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SSC action: Final harvest specifications (OFLs, ABCs) to manage the 
2026/2027 GOA and BSAI groundfish fisheries

Order of Presentations:

◼ Process overview (see doc on eAgenda) 

◼ C3 update (1 slide)

◼ Sablefish, GOA Groundfish (select stocks) (C4)

◼ BSAI Groundfish (select stocks) (C5)

eAgenda C4/C5
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=36a39434-bace-4cd0-8346-08d0a521d414.pdf&fileName=C4C5%20Groundfish%20Specs%20Process%20Dec%202025.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=36a39434-bace-4cd0-8346-08d0a521d414.pdf&fileName=C4C5%20Groundfish%20Specs%20Process%20Dec%202025.pdf


Process: Framework for Catch Specifications / BSIA (1 of 2)

◼ North Pacific Stock Assessment Review Process- description of how BSIA is 
considered in process (link to document)

◼ Stock prioritization- determines frequency and type of stock assessment documents 
produced for each stock *correction next slide
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https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2022-06/Alaska-best-scientific-information-available-final.pdf


Stock Assessment Definitions: Clarification on Harvest Projections

Process doc p.2  CORRECTION

Groundfish Stock Assessment Definitions document on SAFE page will be updated to reflect 

these changes.

Correction:

Harvest projections (HP):

• Are currently only prepared during 

for stocks in Tier 3 during the 3rd

year of a 4-year schedule .

• Recent survey info provided as a 

supplement in the document, if 

available.

• Do not update projection model 

with recent survey information.
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=0b5e829c-989e-415f-a71e-77d69b319759.pdf&fileName=C4C5%20Groundfish%20Specs%20Process%20Dec%202025.pdf
https://files.npfmc.org/SAFE/GroundfishStockAssessmentDefinitions.pdf
https://www.npfmc.org/library/safe-reports/


Process: Framework for Catch Specifications / BSIA (2 of 2)

◼ North Pacific Stock Assessment Review Process- description of how BSIA is considered in process (link
to document)

◼ Stock prioritization- determines frequency and type of stock assessment documents produced for 
each stock 

◼ SAFE Reports, Plan Team Reports – basis for BSIA

◼ Groundfish harvest control rules account for scientific uncertainty, may be additional reductions from 
maxABC

◼ SSC provides review of information as well as recommendations for OFLs/ABCs based on BSIA. 

◼ NMFS certifies that such recommendations are consistent with NS2 (e.g., 2024 SAFE Report).
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https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2022-06/Alaska-best-scientific-information-available-final.pdf


Two-Year Harvest Specifications Process, Rulemaking 
(Gretchen Harrington, NMFS AKRO)

“Annual 2-year process” takes 6 months

• October – Council recommends proposed harvest specifications for 2 years

• Before December Council meeting – NMFS reviews Council recommendations and publishes proposed specifications and 
requests public comments

• December – Council recommends final harvest specifications for 2 years

• NMFS reviews the Council recommendations and considers public comments

• January – Fisheries open based on final harvest specifications published the previous March (Pacific cod and pollock in the GOA,
and Pacific cod, pollock, and Atka mackerel in the BSAI) - NMFS uses inseason adjustment authority to adjust TACs for the 
species that may be constrained by the Council’s final TACs

• March – NMFS publishes final harvest specifications for 2 years

• Process repeats each year

This year 
– NMFS is reviewing the proposed specifications and anticipates publishing them in December
– Final specifications must be published by March 17th/18th 2026
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Final Specifications for 2026-2027: Available information in 2025

◼ No new SAFE reports for 2025 due to Federal shutdown

◼ 2024 SAFE Reports, Ecosystem Status Reports (ESR), Ecosystem and 
Socioeconomic Profiles (ESPs), associated information

◼ September 2025 Plan Team, October 2025 SSC Review

◼ Recommendations for proposed harvest specifications

◼ 1 Harvest Projection (GOA deepwater flatfish, already reviewed)

◼ Updated catch reports for all stocks 

◼ Limited survey information from multiple recent surveys
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Process- SSC Review of stocks

2024 SAFE: No stocks subjected 

to overfishing (2023), not 

overfished (in 2024), nor were 

any approaching a condition of 

being overfished. 
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C3 Contextual Information Supporting Groundfish Harvest Specifications-
Postponed

Due to the lapse in Federal appropriations the products that were intended to be included under this item are not available.

