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Outline of presentation

= Brief review of information available in this specifications process and
stock status/survey information

« Actions for the AP for 2026-2027 specifications
= Set TACsfor 2026-2027
= Set Flatfish reserves for 2026-2027
= Set PSC limits and apportionments for 2026-2027
= Set DMRs for 2026-2027



Assessment

Operational Full

BSA! scocks for 2025 (November)

EBS Pollock, Yellowfin Sole, Greenland Turbot, Northern
Rockfish, BSAI Skates

Operational Update

Pacific cod (Eastern Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands (A

Harvest Projection
(reviewed in Sept/Oct)

None this year

Catch Report

Pollock (Al), Pollock (Bogoslof), Arrowtooth flounder,
Kamchatka flounder, Northern rock sole, Flathead sole;
Alaska plaice, Other flatfish, Pacific ocean perch, Rougheye
& blackspotted rockfish, Shortraker rockfish, Other
rockfish, Atka mackerel, Sharks, Octopus




Process 2026-2027: available information to inform specifications

« No new SAFE reports for 2025 due to federal shutdown

« 2024 SAFE Reports, previous SAFE Reports, ESRs, ESPs, associated
information

= September 2025 Plan Team, October 2025 SSC Review
= Recommendations for proposed harvest specifications
= Catch reports for all stocks
« Limited survey information



EBS trawl survey (note additional slides are posted to eAgenda from

September Plan Team with updated EBS NBS slides)

® Highlights: - <= <58 2025
O Survey methods update and v T .

standard data collections

O Cold pool similar to 2022 in extel
but colder and below average

O Fish biomass generally down
relative to 2022

® Discussion:

O NBS survey was still being
processed at time of Plan Team
presentation (but appended to
eAgenda version of survey
presentation)

Thanks to Duane Stevenson and EBS Trawl survey team



Stock Status from 2024 SAFE Report

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
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Eastern Bering Sea Trawl Surve

EBS 350/350, NBS 137/144
stations sampled

124,170 lengths, 6,532
otoliths, 4,408 stomachs

collected

Water temps slightly warmer
than 2024, cold pool area
smaller, no CTD or O2 data

Biomass similar to last year Ol ,ewooth founder

most fish species, lots of small

Pacific cod

Thanks to Duane Stevenson

Common name Year Biomass (mt) Population (x1,000)
walleye pollock 2024 5,476,067 10,307,932

2025 3,825,362 (-30%) 6,575,619 (-36%)
Pacific cod 2024 635,840 436,530

2025 570,986 (-10%) 516,669 (18%)
yellowiin sole 2024 1,503,618 5,643,105

2025 1,548,142 (3%) 5,772,913 (2%)

2024 1439,739 7.417.950
northern rock sole 2025 1,490,955 (4%) 7,807,291 (5%)
iathoad sole 2024 723,996 2,311,092

2025 714,106 (-1%) 2,278,779 (-1%)
Bering flounder 2024 10,370 48,918

2025 12,315 (19%) 72,799 (49%)
Alaska plaice 2024 349579 634,036

2025 333,810 (-5%) 586,292 (-8%)

2024 582,469 926,415

2025 491,918 (-16%) 669,870 (-28%)

2024 28,362 69,129
Kamchatka flounder 2025 33,231 (17%) 73,058 (6%)
Pacific halibut 2024 125,145 65,136

2025 133,705 (7%) 80,524 (24%)

2024 407,133 102,931
Alaska skate 2025 399,887 (-2%) 113,374 (10%)
Pacific ocean perch 2024 Lol e

2025 11,741 (-77%) 12,420 (-83%)



https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=34dfc96d-3d96-4862-92ab-aec8ec0402f5.pdf&fileName=2025%20Eastern%20Bering%20Sea%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey%20-%20Sept%20Plan%20Team.pdf
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ACTION ITEMS FOR THE AP FOR BSAI SPECIFICATIONS:

RECOMMEND TACS FOR 2026-2027:




