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Presentation Outline

= Process overview for C4/C5 (GOA & BSAI Groundfish) (document on eAgenda)

m  2026-2027: Adjustments resulting from Federal shutdown

= Available information in 2025
= Update on C3
= “Annual Two-Year” Harvest Specifications Process, Rulemaking (Gretchen Harrington, NMFS AKRO)

= GOA Groundfish (C4)

m  Stock status summary
= GOA Bottom trawl survey 2025 (Dr. Bob Foy, AFSC)
m  TACs, PSC limits & apportionments

= BSAI Groundfish (C5) - separate agenda item & presentation @


https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=36a39434-bace-4cd0-8346-08d0a521d414.pdf&fileName=C4C5%20Groundfish%20Specs%20Process%20Dec%202025.pdf

Final Specifications for 2026-2027:

Process & available information

= No new SAFE reports for 2025 due to Federal shutdown

= 2024 SAFE Reports, Ecosystem Status Reports (ESR), Ecosystem and
Socioeconomic Profiles (ESPs), associated information

= September 2025 Plan Team, October 2025 SSC Review

= Recommendations from proposed harvest specifications

= 1 Harvest Projection (GOA deepwater flatfish, already reviewed)
= Updated catch reports for all stocks

= Limited survey information from multiple recent surveys



C3 Contextual Information Supporting Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Postponed

Due to the lapse in Federal appropriations the products that were intended to be included under this item are not available.

BSAIl and GOA year-end Inseason Management Reports (Council)
B NMFSis planning to complete a 2025 annual Inseason Management Report but will not be available until early 2026.
B NMFS will provide any Inseason Management updates since the October meeting in the December B2 report.
B Previous annual reports can be found here.

Ecosystem Status Reports (ESRs)
B Complete 2025 ESRs are not available. Prior year ESRs can be found here.
B The Alaska Fisheries Science Center is in the process of determining if 2025 ESRs will be completed and if so, when they will be
available.

Economic and Community Indicator Reports
B These reports include relevant information from the Economic Status Report for Groundfish Fisheries of the Gulf of Alaska and
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (Groundfish Econ SAFE) and the Annual Community Engagement and Participation Overview
(ACEPO). The most recent versions of these reports, including an unreviewed, preliminary 2025 Groundfish Econ SAFE are
located on the Human Dimensions of Fisheries Data Explorer.
B The SSC may schedule presentations of these reports at a future meeting as part of the ongoing process to improve the @
availability of socio-economic information for harvest specifications.



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/alaska-inseason-management-annual-reports-north-pacific-fishery-management
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/ecosystems/ecosystem-status-reports-gulf-alaska-bering-sea-and-aleutian-islands
https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2000:5281936726914:::::

Two-Year Harvest Specifications Process, Rulemaking

(Gretchen Harrington, NMFS AKRO)

“Annual 2-year process” takes 6 months

October — Council recommends proposed harvest specifications for 2 years

Before December Council meeting — NMFS reviews Council recommendations and publishes proposed specifications and
requests public comments

December — Council recommends final harvest specifications for 2 years
NMFS reviews the Council recommendations and considers public comments

January — Fisheries open based on final harvest specifications published the previous March (Pacific cod and pollock in the GOA,
and Pacific cod, pollock, and Atka mackerel in the BSAI) - NMFS uses inseason adjustment authority to adjust TACs for the species
that may be constrained by the Council’s final TACs

March — NMFS publishes final harvest specifications for 2 years

Process repeats each year

This year

— NMFS is reviewing the proposed specifications and anticipates publishing them in December @
— Final specifications must be published by March 17t/18t% 2026



GOA 2025 assessment plans and changes due to shutdown:

Assessment Type

GOA Stocks for 2025

Operational full

Operational update

Harvest Projections (reviewed in
Sept/Oct)

Deepwater flatfish

Catch Reports (now for all stocks)

Dusky rockfish
Northern rockfish
Thornyhead rockfish
Demersal shelf rockfish
Flathead sole