BSAI and GOA year-end Inseason Management Reports (Council)

◼ NMFS is planning to complete a 2025 annual Inseason Management Report but will not be available until early 2026. 

◼ NMFS will provide any Inseason Management updates since the October meeting in the December B2 report. 

◼ Previous annual reports can be found here. 

Ecosystem Status Reports (ESRs)
◼ Complete 2025 ESRs are not available. Prior year ESRs can be found here.  

◼ The Alaska Fisheries Science Center is in the process of determining if 2025 ESRs will be completed and if so, when they will be

available.

Economic and Community Indicator Reports
◼ These reports include relevant information from the Economic Status Report for Groundfish Fisheries of the Gulf of Alaska and

Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (Groundfish Econ SAFE) and the Annual Community Engagement and Participation Overview 
(ACEPO). The most recent versions of these reports, including an unreviewed, preliminary 2025 Groundfish Econ SAFE are 
located on the Human Dimensions of Fisheries Data Explorer.

◼ The SSC may schedule presentations of these reports at a future meeting as part of the ongoing process to improve the 
availability of socio-economic information for harvest specifications.
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/alaska-inseason-management-annual-reports-north-pacific-fishery-management
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/ecosystems/ecosystem-status-reports-gulf-alaska-bering-sea-and-aleutian-islands
https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2000:5281936726914:::::


C4 Gulf of Alaska Groundfish & Joint (AK Sablefish)

Presentation to the SSC

December 2025

Sara Cleaver (NPFMC)
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GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Preliminary 2026/2027 OFLs, ABCs, TACs based on proposed rule Table 1 (1 of 2) 
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GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Preliminary 2026/2027 OFLs, ABCs, TACs based on proposed rule Table 1 (2 of 2) 
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Assessment Type GOA Stocks for 2025

Operational full Pollock, POP, REBS, ATF, Rex sole, SWF (N/S 

rock sole)

Operational update Pacific cod, Other rockfish, Shortraker, Skates, 

Atka mackerel, Octopus

Harvest Projections (reviewed in Sept/Oct) Deepwater flatfish 

Catch Reports (now for all stocks) Dusky rockfish

Northern rockfish

Thornyhead rockfish

Demersal shelf rockfish

Flathead sole

Sharks

Pollock, POP, REBS, ATF, Rex sole, SWF (N/S 

rock sole), Pacific cod, Other rockfish, Shortraker, 

Skates, Atka mackerel, Octopus

GOA 2025 assessment plans and changes due to shutdown:
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Stock status summary from 2024
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GOA Survey info (general)

◼ All “select” stocks for review use the GOA bottom trawl survey (BTS)

◼ Pollock and sablefish both use BTS as secondary survey, using acoustic (pollock) and 

longline (sablefish) surveys as primary 

◼ Several others (shown in slides) use LLS as secondary, some others used but data not 

shown (ADFG, IPHC)

◼ Note: Only operational (full or updates) assessments incorporate most recent survey data 

into model projections. 

◼ Harvest projections do not update the projection model with recent survey information, so the 

projections of ABC and OFL do not account for recent changes in survey biomass or abundance 

estimates.

◼ Harvest projections do provide updated survey data in the document, when available.
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GOA Bottom Trawl Survey

Biomass Trends
Nov 2025, adapted from Sept 2025 Presentation to the GFPT
Only for select stocks*

*As noted in process doc and Select Stocks table 16

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=be090180-c72d-4b18-a531-a5063efb7241.pdf&fileName=C4%20Addl%20Risk%20Metrics%20for%20Select%20GOA%20Stocks.pdf


2025 GOA bottom trawl survey (BTS) 
from Sept 2025 Presentation to the GFPT

• Last GOA BTS in 2023
• ~17% fewer stations in 2025
• New stratified random survey as 

of 2025
• Notable changes in biomass as 

discussed Sept/Oct 2025

GOA Survey Footprint Change
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf


Catch composition 

2025 GOA bottom trawl survey (BTS) 
from Sept 2025 Presentation to the GFPT
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9b76d0ba-d282-4daf-9399-844ada79a5fa.pdf&fileName=GOA%20BTS%202025%20Presentation.pdf


Alaska Sablefish (Tier 3a, annual)

Summary info from 2024 assessment:

▪ Above BMSY (B73% in 2025, B80% in 2026)

▪ Risk table (2024):

▪ No elevated scores from author or PT.