Set cod and Sablefish TACs to consider State Waters fisheries

BS cod, Al cod BS Sablefish, Al Sablefish

State waters GHL set at 5% of the combined

BS GHL = 13% of ABC +45 t to Area O] BS and Al ABC in 2026 and 2027

Al GHL = 31% of ABC [change from 35%)]

Note that Al GHL change is not included in

proposed TACs Based on the 2025 GHL fishery most of the

catch in 2026-2027 expected to occur in
State waters adjacent to the federal BS
subarea therefore AP may consider
recommending that the BS TACs account for
the reduction due to State waters GHLs

@10
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Table 1. Harvest specifications for BSAl Groundfish For 2026 and 2027

pFre- ring DRAFT, H bBeor 2025
2024 Catch 2025 Catch 2026 2027
through through
Species Area OFL ABC TAC 1231424 | OFL ABC TAC 1118125 OFL ABC TAC OFL ABC TAC
ES 62,000 | 207000 | 1312680 atzel]  zasroon]  eairoon]  icmanno] 14 ERE|  o4ueo00 ZOZE000 | 1375.000 | 2496000 | 2036000 | 1375000
Pollock Py BIEIE | 42654 5420 #,953 BE 725 45 05 ] 5,000 457 BE 2] 46437 | 19,000 Tl I 19,000
Bogoslof | 115,046 | 86,360 25D = 77,354 53, 015 ZE o) I 55015 F T R ZE
Pacific ood ES 00995 | 167.952 | HT.753 Taz.753] 193,504 [EEGH I e R 620 | demory | deazas | wsz0 ] 1enirT
2 4G 12471 050 ENCE] 6,752 12,375 5 5ot T E00% 6,277 12477 5477 273 | Jea7s 5477
ESANGDA]  ER0md | 4745 Nl R T 47 505 3] +E72]  E7.797 47,00 nia | E7.7a7 | 47,008 i
Sablefich ES Nl 11450 7595 4591 Nl 13,207 5455 % 751 i 13,057 5005 el Ty 5005
2 Nl 1900 2 440 1742 n.'.il 156 7 340 921 i 4z 7 440 Nl a1 7 440
Yellowfin sole ESAl 306298 | 266913 | 195,000 a192] eomzar|  seessr] | mmoon e SE7E39| 145,000 06039 | ZEF.E3| 146000
ECAl % 705 R R TEE > EOE 1678 1678 515 > 053 1328 1328 > 053 1328 1328
Greenland turbot ~ ES Nl > BT > BT 15z o] 1415 1415 405 i 1120 1120 Nl 1120 1120
Py Nl 501 501 05 Nl 267 267 o1z i 20 20 Nl 20 20
Arrowtooth flounder ESAI Wz2e0 | evEan| 14000 WweEn]  ioddee BB 14,000 aozd| ez red I T 14,000
Kamchatka flounder ESA 5,850 7 493 7 493 5157 B8 5,200 5,200 e 7.790 5. G0E 5. G0E 7.790 5 G0E 5. G0E
Morthern rock sole  ESA ar.aze | lzz0ol| 66000 s T T 75,000 o947 E2z0 58,225 | 75.000| 66220 (Be.2en 75,000
Flathead sole ESAl G605 | Erzea| 35500 12176 ez BE07 36,000 samz|  ioezen arT00 | FE000|  WBzel|  SR.700 36,000
Alaska plaice ESAl Ed B 10,253 4576 75745 15,902 5ad7|  naes waan | 200|  angEs | zeoan 16.200
Other flatfish ESAl 22919 17,189 4500 51497 26,05 19,562 4,500 e 19,562 4500  oe083| 19662 4,500
ECAl 43010 | 41096 | a7.EeE 37,096 4 534 57 a7h 3458 S I SEETE | 22490 |  #n084 |  GE6TE 3430
ES i T 55 T.745 i 0121 .11 3 45 i 5,05 5305 Nl 5305 5305
Pacific Ocean perch Ej) Nl 7963 7963 7,702 i R R 50003 i E144 E144 Nl 5144 E144
Cal Nl 33 33 ] i 5 553 5 553 45003 i 5 441 5 441 Nl 5 441 5 441
Wl R I IR 12,305 i 417 500 .36 i Eoes ] feoon el J5oeE 2000
Northern rockfish  ESA e B 5,09 o7 a4 16,694 12,000 o wezaz | fzoon|  zeoed|  ie.ese 12,000
ECAl 7E] 5D 5D ] o 706 706 4z a0z TEE TEE S0z TEE TEE
E;‘;:"HSD"E:;?:;H""Q ESIEAI i e e 201 i 40 05 74 i 441 441 Nl 441 441
Calw Al Nl E E LR i T = 41 i “oh “oh Nl “oh “oh
Shortraker rockfish ESA| 708 530 530 177 Bl 477 477 501 B3l 477 477 Bl 477 477
ECAl a0 \ZE0 \ZE0 3R] 140 1054 1054 W0ZE 1405 1054 1054 140 1054 1054
Other rockfish ES Nl g2 g2 TaE Nl 53 ] 504 i 53 53 Nl 53 53
2 Nl a0 a0 E7a n.'.il 415 5 Eov i 415 415 Nl 415 415
C Miged | 9558 | 7e0e7 A R R B 000 Snd4n]  jo7.ead sooel | Geadl]  Joreea | SeoEd T a4]
Atka mackerel ESIEAI E R T.76G i 4EEE0] 000 3771 i 41,731 41,731 Nl 4,731 41,731
Cal sl J67E4 ] 15,754 TEE5A i s T 24121 i i RN nial  Zarie T3 716
Wl sl oegEz | 2zars 3,754 i 20057 JE.557 Te44E i Seatd | 17494 el 6.4l 17 454
Skates ESAl 46574 | ara0s| 30519 7 146 44056 IE52T 7 46 a50s]  43.285 T6833 | PT.646| 43286 95493 o7 E46
Sharks ESAl £89 450 400 174 £8a 450 400 197 £8a 4501 400 £89 4501 400
Octopuses ESAl B.080 4 56D 400 746 £.050 4 56D 400 96 £.050 4,560 400 B.080 4,560 400
Total [E=a 4 609,077| GATEE0I| 2000000 1781793 | 4334705 G6Sa.066|  zo00000]  1r4e054| 5649059 5188685 2000000 5849059 G188585|  Z000.000