Sharks

Pollock, Pacific ocean perch, rougheye & blackspotted rockfish, arrowtooth flounder, rex sole,
shallow water flatfish (northern/southern rock sole), Pacific cod, Other rockfish, shortraker
rockfish, skates, Atka mackerel, Octopus
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=be090180-c72d-4b18-a531-a5063efb7241.pdf&fileName=C4%20Addl%20Risk%20Metrics%20for%20Select%20GOA%20Stocks.pdf

2025 GOA bottom trawl survey (BTS)
from Sept 2025 Presentation to the GFPT

* Last GOA BTS in 2023 GOA Survey Footprint Change
* ~17% fewer stations in 2025 o

* New stratified random survey as s v
of 2025

g — Badtow
* Notable changes in biomass as l
discussed Sept/Oct 2025 :

NMFS Area639  goytheast Inside

g- p? - 3 T 500
%, {ZQ —) §> \cgl @ | 400

60000

mg ® Shumagin
2 m Chirikof
m  Kodiak
50 ®  Yakutat
= Southeastern

g “‘ \ 300 g:

: "V,'}II'Q B 20 8 Percent reduction of historic GOA survey sampling areas:

28 Unrawiabe . &5 " Across entire GOA, ~ 1.4% reduction of area

T = gedten | 2715 km? A | In the Western GOA regulatory area, ~1.3% reduction
- r2sa0 T e In the Eastern GOA regulatory area, ~3.2% reduction

=
ﬂ’@é NOAA FISHERIES U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 10
-


https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf

2025 GOA bottom trawl survey (BTS)
from Sept 2025 Presentation to the GFPT
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf

GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Preliminary 2026/2027 OFLs, ABCs, TACs based on proposed rule Table 1 (1 of 2)