▪ Level 2 from SSC for assessment 

considerations due to the lack of new data… 

→ 5% reduction (Dec 2024, p15)

▪ Catch for projections: 

▪ 24,692 t in 2025 (yield ratio of 0.49 

assumed based on a 2024 extrapolated 

catch of 23,152 t and an ABC of 47,146t).

from 2023

Catch/ABC (2024, 2025 as of 11/8): 0.49, 0.46
2025 ABC: 47,605 t
2026 ABC: 47,008 t
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=223ec8b9-e9b4-4557-a81f-3e5dcece0b73.pdf&fileName=SSC%20Report%20DRAFT%20to%20Council.pdf


Sablefish: Surveys

• Biomass estimate in 2025: 
~153,000 mt 

• -21.3% from 2023

2025 RPN +4% from 2023 in GOA

GOA Bottom Trawl Survey 
(Secondary)

GOA Longline Survey (Primary) 
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Summary info from 2024 assessment:

◼ Above BMSY (B45% in 2025, B37% in 2026 (196,028 t))

◼ No elevated risk table scores (2024)

◼ Catch for projections: Estimated catch of 131,000 t 
(2024) and maxABCs for 2025 (181,022 t) and 2026 
(133,075 t)

GOA Pollock (Tier 3a, annual)

Catch*/ABC (2024, 2025 as of 11/8): 0.63, 0.70

*Does not include state catch

2025 ABC: 190,771 t

2026 ABC: 142,824 t
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GOA Pollock: Surveys

Shelikof Strait winter surveyGOA Bottom Trawl Survey

• Biomass estimate in 2025: ~1,214,000 mt 
• +32.1% from 2023     , a few large hauls in 610
• poor fit to NMFS BTS per 2024 SAFE
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GOA Pacific cod (Tier 3b, annual)

Summary info from 2024 assessment:

◼ Below BMSY but above MSST (B28.7% in 
2025, B27.3% in 2026)

◼ Risk table (2024):

◼ Level 2 (popdy)

◼ No reduction

◼ Catch for projections: maxABC

Catch*/ABC (2024, 2025 as of 11/8) =  0.62, 0.61 
*does not include state catch

2025 ABC: 32,141 t

2026 ABC: 30,193 t
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GOA Pacific cod: Surveys

• Biomass estimate in 2025: ~310,000 mt 
• +39.2% from 2023
• Model uses abundance, not biomass

LL surveyGOA Bottom Trawl Survey
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GOA Pacific ocean perch (Tier 3a, biennial)
last operational assessment 2023, HP 2024

Summary info from 2023/2024:

◼ Above BMSY, 2025 estimated at 224,800 t (B65%)

◼ Risk table (2023):

◼ Level 2 (assessment), Level 2 (popdy)

◼ SSC: Popdy level 1 (Dec 2023, p38)

◼ No reduction from maxABC

◼ Catch for projections: 

◼ Yield ratio (0.8) from last 3 complete years multiplied by projected ABCs. 

◼ = 31,058 t (2025) and 29,435t (2026)

Catch/ABC (2024, 2025 as of 11/8): 0.64*, 0.71

*typo in C4 Addtl metrics doc

From 2023

2025 ABC: 38,962 t

2026 ABC: 37,509 t
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=f7e6149f-a0d5-496f-a64c-63077eb2165e.pdf&fileName=SSC%20Report%20Dec%202023_FINAL.pdf


GOA Pacific ocean perch: BTS Survey

• Biomass estimate in 2025: ~824,000 mt 
• -46.4% from 2023
• About average for time series

GOA Bottom Trawl Survey
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GOA Rougheye & blackspotted rockfish (Tier 3a, biennial)
last operational assessment 2023, HP 2024

Summary info from 2023/2024:

◼ Above BMSY (=8,751 t)

◼ 2025 = 13,078 t, 2026= 13,059 t

◼ Risk table (2023)

◼ Level 2 (assessment), Level 2 (popdy)

◼ Reduction from maxABC (SSC Dec 2023, p41-42)

◼ Stairstep method: 2026 ABC = Mean of 2025 ABC 
(specified in 2023) and 2026 maxABC estimated in 
2024.

