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Action for the Council 

1) Review Groundfish Plan Team reports (summaries)

2) Recommend harvest specifications for proposed rulemaking

➢ BSAI and GOA groundfish OFL, ABC, TAC recommendations for 2027/2028.

➢ Halibut, crab, and herring PSC limits and (updated) halibut DMRs

→ Provides public notice of expected Council action on final harvest 

specifications in December 2026, when all updated information is 

available.

→ Typically, a rollover of the existing specifications.

→ Final rule publishes the following spring.
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Assessment Plans 2026

Stocks with proposed models reviewed by 
PTs/SSC in Sept/Oct
• Sablefish

• EBS pollock

• BSAI Greenland turbot

• BSAI Yellowfin sole

• EBS cod

• GOA pollock

• GOA DSR

• GOA thornyhead

Full or Update Assessments Harvest Projections

● Bogoslof pollock ● AI pollock

● GOA arrowtooth flounder ● BSAI northern rock sole

● GOA rex sole ● BSAI Kamchatka flounder

● GOA skates ● BSAI northern rockfish

● BSAI flathead sole

● BSAI arrowtooth flounder

● BSAI Alaska plaice

● GOA dusky rockfish

● GOA flathead sole

● GOA shallow-water flatfish, incl. 
n&s rock sole

● GOA deepwater flatfish

The PT/SSC reviewed SAFE chapters and provided final BRD/ABC/OFL 
recommendations for 2027-2028 for the following stocks at this 
meeting:

Final OFL/ABC/BRD 

recommendations for all stocks 

will be included in final TAC 

recommendations in December. 

AP/Council will do final TACs 

for all stocks in Dec.

(i.e., not for proposed specs)
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Groundfish Plan Team Meeting, Sept 8-11, 2026
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○ November 16-20, 2026

○ September 2027, TBD

○ November 15-19, 2027
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Future meetings
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JPT Presentation Summary

Topic Presenter Type Recommendations

AFSC Update Melissa Haltuch Informational Yes

ESR Climate Update Bridget Ferriss Ecosystem No, already reviewed

ESP and DSEM Update Kalei Shotwell Ecosystem Yes

Longline Survey Pat Malecha Survey No

Harvest Control Rules Update Diana Stram + co-authors Informational Yes

Alaska Sablefish Dan Goethel, Matt Cheng Full Model Yes, 3 models

Pacific Cod Research Updates Steve Barbeaux, Pete Hulson Informational No

Inseason Management Updates Steve Whitney, Abby Jahn Full Model No

Halibut DMRs Mike Fey Proposed specs Yes- in BSAI/GOA reports



● Change to survey: Sampling in GOA in 
odd years, BSAI in even years

● 234,900 hooks fished, 32,816 lengths, 
1,149 sablefish otoliths, 1,371 sablefish, 
36 SST, 8 GT tagged

● 56 temp-depth profiles, sub- surface 
temps (~250m) near avg in both Bering 
Sea and Aleutians

● Pacific cod down in AI, up in BS, GT 
down both, Shortraker up both, and 
REBS up AI down in BS

Longline Survey

7Thanks to Pat Malecha

Pacific cod Greenland Turbot

Shortraker Rougheye/Blackspotted

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=34fe129d-786c-444e-85d4-aab88cf8e8e1.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20AFSC%20Longline%20Survey.pdf


○ No assessment in 2025 due to shutdown (would have seen 17% decrease in 

Model 25.12 approved by SSC in Oct 2025).

○ Survey change beginning in 2025, every other year GOA / BSAI

○ Rec’d FAA model 32% decline from AK-wide ABC in place for 2026.

○ CIE review completed in June, supported fleets-as-areas (FAA) model approach

○ 2025 GOA LLS age compositions (new) are first indications of 2020—2022 cohort 

strength 

○ 2026 survey: AI +26% from 2022,  BS -14% from 2023, last GOA survey in 2025.

○ The 2027 ABC has not yet been determined (December) 

Alaska Sablefish: updates
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=5da6cd8a-c01f-4981-9a22-fe9d8a54fba1.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20sablefish.pdf


Sablefish apportionment

• When apportionment combined with decrease in ABC from author & PT rec’d 
model, BRDs undergo strong declines from 2026 harvest specs. 

• AI undergoes strong decline, BS apportionment net neutral, partially offset in GOA

• Plan Teams appreciated update regarding the change in apportionment method 
due to survey design change; PT recommendations on BRDs are in November

• Flagging apportionment changes for Council
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Teams recommended bringing 3 models forward in November: 

• Model 26.2_FAA (fleets-as-areas) (author and CIE recommended model), Model 
26.1_1Reg (updated single-region), and Model 25.12_1Reg_Cont 
(continuity/base)

• PT recommendation to avoid further reductions in longline survey coverage 
and age data collection, maintain current levels at a minimum

Alaska Sablefish: PT Recommendations
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=5da6cd8a-c01f-4981-9a22-fe9d8a54fba1.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%20sablefish.pdf


Halibut Discard Mortality Rates (DMRs)
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Thanks to Michael Fey (AKFIN) and other Halibut DMR Working Group members: Jen Cahalan (PSMFC), 

