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PROPOSED ACTION

 The Council received two separate letters requesting exemptions from vessel caps in 
the IFQ fishery for the remainder of the 2020 season.
 Request for Halibut Vessel Cap Exemption in Area 4B, 4CDE 4-24-20 (CBSFA- Option 1)

 Request for IFQ vessel cap exemption in BS and GOA 4-27-20 (DSFU, FVOA- Option 2)

 Requests cite a potential lack of harvesting capacity as fewer vessels operate this 
season due to health concerns and market factors creating difficult economic 
conditions.

 Public written comment on e-agenda
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=9e0582bf-06e7-45d7-941f-19e302ed897f.pdf&fileName=Request%20for%20Halibut%20Vessel%20Cap%20Exemption%20in%20Area%204B%2C%204CDE%204-24-20.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=2e6bcead-53b0-4f1c-8b53-3cdf26e6ead2.pdf&fileName=Request%20for%20IFQ%20vessel%20cap%20exemption%20in%20BS%20and%20GOA%204-27-20.pdf


OPTION 1

 Grant a temporary exemption from 
halibut vessel limitations in IPHC 
regulatory Areas 4B, 4C, 4D and 4E* for 
the remainder of the 2020 IFQ season.  
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Figure 1. IPHC regulatory areas.  Areas included in 
Option 1 are highlighted in blue.

*Vessel IFQ Caps are calculated on the IFQ TAC only; CDQ TACs
are not included in the calculations. IPHC Area 4CDE as referred
to in this document includes only the IFQ in Areas 4C/D (100% of
the annual halibut quota in 4E is apportioned to CDQ).
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 Grant a temporary exemption from vessel 
limitations for halibut in IPHC Regulatory Areas 
3 and 4 and sablefish in the Bering Sea area and 
Gulf of Alaska Sub-areas of the Western Gulf, 
Central Gulf and West Yakutat for the remainder 
of the 2020 IFQ season.
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Figure 2. IPHC regulatory areas (top) and sablefish regulatory areas 
(bottom).  Areas included in Option 2 are highlighted yellow.

OPTION 2
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VESSEL CAPS 

 No vessel may be used, during any fishing year, to harvest more IFQ than:
 0.5% of All Halibut IFQ TAC
 1% of all Sablefish IFQ TAC

 Separate southeast caps (not included in these requests)
 1% 2C Halibut IFQ TAC
 1% of SE Sablefish IFQ TAC

 Exception if an individual IFQ holder receives IFQ allocation in excess of the 
vessel cap they may harvest their allocation on one vessel  
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VESSEL CAPS
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More than minimum number
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Less than minimum number

More than minimum number
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Less than minimum number

More than minimum number
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2020 ≈ 2015-19

2020 < 2015-19
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More than minimum number
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Less than minimum number

More than minimum number
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2020 ≈ 2015-19

2020 < 2015-19
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PRICE TRENDS
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VESSEL HARVEST
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS

No Action (maintaining vessel caps)

 Limit IFQ consolidation on vessels
 Maintains the necessity for a minimum number of vessels to prosecute the fishery and may preserve 

opportunities for smaller operations, crew and new entrants

 May limit opportunities for efficiency and increase the likelihood that annual allocation is left unharvested 
if the supply of vessels is decreased in 2020 such that the entire allocation cannot be spread out amongst 
participating vessels while meeting vessel limitations

 Depends on how many vessels do not operate due to health and safety concerns related to COVID-19 or because 
individual operators cannot justify the costs to operate a vessel given the decline in ex-vessel prices or other 
changes in profitability related to the global pandemic
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS

Emergency action (waving vessel caps)

 Allow greater IFQ consolidation on vessels 
 May reduce COVID-19 related safety risks associated with the operation of more, likely smaller scale 

operations, and increase profitability of some operations

 May decrease the participation of smaller scale vessels and reduce the number of available crew jobs 
and opportunities for new entrants

 Interaction with other potential actions

 Implementation challenges
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COUNCIL DECISION POINTS

 Does this meet emergency criteria?
 Results from recent, unforeseen events or recently discovered circumstances;

 Presents serious conservation or management problems in the fishery

 Immediate benefits of emergency regulations outweigh the value of normal rule making process (advance notice, 
public comment, and deliberative consideration of the impacts on participants)

 Specify rationale and make a recommendation
 No action- existing vessel caps remain in place

 Option 1- exempt vessel caps in IPHC Areas 4B, 4C, 4D and 4E for the remainder of the 2020 IFQ season

 Option 2- exempt vessel caps for halibut in IPHC Areas 3 and 4 and sablefish in the BS, WG, CG, WY for the 
remainder of the 2020 IFQ season
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QUESTIONS?
ANNA HENRY
ANNA.HENRY@NOAA.GOV

907-271-1468

Contributors and Persons consulted:
• Mike Fey AKFIN
• Suja Hall NMFS RAM
• Glenn Merrill NMFS AKRO SF
• Alicia Miller NMFS AKRO SF
• Stephanie Warpinski NMFS AKRO SF
• Tom Meyer NOAA GC
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