◼ 2026 maxABC = 1,365 t

◼ 2026 ABC = 1,203 t (for 2026, in proposed specs)

◼ Catch for projections: 

◼ Yield ratio= 0.5 (avg catch: ABC from last 3 complete 
years)

◼ Estimated catches= 656 t (2025) and 667 t (2026)

Catch/ABC (2024, 2025 as of 11/8): 0.29, 0.22

From 2023 (light green is current base model)

2025 ABC: 1,180t

2026 ABC: 1,203t 
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=f7e6149f-a0d5-496f-a64c-63077eb2165e.pdf&fileName=SSC%20Report%20Dec%202023_FINAL.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=f7e6149f-a0d5-496f-a64c-63077eb2165e.pdf&fileName=SSC%20Report%20Dec%202023_FINAL.pdf


GOA Rougheye & blackspotted rockfish: Surveys

GOA BTS 2025
~30,000 mt = 
-2.3% from 2023

GOA Longline Survey
0% change from 2023 

~19,000 mt = -20.1% from 2023 ~12,000 mt = +52.3% from 2023

GOA BTS rougheye GOA BTS blackspotted
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GOA Shortraker rockfish (Tier 5, biennial)
last operational assessment 2023

Summary from 2023 SAFE:

2025 Biomass: 28,768t
2025 OFL: 863 t
2025 ABC: 647

◼ No elevated risk table 
scores

Biomass estimate in 2025: 
~24,000 mt → -21.2% from 2023

LL survey

Bottom trawl survey

Catch/ABC (2024, 2025 as of 11/8)

= 0.54, 0.77 

2025 ABC: 647t

2026 ABC: 647t
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GOA Skates (Tier 5, biennial)
last operational assessment 2023

Summary from 2023 SAFE & updated catch/ABC as of 11/8/25

◼ No elevated risk table scores

Big skate
2025 Biomass: 37,804 t
2025 OFL: 3,780 t
2025, 2026 ABC: 2,835

2024 catch/ABC: 0.39
2025 catch/ABC: 0.74

BTS Biomass estimate in 2025: 
~85,000 mt → +8.0% from 2023

Includes:
longnose skate, big skate, Aleutian skate, Alaska skate, 
Bering skate, whiteblotched skate, mud skate, skate 
unid.*, deepsea skate*, roughtail skate*, commander 
skate*, butterfly skate*, whitebrow skate*

Biomass estimate in 2025: 
~36,000 mt → -3.6% from 2023 

Longnose skate
2025 Biomass: 33,804 t
2025 OFL: 3,380 t
2025, 2026 ABC: 2,536 t

2024 catch/ABC: 0.31
2025 catch/ABC: 0.51

Other skates
2025 Biomass: 8,869 t
2025 OFL: 887 t
2025, 2026 ABC: 665 t

2024 catch/ABC: 0.97
2025 catch/ABC: 0.78

Including 2025 GOA BTS 

biomass estimates
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GOA Other rockfish (Tiers 4/5/6, biennial)
last operational assessment 2024

Catch/ABC (2024, 2025): 0.15, 0.12

Summary from 2024 SAFE:

2025/2026 OFL: 4,618 t
2025/2026 ABC: 3,504 t (+ 1t northern rockfish SEO)

◼ No elevated risk table scores

• Biomass estimate in 2025: ~123,000 mt 
• +11.6% from 2023

This complex includes:
silvergray rockfish, redstripe rockfish, sharpchin rockfish, northern rockfish, redbanded rockfish, greenstriped rockfish, harlequin rockfish, yellowtail 
rockfish, bocaccio, darkblotched rockfish, widow rockfish, yellowmouth rockfish, pygmy rockfish, stripetail rockfish*, aurora rockfish*, splitnose
rockfish*, blackgill rockfish*, vermilion rockfish*

Bottom trawl survey
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GOA Other rockfish: BTS biomass trends for some species components
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GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Table 1 (1 of 2)
GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Preliminary 2026/2027 OFLs, ABCs, TACs based on proposed rule Table 1 (2 of 2) 
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GOA Groundfish Harvest Specifications- Preliminary 2026/2027 OFLs, ABCs, TACs based on proposed rule Table 1 (2 of 2) 
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GOA Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs)

Thanks to Michael Fey (AKFIN) and other Halibut DMR Working Group members: Jen Cahalan (PSMFC), Jennifer 

