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Final GOA groundfish harvest specifications 2026/2027

AP/Council action 

For 2026-2027 harvest 
specifications:
◼ TAC recommendations
◼ Halibut PSC limit 

apportionments
◼ Halibut DMRs
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Presentation Outline

◼ Process overview for C4/C5 (GOA & BSAI Groundfish) (document on eAgenda)
◼ 2026-2027: Adjustments resulting from Federal shutdown
◼ Available information in 2025
◼ Update on C3
◼ “Annual Two-Year” Harvest Specifications Process, Rulemaking (Gretchen Harrington, NMFS AKRO)

◼ GOA Groundfish (C4)
◼ Stock status summary 
◼ GOA Bottom trawl survey 2025 (Dr. Bob Foy, AFSC)
◼ TACs, PSC limits & apportionments

◼ BSAI Groundfish (C5) - separate agenda item & presentation 3

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=36a39434-bace-4cd0-8346-08d0a521d414.pdf&fileName=C4C5%20Groundfish%20Specs%20Process%20Dec%202025.pdf


Final Specifications for 2026-2027:
Process & available information

◼ No new SAFE reports for 2025 due to Federal shutdown
◼ 2024 SAFE Reports, Ecosystem Status Reports (ESR), Ecosystem and 

Socioeconomic Profiles (ESPs), associated information
◼ September 2025 Plan Team, October 2025 SSC Review
◼ Recommendations from proposed harvest specifications

◼ 1 Harvest Projection (GOA deepwater flatfish, already reviewed)
◼ Updated catch reports for all stocks 
◼ Limited survey information from multiple recent surveys
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C3 Contextual Information Supporting Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Postponed

Due to the lapse in Federal appropriations the products that were intended to be included under this item are not available.

BSAI and GOA year-end Inseason Management Reports (Council)
◼ NMFS is planning to complete a 2025 annual Inseason Management Report but will not be available until early 2026. 
◼ NMFS will provide any Inseason Management updates since the October meeting in the December B2 report. 
◼ Previous annual reports can be found here. 

Ecosystem Status Reports (ESRs)
◼ Complete 2025 ESRs are not available. Prior year ESRs can be found here.  
◼ The Alaska Fisheries Science Center is in the process of determining if 2025 ESRs will be completed and if so, when they will be 

available.

Economic and Community Indicator Reports
◼ These reports include relevant information from the Economic Status Report for Groundfish Fisheries of the Gulf of Alaska and 

Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (Groundfish Econ SAFE) and the Annual Community Engagement and Participation Overview 
(ACEPO). The most recent versions of these reports, including an unreviewed, preliminary 2025 Groundfish Econ SAFE are 
located on the Human Dimensions of Fisheries Data Explorer.

◼ The SSC may schedule presentations of these reports at a future meeting as part of the ongoing process to improve the 
availability of socio-economic information for harvest specifications.
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/alaska-inseason-management-annual-reports-north-pacific-fishery-management
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/ecosystems/ecosystem-status-reports-gulf-alaska-bering-sea-and-aleutian-islands
https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2000:5281936726914:::::


Two-Year Harvest Specifications Process, Rulemaking 
(Gretchen Harrington, NMFS AKRO)

“Annual 2-year process” takes 6 months

• October – Council recommends proposed harvest specifications for 2 years

• Before December Council meeting – NMFS reviews Council recommendations and publishes proposed specifications and 
requests public comments

• December – Council recommends final harvest specifications for 2 years

• NMFS reviews the Council recommendations and considers public comments

• January – Fisheries open based on final harvest specifications published the previous March (Pacific cod and pollock in the GOA, 
and Pacific cod, pollock, and Atka mackerel in the BSAI) - NMFS uses inseason adjustment authority to adjust TACs for the species 
that may be constrained by the Council’s final TACs

• March – NMFS publishes final harvest specifications for 2 years

• Process repeats each year

  This year 
       – NMFS is reviewing the proposed specifications and anticipates publishing them in December
       – Final specifications must be published by March 17th/18th 2026
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GOA 2025 assessment plans and changes due to shutdown:
Assessment Type GOA Stocks for 2025

Operational full Pollock, Pacific ocean perch, rougheye & blackspotted rockfish, arrowtooth flounder, rex sole, 
shallow water flatfish (northern/southern rock sole)

Operational update Pacific cod, Other rockfish, Shortraker rockfish, Skates, Atka mackerel, Octopus

Harvest Projections (reviewed in 
Sept/Oct)

Deepwater flatfish 

Catch Reports (now for all stocks) Dusky rockfish
Northern rockfish
Thornyhead rockfish
Demersal shelf rockfish
Flathead sole
Sharks
Pollock, Pacific ocean perch, rougheye & blackspotted rockfish, arrowtooth flounder, rex sole, 
shallow water flatfish (northern/southern rock sole), Pacific cod, Other rockfish, shortraker 
rockfish, skates, Atka mackerel, Octopus
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Stock status summary from 2024
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GOA Bottom Trawl Survey
Biomass Trends
Nov 2025, adapted from Sept 2025 Presentation to the GFPT
Only for select stocks*

*As noted in process doc and Select Stocks tableU.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 9

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=be090180-c72d-4b18-a531-a5063efb7241.pdf&fileName=C4%20Addl%20Risk%20Metrics%20for%20Select%20GOA%20Stocks.pdf


2025 GOA bottom trawl survey (BTS) 
from Sept 2025 Presentation to the GFPT

• Last GOA BTS in 2023
• ~17% fewer stations in 2025
• New stratified random survey as 

of 2025
• Notable changes in biomass as 

discussed Sept/Oct 2025

GOA Survey Footprint Change

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 10

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf


Catch composition 

2025 GOA bottom trawl survey (BTS) 
from Sept 2025 Presentation to the GFPT

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 11

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf
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GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Preliminary 2026/2027 OFLs, ABCs, TACs based on proposed rule Table 1 (1 of 2) 
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GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Preliminary 2026/2027 OFLs, ABCs, TACs based on proposed rule Table 1 (2 of 2) 



Adjustments for state waters Pacific cod (GOA)
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Halibut PSC limits by gear type (GOA)
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Halibut PSC Trawl Apportionments (GOA)
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Halibut PSC limit CV-CP hook-and-line split (GOA)
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GOA Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs)
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