionment proportions are rolled over from last full assessment

Thanks to Chris Lunsford (presentation) & authors

● GOA shallow-water flatfish (SWF)- Meaghan Bryan
● GOA rex sole- Carey McGilliard
● GOA deepwater flatfish- Carey McGilliard
● GOA arrowtooth flounder (ATF)- Kalei Shotwell
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● Discussion paper requested by (and being presented to) Council
● Info only for SSC, not asking for in-depth review at this time. 

○ Looking for guidance from Council first
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GOA Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs)

Thanks to Michael Fey (AKFIN) and other Halibut DMR Working Group members: Jen Cahalan (PSMFC), 
Jennifer Ferdinand (NMFS AFSC), Krista Melani (NMFS AKRO), Jason Gasper (NMFS AKRO), Ian Stewart 
(IPHC)
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GOA Groundfish Proposed Harvest Specifications- PT Recs Table 1 (1 of 2)

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=87eb80b6-18be-4a1d-af77-532c4ae05f2f.pdf&fileName=C3%20GOA%202025%20Plan%20Team%20Proposed%20ABC-OFL%20Table%201.pdf
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GOA Groundfish Proposed Harvest Specifications- PT Recs Table 1 (1 of 2)

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=87eb80b6-18be-4a1d-af77-532c4ae05f2f.pdf&fileName=C3%20GOA%202025%20Plan%20Team%20Proposed%20ABC-OFL%20Table%201.pdf


Thanks to … GOA GFPT and Presenters