Ferdinand (NMFS AFSC), Krista Melani (NMFS AKRO), Jason Gasper (NMFS AKRO), Ian Stewart (IPHC)

Area Gear Operation 

2025 DMRs

(specified)

2026/27 DMRs

(recommended)
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C5 Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Groundfish 

Diana Stram, Council staff

December 2025 

SSC

Review of information available for planned BSAI assessment products for 2025 specifications cycle
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2025 planned BSAI Documentation Summary
Assessment BSAI stocks for 2025 (November)

Operational Full EBS Pollock, Yellowfin Sole, Greenland Turbot, Northern 
Rockfish, BSAI Skates

Operational Update Pacific cod (Eastern Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands (AI))

Harvest Projection 
(reviewed in Sept/Oct) None this year

Catch Report

Pollock (AI), Pollock (Bogoslof), Arrowtooth flounder, 
Kamchatka flounder, Northern rock sole, Flathead sole, 
Alaska plaice, Other flatfish, Pacific ocean perch, 
Rougheye & blackspotted rockfish, Shortraker rockfish, 
Other rockfish, Atka mackerel, Sharks, Octopus 
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● Highlights:
○ Survey methods update and 

standard data collections
○ Cold pool similar to 2022 in 

extent, but colder and below 
average

○ Fish biomass generally down 
relative to 2022 

● Discussion:
○ NBS survey still being processed at 

time of Plan Team presentation 
(but appended to eAgenda version 
of survey presentation)

EBS trawl survey (note additional slides are posted to eAgenda from 

September Plan Team with updated EBS NBS slides)

Thanks to Duane Stevenson 38



● EBS 350/350, NBS 137/144 
stations sampled 

● 124,170 lengths, 6,532 otoliths, 
4,408 stomachs collected

● Water temps slightly warmer 
than 2024, cold pool area 
smaller, no CTD or O2 data

● Biomass similar to last year for 
most fish species, lots of small 
Pacific cod

Eastern Bering Sea Trawl Survey

Thanks to Duane Stevenson
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=34dfc96d-3d96-4862-92ab-aec8ec0402f5.pdf&fileName=2025%20Eastern%20Bering%20Sea%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey%20-%20Sept%20Plan%20Team.pdf


Stock Status from 2024 SAFE Report

Note does not include AI Pacific cod (B24%) 40



EBS Pollock: Tier 3a; 

annual assessment

Summary information  from 2024 
assessment

Stock is above BMSY

2025 ABC = 2,417,000 t
2026 ABC = 2,036,000 t

EBS Survey Biomass (mt):

2024:  5,476,067

2025: 3,825,362 (-30%)

EBS Survey population #s (x1000)

2024: 10,307,932

2025: 6,575,619 (-36%)

No elevated risk table scores

Basis for 2025-2026 catch projection: rounded estimated catch (1.3 mill t)

Catch/ABC:

2024: 0.57

2025 (11/8/25): 0.55

Surveys used in assessment:

EBS

NBS

Acoustic trawl

AVO

New information available
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EBS Pacific cod:  Tier 3b; 
annual assessment

Summary information from 2024 assessment

2025 ABC = 153,617
2026 ABC = 141,520

New information and risk table summary

EBS Survey Biomass (mt)

2024: 635,840

2025: 570,986 (-10%)

EBS Survey population #s (x1000)

2024: 436,530

2025: 516,669 (+18%)

Stock is at B38%

Catch/ABC:

2024: 0.85 (.85 with state fishery)

2025 (11/8/25): 0.72 (0.85 w/state)

Risk Table scores:

Level 2 for Ecosystem concerns; 

no reduction from maxABC

ESP updated in 2024

Basis for 2025-2026 catch projection:
Projections are based on assumed catches of 165,659 t 
(5yr ave) in 2024, and 153,617 t (full ABC) in 2025

Surveys used in assessment:
EBS
NBS
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AI cod: Tier 3b; annual assessment

2025 ABC = 13,376 t
2026 ABC = 12,973 t

Risk table scores:

level 2 pop dynamics; 

level 2 ecosystem

Basis for 2025-2026 catch projection:
5 year average (extrapolated) for 2024 
catch and full ABC for 2025 catch

Catch/ABC:

2024: 0.34

2025 (11/8/25): 0.34

(0.35 with state catch)

