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Fisheries managed under delegated authority of the State of Alaska since the

last council meeting: salmon, crab, and groundfish.

Salmon Troll Fishery

(FIGURE 1) The 2001 winter troll fisheries began October 11, 2000 and
continued through April 14, 2001. The winter fishery has a Guideline Harvest
Level (GHL) of 45,000 chinook. The final harvest data indicate that

approximately 22,500 chinook were harvested with approximately 12% of those

being of Alaska hatchery origin. The recent five year average harvest to date is
25,000 fish.

The 2001 spring troll fishery began on April 16 and will continue through June 30.
The spring fisheries are designed to target Alaska hatchery Chinook salmon. A
total of twenty-six “experimental” troll areas and four hatchery terminal areas are
currently open. The harvest data indicates that approximately 2,000 chinook
salmon have been caught to date with approximately 32% being of Alaska
hatchery origin. The Alaska hatchery percentage of the spring catch normally

increases during June.



Golden king crab
(FIGURE 2)

The Aleutian Islands (Area O) opened to commercial fishing for golden king
crabs on August 15, 2000 with guideline harvest levels (GHL) of 3.0 million
pounds east and 2.7 million pounds west of 174° W. longitude. That portion of
Area O east of 174° W. longitude closed to commercial fishing on September 24.
Fishing effort west of 174° W. longitude has fluctuated throughout the season
from one to eight vessels; recently eight vessels were participating. Catch rate
had ranged from zero to 179,000 pounds per week and averaged 66,000 pounds
per week since January 1, 2001. Through May 21, 2001, approximately 2.55
million pounds of golden king crabs had been landed from Area O west of 174°
W. longitude and it was estimated that at the current catch rate, the GHL of 2.7
million pounds would be reached by 12:00 NOON May 28, 2001. Therefore the
Aleutian Islands golden king crab fishery west of 174° W. longitude closed to
commercial fishing at 12:00 NOON May 28, 2001.

The department evaluated delivery times and landing requirements for that closure
time and date. Given fleet distribution during the 2000/2001 fishery and distance
from the most westerly grounds in the registration area to delivery locations in the
eastern Aleutian Islands, landing requirements were extended. Fishermen
delivering golden king crab to processors in Dutch Harbor, Adak, or Akutan were
allowed 96 hours after the closure rather than the norm of 72 hours. Fishermen
delivering golden king crab to King Cove or points east of King Cove were also
allowed additional time to reach those ports if they so requested. All other landing

requirements remained unchanged.

Central Region Pacific Cod

FIGURE 3 The State managed Pacific cod fishery in the Cook Inlet Management
Area opened 24 hours after the close of the Federal fishery. The GHL for this



prior to May 1. By regulation the area closes to pot gear on May 1, or when pot
fishermen take 50 percent of the GHL, whichever occurs first. Therefore the fishery
closed May 1. As pot fishermen did not harvest 50 percent of the GHL by that time,

the fishery reopens by regulation to that gear type on June 15.

In Prince William Sound, no effort has been directed toward Pacific cod since it
opened in State waters in mid-March. It appears that fishermen have elected
instead to fish their halibut/sablefish IFQs during this time period, or are using their
vessels to tender salmon. Several fishermen have also indicated that they are

waiting for market conditions to improve.

Westward Region Pacific Cod (FIGURE 4)

Kodiak (FIGURE 5) The 2001 Kodiak Area GHL for state-managed Pacific cod
is 10.6 million pounds. This is 12.5% of the Central Gulf of Alaska Allowable
Biological Catch (ABC) for cod. The guideline is split equally between pot and jig

gear. Vessels over 58 feet can take no more than 25% of the guideline with pot
gear prior to September 1. The fishery opened on March 11, seven days after
the closure of the Central GOA to cod fishing. The 2001 fishery has taken 4.2
million pounds through May 26, with 833,000 pounds taken with jig gear and the

remainder with pots. There are currently 119 vessels registered to fish.

Chignik

(FIGURE 6) The 2001 Chignik area GHL is 6.0 million pounds for state-
managed Pacific cod. This is 7% of the Central Gulf of Alaska ABC for cod. The
guideline is allocated 85 percent to pot gear and 15 percent to jig gear. The
season opened on March 11, seven days after the closure of the Central GOA to
cod fishing. The 2001 fishery has had limited participation to date because of a
lack of processing capability in the area. A floating processor was in the Chignik
area the last 3 weeks of April and the local fleet geared up for that market. A

plant in Chignik started buying fish later in May. Through May 26, there has been