Sources: Sources: 2024 and 2025 Final BES Al Harvest Specifications [published March 2024, 2025 and 2026 Final E'SAl Harwe st Specifications [published March 2025); 2026-2027 Propogsed BSAI Harvest Specifications
[Council recommendations, October 2025]; Catch Accounting System.
Make: BSA] catch [not Ak wide catch) for sablefish included in total. ABCs are at the level of the stock or stock comples and shown in “Total” rows. Any quantities shown in "Area” rows gre spatial apportionments of ABC

and do ot reflect ACL=. 2026 and 2027 quantities based on 2025-2026 Proposed BSAI Harvest Specifications [October 2025);2024 and 2025 OF Lz, ABC=, and TACs are from harvest specifications adopted by the Council
in December 2023 and 2024, respectively. Catch data are from the Catch Accounting System accessed 32025, " TACs for Al pollock BS pollock, yellowfin zale, northern rocksale ang lathead sole differ from the Council

December 2024 motion to reflect inseason reallocation of pollock and flatfish exchanges. On June 27 the TAC for "other Alatfish” was raized from 4,500 mt to 5,225 methrough a release of non-specified reserves.

11



Table 1. i—iawest speciﬁcatiuns I;ﬁr BSAl E_ruundfish For EHEE. -anl:l EI]E?_
pre-mesking DRAFT, Movember 2025

EBS Pollock: Decrease in OFL/ABC

> EBS and Al cod: Decrease OFL/ABC

Sablefish: Decrease OFL/ABC

> YFS: Increase OFL/ABC
Turbot: Decrease OFL/ABC

Flatfish reflect usage (reallocations in 2025)