Jason Jannot (NMFS AFSC), Krista Melani (NMFS AKRO), Jason Gasper (NMFS AKRO), Ian Stewart (IPHC)

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=fd9b1148-0274-4baf-9ff9-1808d2dd9aaa.pdf&fileName=Halibut%20DMR%20PRESENTATION.pdf


Steve Barbeaux, Kalei Shotwell, Diana Stram, Cindy Tribuzio

C3 Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Groundfish 

September Plan Team Report 

October 2026, Presentation to the Council
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BSAI proposed specifications

1. Brief overview of the BSAI Plan Team report

2. Action to Adopt Proposed specifications:

• -2027-2028 proposed OFL/ABC/TAC based on 2026 final harvest 

specifications

• -Atka mackerel seasonal and spatial TAC allocations (including jig)

• Flatfish flexibility tables

• PSC and fishery apportionments for halibut, herring, crab

Crab and herring updated

Halibut NMFS trawl survey letter posted; 

IPHC setline survey estimate to come by December

Chinook 3 river index posted to eAgenda; remains below 250k 

→threshold low PSC cap per regulations
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BSAI Presentation Summary (Sept 10-11, 2026)

Topic Presenter Type Recommendations

EBS Bottom Trawl Survey Duane Stevenson Survey Update No

AI Bottom Trawl Survey Susanne McDermott Survey Update No

EBS Acoustic Survey & AVO Index
Abigail McCarthy, Nathan 

Lauffenburger
Survey Update No

Harvest Projections Melissa Haltuch Final Models No

Bogoslof Pollock Jim Ianelli Update Model, Final No

EBS Pollock Jim Ianelli Proposed Full Models Yes, 2 models

Yellowfin Sole
Ingrid Spies & Meaghan 

Bryan
Proposed Full Models Yes, 3 models

Greenland Turbot Meaghan Bryan Proposed Full Models Yes, 4 models

EBS Pacific Cod Steve Barbeaux Proposed Full Models Yes, 2 models

Proposed Specifications Steve Whitney

General Discussion Team Informational No
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BSAI Presentation Summary (Sept 10-11, 2026)

Topic Presenter Type Recommendations

EBS Bottom Trawl Survey Duane Stevenson Survey Update No

AI Bottom Trawl Survey Susanne McDermott Survey Update No

EBS Acoustic Survey & AVO Index
Abigail McCarthy, Nathan 

Lauffenburger
Survey Update No

Harvest Projections Melissa Haltuch Final Models No

Bogoslof Pollock Jim Ianelli Update Model, Final No

EBS Pollock Jim Ianelli Proposed Full Models Yes, 2 models

Yellowfin Sole
Ingrid Spies & Meaghan 

Bryan
Proposed Full Models Yes, 3 models

Greenland Turbot Meaghan Bryan Proposed Full Models Yes, 4 models

EBS Pacific Cod Steve Barbeaux Proposed Full Models Yes, 2 models

Proposed Specifications Steve Whitney

General Discussion Team Informational No



● 2026 EBS shelf survey completed all 
350 standard stations

● NBS survey not conducted in 2026; 
EBS/NBS both scheduled for 2027

● Surface/Bottom temps coldest since 
2013, cold pool largest since 2012

● Biomass for most species stable or 
increasing, pollock volatile, skates <

● Updated effort calculations changed 
2024–2025 biomass indices ~3–4%  

Eastern Bering Sea Bottom Trawl Survey
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Thanks to Duane Stevenson
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=c7074707-d588-42ac-af84-dc56ac567b65.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%202026_EBS%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey_Sept%20Plan%20Team.pdf


● 2026 AI survey completed 373 
stations of 447 attempted, 89,510 
lengths, 6,060 otoliths

● New hardware/software used for 
effort-data collection

● Bottom temp average, surface cool, 
WAI warm w/ localized hypoxia

● Flatfish below mean, rockfish above 
mean, gadids mixed, sablefish above, 
skate low biomass

Aleutian Islands Bottom Trawl Survey
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Thanks to Susanne McDermott
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=6ef04089-6b4a-4beb-9b6a-640dc0e7ff37.pdf&fileName=PRESENTATION%202026%20Aleutian%20Islands%20Biennial%20Bottom%20Trawl%20Survey.pdf


● 2026 ATS preliminary estimate: ~3.6 
million t and 13 billion pollock

● More juvenile pollock than recent survey 
years, age-2 largest since 2012 year class

● AVO and ATS spatial patterns were 
similar in 2026

● Team recognized major MACE/GAP 
effort to produce rapid survey products

Summer Acoustic Survey & AVO Index 
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Thanks to Abigail McCarthy & Nathan Lauffenburger



Team General Discussions
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● Cross-cutting issues: Age and Growth program capacity, 
maintaining Team expertise, improved CIE communication

● Need earlier communication on major assessments and new 
methods to the Team

● Team supported a centralized information resource webpage 
which was initiated during the meeting 
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BSAI Documentation Summary

Assessment BSAI stocks for 2026 (November)

Operational Full (5)
EBS Pollock, EBS Pacific cod, BSAI Yellowfin Sole, BSAI Greenland 

turbot, BSAI skates 

Operational Update (7)