Table 1. Harvest Specifications for Groundfish in the Gulf of Alaska (metric tons) for 2026 and 2027
pre-mesting DRAFT, Mowemnber 2025
Catch Catch
2024 through 2025 nrougn
Spetles Arsa OFL ABC TAC 1H3112024 OFL ABLC TAC TIE2025 OFL OFL
Siate GHL na 4,755 n'a n'a 4,525 nia nia na
W E10) na 38,552 38,582 31,585 na 37344 37344 14,029 nia na
G {B20) nia 90,937 90,937 727 na 82265 82,265 To4TT nia na
Pollock G {B30) na 50,587 50,587 20,717 n'a 91805 31,805 35,046 nia na
WYAK na 9,500 9,900 1,352 n'a 5282 0,262 1,861 nia n'a 3
Subiotal 268,916 100,740 185,971 125,411 210,111 181,022 176,406 134,413 1 33
SEQ 12,985 49,745 49,745 - 12,958 9,749 0,749 2 4 g
Taolal 282,914 200,485 195,720 125411 223,108 190,771 186,245 134,415 12,52 2
W na 8,745 G121 4478 n'a 8,710 B, 097 5,340 8,182 =1 &
na 20,590 15,442 15,159 na 20,506 15,379 13,844 ] 19
Pacific Cod E na 2,537 2,203 358 na 2925 2,154 532 2
Total 38,712 32,272 23,766 20,030 35,658 32,141 23,670 18,716 30
W n'a 4,598 4 698 2777 n'a 4995 4,746 3117 3 4
C na 9,651 9,551 7267 n'a 10257 5744 7318 na 5
Sablafsh WY AK nia 2,526 2,926 2370 na 3,125 2 6B6 2,160 nia 2
SEQ na 5,320 5,320 4,542 na 5,660 5,660 4,826 n'a S
Z0A Total na nia 2,596 16,955 n'a n'a 238336 17.4 nia
Llaska-wide OFL and ABC AK Tolal So.084 47,148 n'a o032 47505 na 57,797 [
W na 23,337 13,250 64 na 23,755 13,250 107 n'a na
L= na 27,783 27,783 2,830 n'a 28279 28279 2,025 nia na
Shallow-wWater Flafeh WYAK na 2,778 2,778 1 n'a 2328 2828 25 na na
SED na 1,667 1,667 1 n'a 1557 1,697 - nia n'a
Tatal 68, 121 55,565 45,4TE 2 596 B9,277 56,559 4E,054 2,157 59,610 10
W na T T B n'a 234 234 1 nia na
C na 2,655 2,555 T8 n'a 2518 2816 TG na na
Deap-Wabar Flatflah WY AK nia 1,556 1,856 3 na 18238 1,828 -] nia na
SEQ na 2,314 2,314 2 na 2280 2,280 4 nia na
Taolal 8,367 7,062 7,062 91 5,263 6,953 B.958 Br 8.114 g, 114
W na 3,37 3,347 23 n'a 3382 3,362 12 nia na
c nia 13,639 13,6359 535 na 13558 13,655 535 nia na
Rex Sola WIYAK na 1,453 1,453 1 na 1436 1,436 - nia na
SEQ na 2,905 2,905 - n'a 28T 2.8M - 3 n'a
Taolal 25,978 21,364 21,354 o6 26,002 21,387 21,387 ab67 25,743
W nia 30,4059 14,500 450 na 33583 14,500 260 nia na 33
L= na 64,871 64,571 17,632 n'a 68261 68,261 12,765 '3 na ES
Amewtood Floundsr WYAK na 7.670 7.5670 31 n'a 6,595 BG5S 2 nia na B
SEQ na 16,099 6,900 7 na 10,998 10,998 28 nia na
Talal 142 465 119,245 a4 141 18,152 142,532 119,547 100,454 18,182 143,347 43 347
W nia 13,273 8,650 145 n'a 13,592 B.5650 B4 nia na
C na 21,3507 21,307 B9D n'a 21817 21,817 836 nia na
Flathead Sola WIYAK na 3,576 3,576 = na 347 3,970 - nia na
SEQ nia 2,047 2,047 - na 2,097 2,057 - nia a
Taolal 45414 40,503 35,680 1,035 o, o567 21475 365 336 51,176 1,176
W na 1,787 1,787 1,666 n'a 1,723 1,753 1,500 3 na
c na 28,757 28,757 2,792 na 28209 28,209 23,870 n'a na
Pacific ocean parch WY AK nia 2110 2,110 1,546 na 2070 2,07 1,892 nia na
SED na 7,065 n'a - n'a 6,93 E.930 - nia na
Todal 4AT.488 3,718 3,718 25,404 46,562 J8.a62 38,962 27,562 44 528 44 625




GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Preliminary 2026/2027 OFLs, ABCs, TACs based on proposed rule Table 1 (2 of 2)

2024 hm 2025 m':'n;'tj;n 2028 2007+
speciss Area OFL ABC TaC | 12312004 OFL ABC TAC 1/8/2025 OFL ABC TAC OFL ABC TAC

W va 2535 253 35 = 1,305 135 366 = T 33E T 5 n 35 T

Noriner Rocklsh c 3 2,280 2,280 B2 na 3,580 3,560 1213 2 3,54 54L 3,548 54

= na nia n'a n'a na - na na I -
Total 5750 4.815 2515 1.136 B.064 5076 076 167 G BaE 5505 3,505 = B 4,905 3,905
W 3 ET) T 1E na ET) ) 3 73 e, T n 3 T
c 13 138 130 136 na 169 189 361 3 A B a2 i1

Shoriraker Rockfish E 3 424 424 105 na 424 e 136 3 424 424 n 224 £
Toal 8E3 BA7 Ba7 Fi EE3 647 BT =00 w3 BT B4T 5 547 ¥

W 3 128 T 72 na 209 209 &8 3 20 T n o D
c 13 7,365 7.365 2,127 na 5,818 5,518 2,179 3 5,527 5,527 5 527 5,527
Dusky Rockfiah WYAK 13 84 o 5 na 215 215 23 13 204 204 n 204 204
SED 3 30 30 . na o5 %6 - 2 g af :