Increase in OFL/ABC

12

2025 Catch 2026
through
Species Area OFL ABC TAC 1118125 OFL ABC TAC
BS 2957000 2 a7o00) 1385000] 1324 SSE| Z455.000] 2036 nnmmmnnn
Pollock Al c5 728] 4, 051 = | 4 527 56, 231 46 437
Bogoslof 77 354' 58 n15| 250] 53_| 77 354 58015 250
Pacific cod BS 83.509]  15S.ET7 15a60z 227 153,243 141520 12a07 7]
Al e 13,376 5,639 4608 16,273 12,97 8,433
BSAIGOA 58,532 47,605 nla d4672]  5T.Y9T 47 DD?’I
. BS nla 13.203] 8435 3751 nla 13,03 5,995
Sablefish al e Leee]  7.540| 321 i 1 4%(-7—4@,
Yellowfin sole BSAl 299,247] 262557]  135.000] 50971 305.033 267.6 145,000
ESAl 2.595] 1,675] 1,675 515 2,059 1,328 1,32
Greenland tutbot  ES rn'a_l 1.415] 1,415] 406 nla 1,120 1,120 |
Al nla 267 263 212 nla 208 208
Arrowtooth lounder BSA 04.828]  &5.683]  14.000] anz4] 10z472 67,035 14,000
Kamchatka flounder ESA| &.019| &.500] 6.500] e | 7,730 £.G06 0f
Morthern rock sole  ESAl 65.444] 157487 7eoo0l 39,947 186,220 58,2254 75000
Flathead sole BSAl 101,621 83,807 36.000] g.432] 106,283 87,700 :
Alaska plaice BSAl 34 576 28,745 15,903] .947]  53.965 z8.230( 16,200
Other Hatfish BSAl 26.053] 13,562 4.500] 5,353 26.0683 13,562 -
BSAl dd 594 37.375 33.458] 316521 43084 36578 33,490
BS nia 10,121 10,121 3.453] nia 3,905 5,905
Pacific Ocean perch E4| nia 275 B.275] £,003] mila B.14 E.1d4
Cal nia 5 5539 5 559 4 803] nia 5 441 5 441
Wl nia 15,417 11,500 11.363] nia 15088 N 12,000
Morthern rockfish ~ ESAl 22,848: 15,534 12,IIIEIIIIL o] 22784 15,232 |\ 12.00
BSAl 538 TOE TOE Bdz 30z VEG | — Tor
ﬁ:‘;“;‘;‘;‘:ﬁ:ﬁ“"“g ESIEAI ria 403 4015 224 ria 341]( 441
Callw Al nia 233] 298 41a] nia 325
Shortraker rockfish ESAl 531 473 473] 01| 631 473 473
BSAl 1,405 1.054¢ 1,054 1,026 1,406 1.054¢ 1.05d
Other rockfish BS n'a E533] [a3s]| S0d n'a E33 33
Al nla 415 415 527 nia 415
C 12z 622l 103247 2,000 s0.dd40] 1075539 32 361 82,941
Atka mackerel BSIEAI nia 46,6500 39,000 37.871 nia 41 ?31( 41,731
Cal nia 2651 24 443 24,121 nia 23,716 23716
Wl nia 30,087 18,557 18,445 nia 26,914 |\ 17434 ]
Skates BSAl 4d 056 36523 27646 13.503] 43,285 35,833 27 GidE
Sharks BSAl 589 450 400 197 689 450 400
Octopuses BSAl £.080 4,560 400 296 £.080 4,560 400
Total |Esal 4,334.715| 3.555.066] 2000000 1748054 3.549.053]  3.158.585] 2.000.000




Set ABC reserves for flathead sole, rock sole and yellowfin sole

s ABC reserve:

= Consider ABC surplus (ABC - TAC for all 3 species) and
consider whether or not to set a discretionary buffer
by reducing the available surplus in establishing an
ABC reserve

@13



Table 7 ABC reserves

Table 7-Proposed 2026 and 2027 ABC Surplus, ABC Reserves, Community Development Quota (CDQ) ABC

Reserves, and Amendment 80 ABC Reserves in the BSAI for Flathead Sole, Rock Sole, and Yellowfin Sole

Sector Flathead sole Rock sole Yellowfin Sole
ABC 87.700 158.225 267.639
TAC 36,000 15,000 143,000
ABC surplus 51.700 83.225 122,639
ABC reserve 51.700 83,225 122,639
CDQ ABC reserve 5.532 8.005 13122
Amendment 80 ABC reservel 46,168 74.320 109,517

Note: Seasonal or zector apportionments may not total precizely due to rounding.

