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Outline of presentation

◼ Brief review of information available in this specifications 
process and stock status/survey information

◼ Actions for the Council for final 2026-2027 specifications
◼ Set TACs for 2026-2027
◼ Set Flatfish reserves for 2026-2027
◼ Set PSC limits and apportionments for 2026-2027
◼ Set DMRs for 2026-2027
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2025 planned BSAI Documentation Summary
Assessment BSAI stocks for 2025 (November)

Operational Full EBS Pollock, Yellowfin Sole, Greenland Turbot, Northern 
Rockfish, BSAI Skates

Operational Update Pacific cod (Eastern Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands (AI))

Harvest Projection 
(reviewed in Sept/Oct) None this year

Catch Report

Pollock (AI), Pollock (Bogoslof), Arrowtooth flounder, 
Kamchatka flounder, Northern rock sole, Flathead sole, 
Alaska plaice, Other flatfish, Pacific ocean perch, Rougheye 
& blackspotted rockfish, Shortraker rockfish, Other 
rockfish, Atka mackerel, Sharks, Octopus 



Process 2026-2027: available information to inform final specifications

◼ No new SAFE reports for 2025 due to federal shutdown
◼ 2024 SAFE Reports, previous SAFE Reports, ESRs, ESPs, associated 

information
◼ September 2025 Plan Team, October 2025 SSC Review

◼ Recommendations for proposed harvest specifications

◼ Catch reports for all stocks
◼ Limited survey information
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Brief review of 2025 EBS/NBS survey highlights and 
overall BSAI stock status
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● Highlights:
○ Survey methods update and 

standard data collections
○ Cold pool similar to 2022 in extent, 

but colder and below average
○ Fish biomass generally down 

relative to 2022 

● Discussion:
○ NBS survey was still being 

processed at time of Plan Team 
presentation (but appended to 
eAgenda version of survey 
presentation)
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EBS trawl survey (note additional slides are posted to eAgenda from 
September Plan Team with updated EBS NBS slides)

Thanks to Duane Stevenson and EBS Trawl survey team



● EBS 350/350, NBS 137/144 
stations sampled 

● 124,170 lengths, 6,532 
otoliths, 4,408 stomachs 
collected

● Water temps slightly warmer 
than 2024, cold pool area 
smaller, no CTD or O2 data

● Biomass similar to last year for 
most fish species, lots of small 
Pacific cod

Eastern Bering Sea Trawl Survey 
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Thanks to Duane Stevenson and 

EBS Trawl survey team

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=34dfc96d-3d96-4862-92ab-aec8ec0402f5.pdf&fileName=2025%20Eastern%20Bering%20Sea%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey%20-%20Sept%20Plan%20Team.pdf


EBS pollock

EBS Pacific cod

Yellowfin sole

All 3 stocks 
above BMSY
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Stock Status from 2024 SAFE Report

Note does not include AI Pacific cod (B24%) 9



ACTION ITEMS FOR THE COUNCIL FOR BSAI SPECIFICATIONS:

ACTION 1- RECOMMEND TACS FOR 2026-2027:
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BS cod, AI cod BS Sablefish, AI Sablefish

State waters GHL set at 5% of the combined 
BS and AI ABC in 2026 and 2027

Based on the 2025 GHL fishery most of the 
catch in 2026-2027 expected to occur in 
State waters adjacent to the federal BS 
subarea therefore AP may consider 
recommending that the BS TACs account for 
the reduction due to State waters GHLs
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Set Cod and Sablefish TACs to consider State Waters fisheries

BS GHL = 13% of ABC +45 t to Area O]

AI GHL =   31% of ABC [change from 35%] 

Note that AI GHL change is not included in 

proposed TACs
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TAC changes in proposed 2026 from final 2025
EBS Pollock: TAC similar, change is due to 
reallocation in 2025 from AI
EBS and AI cod: Decrease OFL/ABC
2026 does not reflect AI GHL change

Sablefish: Decrease OFL/ABC

Turbot: Decrease OFL/ABC
YFS: Increase OFL/ABC, reallocation 2025 

Flatfish reflect usage (reallocations in 2025)

Increase in OFL/ABC

Other changes tied to 
balancing opportunity 
based on decreases from 
2025



Action 2: Set ABC reserves for flathead sole, rock sole and yellowfin sole

◼ ABC reserve:  

◼ Consider ABC surplus (ABC – TAC for all 3 species) and 
consider whether or not to set a discretionary buffer 
by reducing the available surplus in establishing an 
ABC reserve
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Table 7 ABC reserves
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ACTION 3: PSC LIMITS AND APPORTIONMENTS: BBRKC, 
TANNER CRAB, SNOW CRAB, HERRING, HALIBUT
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Amd 80 Halibut PSC 
limit
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Survey Index Ranges

Eastern Bering Sea shelf trawl 

survey index (t)

Low

< 150,000

High

≥150,000

IPHC setline 

survey index in 

Area 4ABCDE 

(WPUE)

High

≥ 11,000

1,745 mt 1,745 mt

Medium

8,000 – 10,999

1,396 mt 1,571 mt

Low

6,000-7,999

1,309 mt 1,396 mt

Very Low

< 6,000

1,134 mt 1,134 mt

Letters from AFSC and IPHC 

posted to eAgenda



PSC limits for red king crab, Tanner crab and snow crab established based on formulas in the FMP and in 
regulation.

For red king crab Zone 1 PSC limit: 
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PSC limits and surveys:  Tanner crab Zones 1 and 2

Zone 1

Zone 2



PSC limits and surveys:  Snow Crab PSC limit

◼ C. opilio. The PSC limit of C. opilio is based 
on total abundance of C. opilio as 
indicated by the NMFS annual bottom 
trawl survey = 0.1133 percent of the total 
abundance, minus 150,000 C. opilio crabs, 
unless;
◼ minimum PSC limit will be 4.350 million 

animals; or

◼ maximum PSC limit will be 12.850 million 
animals.

◼ The ‘survey estimate’ is taken from the 
snow crab assessment of total survey 
biomass
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C. Opilio Bycatch Limitation Zone (COBLZ)

2026 = 12,850,000 crab



PSC apportionment to non-Trawl gear
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2,015



Table 9 (updated) Trawl PSC allowances for Herring and Red King Crab
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PSC allowances BSAI Trawl Limited Access
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Halibut PSC Allowances for Non-Trawl Fisheries
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Action 4: BSAI Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs) 

Table 12 



Thank you!
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