Total 3281 7.624 7624 3.204 7705 5338 £33 3370 7318 T oz 7 502 B2
W 3 197 197 53 na 222 224 =5 3 = 7 273 7o
C 3 315 315 148 na 359 353 120 13 36 1656 n 365

Roughays and Blackspatied Rockfish | 3 525 525 102 na 507 507 &9 2 B0 & 508 50
Total 1,555 1057 1037 302 1576 1180 (RS 254 =T 20 20 = 203 20

TWICATAR Ta ) o) e i =7 =7 7= = 7 57 = 57 77
Demersal shalf rocknsh EED 376 prE] prE] 188 52 EFT ELT) 566 =54 304 354 Eoa EFT) 354
W 3 31 374 37 3 % 50 e 3 e T 508 S0
c va ga3 ga3 &5 na 500 580 73 iz 500 =n n 50 500
Themyhead Rockfish E 3 £21 £21 % n'a s42 s42 1 3 547 542 542 547
Total 5170 T8 TEE & T 35 3% i) T T 75 =
TICAVTAR 3 1353 1353 5 7 106 106 00 3 EX X : v e
Othar Rockfsh sE0 va 2,471 300 32 V3 2,421 300 21 na 2 421 300 nia 2 471 300
Total i) 3774 1652 575 IE 505 1364 Ry TEIE 3.5 T rY; 3505 T
Aa mackars] Toal 5,300 3,700 3,700 360 5000 4,700 3,000 567 S 500 3,700 500 52 3,700 Wi

W 3 745 745 152 na 745 745 105 3 745 745 745 74

c 13 1,748 1,748 827 na 1749 1742 1724 13 74 748 n 748 74

Sig Skats E 3 a1 341 112 na 341 1 262 2 s A 341 14
Total 3.780 2,835 2,835 1,083 3780 3,835 2836 2081 780 T 2,835 378 2835 3,835
W 3 104 104 T na 104 104 B 2 04 0d 0
c 13 1,804 1,804 =02 na 1,804 1,904 584 13 A0 n Ang A0
Longnass Skats E 3 538 538 234 na 538 538 527 2 53¢ 538 535
Total 3,380 3,53 2.53 786 3.380 353 3536 1250 380 3,536 3536

Dher Skates COA-WiIdE 88T BaE 56t BAS B&T 665 565 520 AT BGS T
Sharks COA-WidE E.521 3,801 2.801 1485 B2 501 2981 1.536 5 3 3,05
Dctopuses GOA-WIOE 1,307 5a 58 190 1,307 980 960 3 07 m 264
TOTAL 7e5.608  SoaTed | S20020| 220079 | 709422 0762 514635 | 2.3 | oo 354,332 64,332

Moms: AECS are af the level of the siock or siock complex and shown in Total or "G0A-wite™ rows. Any Jquantiies shown by area are spatial apportionments of ASC and do not reflect ACLs.

GOA calch (not AK wide catch for sablefish Inciuded In caich intals. AEC for sabisfish (AR wide) shown In AEC Tofals.
"2R2E-2027 OFLs and ABCS a5 recommendsd by the Cound In Golpber 2025 and speciflied In the 20252025 final hanvest speciications published In March 2025,
Sources: 2024 and 2025 Fnal GO& Hanes! Spechicalions (published March 2024), 2025 and 2026 Final GO8 Harvest Spedfications (pubished March 2025), 2025-2027 Proposed GOA Hareest Speciications (Councl motion, Cclober 2025), NMFS Catch ACCouning

System (CAS).




Adjustments for state waters Pacific cod (GOA)

Table 2--GOA TAC and GHL for State Waters Pacific Cod (ABCs based on recommendations from
October 2025 Council meeting).