@14



PSC LIMITS AND APPORTIONMENTS: BBRKC, TANNER
CRAB, SNOW CRAB, HERRING, HALIBUT




Eastern Bering Sea shelf trawl

Amd 80 Halibut PSC survey index (t)
limit
Survey Index Ranges Low High
<150,000 2150,000
High 1,745 mt 1,745 mt
211,000
_ Medium 1,396 mt 1,571 mt
IPHC setline 8,000 — 10,999
survey index in
Area 4ABCDE
(WPUE) Low 1,396 mt
6,000-7,999

Very Low 1,134 mt 1,134 mt
< 6,000 @ 16



PSC limits for red king crab, Tanner crab and snow crab established based on formulas in the FMP and in

regulation.

For red king crab Zone 1 PSC limit:

When the number of mature female red king crab is ...

The zone 1 PSC
limit will be ...

(A) At or below the threshold of 8.4 million mature crab or the effective
spawning biomass is less than or equal to 14.5 million Ib (6,577 mt)

(B) Above the threshold of 8.4 million mature crab and the effective
spawning biomass is greater than 14.5 but less than 55 million Ib (24,948
mt)

(C) Above the threshold of 8.4 million mature crab and the effective
spawning biomass is equal to or greater than 55 million b

32,000 red king

97,000 red king
crab.

197,000 red king
crab.
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Figure 1 to Part 679. Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands statistical and reporting areas

a. Map
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PSC limits and surveys: Tanner crab Zones 1 and 2

Zone 1

Zone 2

{

!

When the total abundance of C. bairdi
crabs is ...

The PSC limit will be ...

(7) 150 million animals or less

(2) Over 150 million to 270 million animals
(3) Over 270 million to 400 million animals

(4) Over 400 million animals <

0.5 percent of the total abundance minus 20,000
animals

/730,000 animals

830,000 animals

980,000 animals )

When the total abundance of C. bairdi
crabs is ...

The PSC limit will be ...

(7) 175 million animals or less

(2) Over 175 million to 290 million animals

(3) Over 290 million to 400 million animals

1.2 percent of the total abundance minus 30,000
animals

2,070,000 animals

2,5 Is

(4) Over 400 million animals <

2,970,000 animals
N

&



C. opilio. The PSC limit of C. opilio is based
on total abundance of C. opilio as
indicated by the NMFS annual bottom
trawl survey = 0.1133 percent of the total
ablundance, minus 150,000 C. opilio crabs,
unless;

B minimum PSC limit will be 4.350 million
animals; or

B maximum PSC limit will be 12.850 million
animals.
The ‘survey estimate’ is taken from the
snow crab assessment of total survey
biomass

2026 = 12,850,000 crab

C. Opilio Bycatch Limitation Zone (COBLZ)

170“l0'0“E . 175’9'0"E 180’([]‘0“W 1?5°EI)'O"W 170°(I}'0"W 165’9'0“\!\} 160°0'0"W

P
-
Snow Crab Bycatch Limitation Zone =
,1"
|
Y [

Snow Crab Bycatch Limitation Zone

Bering Sea

\ L3
S TN 2
Aleutian Islands e o




PSC apportionment to non-Trawl gear

Table 8—Proposed 2026 and 2027 Apportionment of Prohibited Species Catch Allowances to Non-Trawl Gear,

the CDQ Program, Amendment 80, and the BSAT Trawl Limited Access Sectors

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not fotal precisely due to rounding.

