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Snow crab 2024



BBRKC
Draft Risk Table Evaluation in 2024 (App D)

Sept/Oct 2023 recommended ABC = 80% of max ABC (20% buffer). 

Assessment-related considerations Population dynamics 
considerations

Environmental/ecosystem 
considerations

Fishery Performance

Strong retrospective pattern in MMB 
(high Mohn’s rho)

Stable GMACS reference model since 
2018

Conclusion: Level 1

- Low, recent recruitment 
(last 10+ years)

- Unknown reasons behind 
recruitment failure 

- Potential shifting spatial 
distributions

- Low mature female 
abundance the last few 
years

Conclusion: Level 2, increased 
concerns

- Steady decline in bottom water 
pH in last two decades

- Predation risk higher for 
juvenile crab (i.e. sockeye 
salmon)

- Poor larval feeding conditions 
due to competition and low 
chlorophyll a

- Slight increase in mature 
females with empty clutches

Conclusion: Level 1, Normal

- Fishery closure 21/22 
and 22/23

- 23/24 CPUE was 
similar to last open 
season 20/21

- Bycatch at recent 
average levels 

Conclusion: Level 1, 
Normal
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