Final 2026 GOA Pacific cod ABCs, TACs, and State GHLs (mt)

Specifications Western Central Eastern Total
ABC 8.182 19.263 2.748 30.193
State GHL 2 864 4,816 687 8,367
(%) of ABC for State GHL | 35% 25% 25%

Federal TAC 5.318 14,447 2.061 21.826

Note: The Federal TAC 1s designated for Federal fisheries only and does not mnclude the State GHL.

Final 2027 GOA Pacific cod ABCs, TACs, and State GHLs (mt)

Specifications Western Central Eastern Total
ABC 8,182 19.263 2,748 30,193
State GHL 2.864 4816 687 8,367
(%) of ABC for State GHL. | 35% 25% 25%

Federal TAC 5.318 14 447 20612194 | 21.826

Note: The Federal TAC 1s designated for Federal fisheries only and does not include the State GHL.



Halibut PSC limits by gear type (GOA)

Table 3--Final 2026 and 2027 Pacific Halibut PSC Limits, Allowances, and Apportionments [Values are
in metric tons]

Hook-and-line gear!
Trawl gear
Other than DSR DSR
Season Percent Amount | Season Percent | Amount Season Amount
January 20 - 30.5 220 | January 1 - 86% 220 | January 1 - 9
April 1 June 10 December
31

April 1 - July 1 20 341 | June 10 - 2% ]

September 1
July 1 - 27 460 | September 1 - 12% 3
August 1 December 31
August 1 - 7.5 128
October 1
Cctober 1 - 15 296
December 31
Total 1,705 256 9

! The Pacific halibut PSC limit for hook-and-line gear is allocated to the demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) fishery and
fisheries other than DSR. Since 1595, the Council recommended and NMFS proposed that the hook-and-line
sablefish fishery and the pot and jig gear groundfish fisheries be exempt from halibut PSC limits.



Halibut PSC Trawl Apportionments (GOA)

Table 4--Final 2026 and 2027 Apportionment of the Pacific Halibut PSC Limits Apportioned Between
the Traw] Gear Shallow-Water and Deep-Water Species Fisheries [Values are in metric tons]

Season Shallow-water Deep-water! Total

January 20 - April 1 385 135 520
April 1 - July 1 89 256 341
July 1 - August 1 120 340 460
August 1 - October 1 23 75 128
Subtotal January 20 - October 1 643 806 1,449
October 1 - December 312 n'a n'a 256
Total n‘a n'a 1,705
! Vessels participating in cooperatives in the Rockfish Program will receive 191 mt of the third season (July 1 —
August 1) deep-water species fishery Halibut PSC apportionment.

2 There is no apportionment between trawl shallow-water and deep-water species fisheries during the fifth
season (October 1 through December 31).




Halibut PSC limit CV-CP hook-and-line split (GOA)

Table 5--Final 2026 and 2027 Apportionments of the “Other Hook and Line Fisheries™ Halibut PSC

Allowance Between the Hook-and-Line Gear Catcher Vesszel and Catcher/Processor Sectors

[Values are in metric tons]

Hook-and-Line Hook-and-line Annual Amount Season Seasonal Seasonal
gear (Other than Sector Percentage Amount
DSR) Annual
PSC Amount
Catcher Vessel 149 86 128
2 3
256 12 18
107 86 92
Catcher/Process
or 2 2
12 13




GOA Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs)

Table 6-- Final 2026 and 2027 Halibut Discard Mortality Rates for Vessels Fishing in the Gulf of
Alaska (Values are in percent of halibut assumed to be dead )

catcher/processor

Halibut discard
Gear Sector Groundfish fishery
mortality rate (percent)

Catcher vessel All 100
Pelagic trawl

Catcher/processor All 100

Catcher vessel Rockfish Program 03
Mon-pelagic trawl Catcher vessel All others 62

Mothership and catcher/processor All 79

Catcher/processor All 12
Hook-and-line

Catcher vessel All 15
Pot Catcher vessel and All 29
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