Note as of 12/3/2025 herring biomass estimate is not yet available

: Trawl PSC BSAL BSAIPSC
Non- CcDQ - trawl limits not
PSC species and area and zonel Total PSC  trawl PSQ lemaming Amendmel  limited  allocatedto
PSC reservel erCDQ 80 sector access Amendment
PSQ

sector 80

Halibut mortality (mt) BSAI 3,070 | 710 315 1300 745

Herring (mt) BSAI 2,651

Red king crab (animals) Zone 1 97.000 10370 86.621 43203 | 26480 16,839
C_ opilio (animals) COBLZ 12,850,000 1.374.950 | 11475.050 | 5.639.087 | 3.688.081 | 2146982
C. bairdi crab (animals) Zone 1 980,000 104.860 | 875140 368521 | 411228 95390
C. bairdi crab (animals) Zone 2 2,970,000 317.790 | 2.652.210 627.778 | 1.241.500 782,032

R



Trawl PSC allowances for herring and Red King Crab

Table 9—Proposed 2026 and 2027 Herring and Red King Crab Savings Subarea Prohibited Species Catch

Allowances for All Trawl Sectors

Fishery categories Herring (mt) BSAI Red king crab (animals) Zone 1
Yellowfin sole 153
Rock sole/flathead sole/Alaska plaice/other flatfish! 17
Greenland turbot/arrowtooth flounderKamchatka flounder/sablefish 8
Rockfish 8
Pacific cod 14
Midwater trawl pollock 2350
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species?? 3l
2025 Red king crab savings subarea non-pelagic trawl gear? 24 250
Total trawl PSC 2,651 07000

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

Q2

Note as of 12/3/2025 herring biomass estimate is not yet available



PSC allowances BSAI Trawl Limited Access

Table 10—Proposed 2026 and 2027 Prohibited Species Bycatch Allowances for the BSAI Trawl Limited Access

Sectors and Pacific Cod Trawl Cooperative Programs

Prohibited species and area!

BSAI trawl limited access sector fisheries H:_*hbut Bed king crab C. opilio C. Dairdi (animals)

mortality (MY) | imats) Zone 1 | AMmAl) | g0 Zone 2

B5AI COBLZ
. . _ 34622 .

Yellowfin sole 250 23337 3,321,725 g 1,185,500
Fock sole/flathead sole/Alaska plaice/other
flatfish?
Greenland turbot/arrowtooth
flounder Kamchatka flounder/sablefish
Rockfish April 15-December 31 3 2972 1,000
Total Pacific cod? 315 2,955 148,531 | 60,000 50,000
AFA CP Pacific cod 4] 278 13 962 5,640 4,700
PCTC Program Pacific cod, A and B 220 1,653 83097 | 33567 27973
Trawl CV Pacific cod, C season 15 134 6,728 2718 2,265
PCTC Program unallocated reduction 73 820 44 744 18,073 15,062
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species* 175 197 14,853 5,000 5,000
Total BSAI traw! limited access sector PSC 745 26480 | 3688081 | AT 1041500 @ 22

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precizely due to rounding.



Halibut PSC Allowances for Non-Trawl Fisheries

Table 11-Proposed 2026 and 2027 Halibut Prohibited Species Bvcatch Allowances for Non-Trawl Fisheries

Non-trawl fisheries Seasons Catcher/processor Catcher vessel All Non-Trawl
Annual Pacific cod G648 13 661
. January 1-Tune 10 388 9 n'a
Pacific cod Tune 10-August 15 162 2 n/a
August 153-December 31 08 2 n'a
Non-Pacific cod non-trawl-Total Mav 1-December 31 n/a n'a n'a
Groundfish pot and jig n'a n/'a n'a Exempt
Sablefish hook-and-line n'a n'a n'a Exempt
Total for all non-trawl PSC n'a n'a n'a 710

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

Q2



BSAI Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs) Table 12

Table 12—Proposed 2026 and 2027 Pacific Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMR) for the BSAI

Gear Sector Halibut discard mortality rate (percent)
Pelagic Trawl All 100
Non-Pelagic Trawl Mothership and catcher/processor 86
Non-Pelagic Trawl Catcher vessel 62
Hook-and-line Catcher vessel 10
Hook-and-line Catcher/processor 10
Pot All 19

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precizely due to rounding.

&
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