2024 AI bottom trawl survey (no AI survey 2025)

• Continued decline from 2022 (-2%)

• Lowest of time series

Surveys used in 

assessment:

AI bottom trawl survey 

(2024)

Summary information from 2024 assessment
Stock is at B24%

New information and 
risk table summary
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BSAI Yellowfin sole: Tier 1a; 

annual assessment

Stock is above BMSY

2025 ABC = 262,557 t
2026 ABC = 267,639 t

EBS Survey Biomass (mt):

2024:  1,503,618

2025:  1,548,142 (+3%)

EBS Survey population #s (x1000)

2024:  5,643,105

2025:  5,772,913 (+2%)

Risk table scores:

No elevated scores

Basis for 2025-2026 catch projection:
Mean catch 2020-2024 using an extrapolated catch of 74,288 
for 2024 and 116,803 for 2025 instead of maxABC

Catch/ABC:

2024: 0.34

2025 (11/8/25): 0.31

Summary information from 2024 assessment

Surveys used in 

assessment:

EBS

NBS
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BSAI Greenland turbot: Tier 3a; 

biennial assessment

Stock is above BMSY

2025 ABC =   1,678 t
2026 ABC =   1,328 t

Risk Table scores

Level 3 for Assessment concerns 

(esp. retrospective patterns, lack 

of model fit to decline); 

Level 2 population dynamics due 

to uncertainty in future 

recruitment;

Level 2 for fishery performance

25% reduction from maxABC

Basis for 2025-2026 catch 
projection:
preliminary catches of 1,143 t was used in 

place of maximum permissible ABC for 2025 

and 2026 to provide OFL and maximum ABC 
estimates 2025 and 2026 catch estimated as 
the product of the average proportion of the 
TAC captured over the previous 5 years (2019-
2023), 36%, and the 2024 TAC, 3,188 t.

Catch/ABC:

2024: 0.24

2025 (11/8/25): 0.37

Summary information from 2024 assessment

Surveys used in 

assessment:

EBS

AFSC Longline

New information and risk table summary
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BSAI Northern rockfish: Tier 3a; 

biennial assessment 

(last update assessed 2023, HP 2024)

Additional surveys used in 

assessment:

AI bottom trawl survey (primary)

EBS 

AI survey biomass (t) with CV by area

Slide 1 of 2

Summary information from 2023 assessment

0

500,000

2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Aleutian Islands Bottom Trawl Survey 
Biomass  (t) Total biomass over all 

areas
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BSAI Northern rockfish: Tier 3a; 

biennial assessment 

(last update assessed 2023, HP 2024)

Stock is above BMSY

2025 ABC =  18,694 t
2026 ABC =  18,232 t

Risk table scores:

Level 2 population dynamics; 

Level 2 assessment

Basis for 2025-2026 catch projection: 
Projections are based on estimated catches of 7,706 t and 7,514 t used in 
place of maximum permissible ABC for 2025 and 2026

Catch/ABC:

2024: 0.46

2025 (11/8/25): 0.43

Summary information from 2023 assessment

Additional surveys used in 

assessment:

AI bottom trawl survey (primary)

EBS 

New information and risk table summary

Slide 2 of 247



BSAI Skates: Tier 3a (Alaska Skate) /5 (other Skates); 

biennial assessment (last assessed 2023, HP 2024)

2025 ABC = 36,523 t
2026 ABC = 35,833 t

EBS survey Biomass (mt):

2024:  407,133

2025:  399, 887 (- 2%)

EBS survey population #s (x1000)

2024:  102,931

2025:  113,374 (+10%)

Risk table scores: 

Level 2 assessment

Basis for 2025-2026 catch projection: 
projected and extrapolated total catch based on most recent 5 years

Catch/ABC:

2024: 0.72

2025 (11/8/25): 0.53

Surveys used in 

assessment:

EBS

AI

Slope (Tier 5 stocks only)

Alaska Skate

Summary information from 2023 assessment

Stock is above BMSY

Not used in assessment
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BSAI Skates: model convergence issues and trends

49
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BSAI Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs)

Thanks to Michael Fey (AKFIN) and other Halibut DMR Working Group members: Jen Cahalan (PSMFC), Jennifer 

Ferdinand (NMFS AFSC), Krista Melani (NMFS AKRO), Jason Gasper (NMFS AKRO), Ian Stewart (IPHC) 51
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