AI Pacific cod, BSAI Pacific ocean perch, BSAI rougheye & 

blackspotted rockfish, BSAI shortraker rockfish, BSAI other rockfish, 

BSAI Atka mackerel, Bogoslof pollock (September)

Harvest Projections (7) 

(reviewed in Sept/Oct)

AI pollock, BSAI northern rock sole, BSAI Kamchatka flounder, BSAI 

arrowtooth flounder, BSAI northern rockfish, BSAI flathead sole, BSAI 

Alaska plaice

Catch (3), ESPs (3), and 

Ecosystem Reports (1) 

BSAI other flatfish, BSAI Sharks, BSAI Octopus, EBS Pacific cod ESP 

(update), EBS Pollock ESP (draft), BSAI Greenland turbot ESP (draft), 

BSAI/GOA Forage 



BSAI proposed specifications

1) Overview of the BSAI Plan Team report (abbreviated)

2) Action to Adopt Proposed specifications: Tables posted to eAgenda

• 2027-2028 proposed OFL/ABC/TAC based on 2026 final harvest specifications

• Atka mackerel seasonal and spatial TAC allocations (including jig)

• Flatfish flexibility tables

• PSC and fishery apportionments for halibut, herring, crab

Crab and herring updated

Halibut NMFS trawl survey letter posted; 

IPHC setline survey estimate to come by December

Chinook 3 river index posted to eAgenda; remains below 250k 

→threshold low PSC cap per regulations
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● Team and SSC recommended rollover of 2026 specifications for 2027–2028 proposed specifications; 
includes reductions for state waters fisheries for Pacific cod and sablefish

Proposed Specifications

Table 1. Plan Team OFL, ABC, and BRD recommendations (metric tons) for BSAI Groundfish Proposed Harvest Specifications for 2027/ 2028

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=0feab33e-258d-4b2f-b3ad-dd6a28ace1bf.pdf&fileName=BSAI%2027-28%20Proposed%20Harvest%20Specifications.pdf


Table 3

Jig = 0

2026/2027 

final specs

Jig can be set 

up to 2% 

BS/EAI TAC

but not fished 

since 1994
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Table 7 Flatfish Flexibility
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Table 8

Updated for 2026 Crab biomass,

Herring letter posted to eAgenda

Halibut based on last year, 

IPHC letter not yet available
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Table 9 fishery categories Herring and Red King crab
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Table 10

Crab updated for 2026
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Table 11 non-trawl halibut PSC
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Table 12 updated Halibut DMRs
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Thank You!
BSAI Plan Team 

Contacts:

Steve.Barbeaux@noaa.gov

Kalei.Shotwell@noaa.gov

DStram@npfmc.org

Cindy.Tribuzio@noaa.gov



Gulf of Alaska Groundfish

September 2026 Plan Team Report
Jim Ianelli (AFSC), Chris Lunsford (AFSC), Sara Cleaver (NPFMC)

October 2026

Presentation to the Council
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GOA Groundfish Proposed Harvest Specifications

1)Review Plan Team report (brief summary)

2)Recommend GOA groundfish harvest specifications for proposed 

rulemaking for 2027/2028 (OFL/ABC/TACs) - Table 1

a) Account for state water fisheries: Pacific cod TAC adjustment (Table 

2), pollock in Table 1, Octopus in Table 1

b) Prohibited species catch limit apportionments (Tables 9-11)

c) Halibut discard mortality rates (Table 12)
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GOA Documentation Summary
Assessment GOA stocks for 2026 – November unless otherwise shown

Operational Full

• pollock & ESP

• DSR

• Shortspine thornyhead rockfish

• arrowtooth flounder & ESP (PT/SSC review in Sept/Oct)

• rex sole (PT/SSC review in Sept/Oct)

• Pacific ocean perch

• Rougheye & Blackspotted rockfish

Operational Update

• shortraker rockfish

• Pacific cod & ESP

• Northern rockfish

• skates (PT/SSC review in Sept/Oct)

Harvest Projections

All reviewed in Sept/Oct: 

dusky rockfish, flathead sole, shallow water flatfish (incl. n/s rock sole), deep 

water flatfish

Catch reports and Ecosystem 

Reports 

GOA sharks

GOA Atka mackerel

GOA octopus

Forage fish

GOA ESR
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Spatial apportionment (BRDs) 

Regarding spatial apportionment, Council is interested in SSC advice as to whether there 

is flexibility in the survey-based spatial apportionments recommended by the SSC for GOA 

shortraker rockfish, GOA rougheye and blackspotted rockfish complex, GOA 

thornyhead rockfish, and GOA skates (big and longnose).

Useful information from the SSC could include whether the previous year’s BRDs, or small 

changes from the current SSC-recommended BRDs, would be likely to result in biological 

impacts to the stock or stock complex.

from Council motion, Oct 2025
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GOA Pacific cod adjustments
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GOA Groundfish 
Plan Team 
Contacts:

Scleaver@npfmc.org

Jim.Ianelli@noaa.gov

Chris.Lunsford@noaa.gov
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