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January 8, 1980

SSC AGENDA

The Council recessed the meeting in December after taking action on
all but 5 Agenda Items, listed below. This meeting is being held
to complete unfinished business. The Council can also readdress
any item on the December Agenda.

G-1 TROLL SALMON FMP

Consideration of possible Chinook conservation measures for the S.
E. Alaska troll fishery.

The SSC did not get an opportunity to comment on this issue before
the December meeting when it was presented to the Council. The PDT
will report on available chinook data and will discuss data gaps
and research needs.

G-2 TANNER CRAB FMP

The issue of pot storage in the Bering Sea has been raised by the
Council.

This may require a review by the SSC on cost benefit aspects of
the pot storage regulations in the Bering Sea. There are no data
available at this time.

G-3 HERRING FMP

a) Recommendation on estimates of surplus herring available to
joint ventures and TALFF.

The SSC did not have an opportunity to comment on the estimates
proposed by the PDT for the 1980 season. The Council will

want the SSC recommendations when it comments on the regulations
for the herring PMP, and on the US/USSR Joint Venture applications
and their requested herring quotas. Presentations will be made

by the PDT and NMFS Regional Office.

b) Public Hearing Schedule

Four herring public hearings are scheduled to be held in
Bethel, Hooper Bay and Tooksok, and Togiak on February 9, 10,
and 11, 1980. These hearings were postponed in November,
1979. SSC members are welcome to attend.
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DRAFT MINUTES
SCIENTIFIC & STATISTICAL COMMITTEE MEETING
‘ November 27, 1979

Anchorage, Alaska

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Steve Pennoyer at approximately

9:00 a.m. on November 27, 1979. The following members were present:

Steve Pennoyer, Chairman

Jack Robinson, Vice Chairman
Don Rosenberg

Alan Millikan

Robert L. Burgner

Edward Miles

Richard Marasco

Jerry McCrary for Jack Lechner

Jim Balsiger for Frank Fukuhara

TROLL SALMON FMP AMENDMENTS (Council Agenda Item G-1)

Robert L. Burgner, Chairman of the SSC Subgroup assigned to review
this plan reported on the meeting of the Subgroup which met with the PDT

on November 19th, 1979 in Juneau to review the proposals.

The position of the SSC is that the stocks of chinook and coho
salmon distributed in offshore waters of Southeastern Alaska are apparently
fully utilized. The data base available for management of these stocks

is poor and unlikely to dramatically improve in the near future, thus



posing a further risk to the welfare of these stocks and fisheries. /‘-~ﬁ'

Increases in offshore harve§é§§§§§§’£hus could be detriméntal to stocks )

and reduce allocations available to inshore fisheries, B.C. and other

Pacific Coast states. Therefore, as a Council policy, the SSC recommends

that regulations should be framed to prevent increases in offshore

fishing effort. ' y
The SSC Subgroup will meet with the PDT on December 8th to discuss

“time/area and effort limitation proposals further 'and make recommendations e

to the Council at the December meeting.

-The SSC did make recommendations regarding certain of the issues

and pian amendments to be considered by the Council:

Handtrolling in the FCZ - The SSC reiterates its statement of the
~ October 27, 1978 meeting in which they stated: ~—~~~ =~ T T T UTTITommo oo

"The SSC endorsed the ﬁééd to prévenf further expansion.of S /4'~\
effort by new fleets or gear types onto already fully utilized

outside stocks as expressed by the extension to the FCZ of the

State ban on handtrolling from 0~3 miles. Due to possible ‘

legal problems, the SSC recommended that the Council consider

taking up this problem at the December Fisheries Board Meeting."

Mutilation of Salmon - The SSC concurs that salﬁon should not be

processed at sea in such a way to render species recognition and size

determination unfeasible.

Retention of Prohibited Species - The SSC agreed that an important

management/enforcement tool would be the prohibition of possession

on board of coho or chinook in a closed area or season.




FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR HERRING IN THE BERING-CHUKCHI SEAS
(Council Agenda Item G-3)

The SSC deferred consideration of the herring public hearings until
the hearings are over and have been summarized. A report will be made

to the SSC at the January/February meeting.

GULF OF ALASKA GROUNDFISH FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENTS (Council
-‘Agenda Item G-5)

A report was presented to the SSC by Jim Balsiger of the Northwest
-& Alaska Fisheries Center on the status of sablefish stocks off Alaska
and on the U.S. fishery off Washington, Oregon and Alaska.

The PDT had not had an opportunity to review this matter and their
recommendations and data on the sablefish OY was not available for SSC
review. The SSC recommended that the PDT present data on the OY figures
to the Council in December with the statement that the SSC was unable to

review the data.

Regarding the inseason authority provisions for the Regional Director
to make time and area closures for gear conflicts, the SSC prefered this
more flexible approach to the problem than fixed closures. With input
from a public hearing in Kodiak, the PDT will present this issue to the
AP at the December meeting. The PDT should examine possibie criteria to -

take into account the full range of problems involved.

The SSC also reviewed the Council policy on provisions for time/area
closures to foreign joint venture processors. The SSC has no recommendation

to make on what it considers a Council matter policy siatemegt.



BERING SEA GROUNDFISH FMP (Council Agenda Item G.6)

Bert Larkins recommended the inseason field order authority for the
Regional Director as currently exists in the Gulf of Alaska Groundfish
Plan and Tanner Crab Plan be included in the Bering Sea/Aleutian Island
Groundfish fishery Managément Plan. The SSC approved of his suggestion
that the plan be amended similar to Section 8;3.1.1.(hj'of the Gulf of
Alaska Groundfish FMP.

The SSC also discussed a request that had been made to relax domestic
trawi restrictions in certain areas of the Bering Sea. They postponed.
this matter to the January meeting as data was not available to support B

the proposal and recommendations were not available from the PDT.

SSC MEMBERSHIP (Council Agenda Item H-2)

The SSC discussed the resignation of Jack Robinson of the Oregon
Department of Fisheries. We noted our appreciation of Jack's service as
vice-chairman of the SSC for the past 14 months. The Committee nominated
Larry Hreha who has been Mr. Robinson's alternate, also of the Oregon
Department of Fisheries, as Mr. Robinson's replacement. - Jack Robinson
elected to remain with the SSC as Mr. Hreha's alternate. The Committee

nominated Don Rosenberg as Vice Chairman.

The SSC also discussed the 11th member of the SSC. They reviewed
two resumes, and nominated John J. Burns of the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game, Fairbanks, as the marine mammal specialist on the Commitﬁee.
Mr. Burn's resume' is attached. We feel he will be an active participant

and contribute significantly to our review of management plans.



STATE/FEDERAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (Council Agenda Item H-9)

The SSC reviewed a document presented by Terry Leitzell. We were
unable to determine the differences in meaning between several of the
categories suggested as separate priorities for research. We feel there
is insufficient information and explanation of what was required to make
any detailed recommendations to the Council, but refefi;d back to their
recommendation to the Council for the Congressional Oversight Hearings
on the FCMA, in June 1979. The SSC statement was: "The SSC strongly
supported increased funding for research and management functions performed
by the States in support of FMP's. In a period of tight budgets, the .
additional demands for data and data summaries places very heavy burdens
on existing state as well as federal agencies. State agencies are
equipped to gather many kinds of data, have support and confidence in
many cases from the public, which is often more comfortable with local

or regional input to FMP's than with National (or non-local) only input."

PROPOSAL TO ASSESS THE DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE OF CERTAIN MARINE
MAMMAL POPULATIONS IN BRISTOL BAY (Council Agenda Item I.1)

Jim Balsiger, Northwest & Alaska Fisheries Center and alternate for
Frank Fukuhara, presented a report on the review of Bud Fay's Bristol
Bay Walrus Survey from Cliff Fiscus of the National Marine Mammal Laboratory,
Seattle. Fiscus stated that Fay provides a good summary of what is
presently known about the distribution of walrus in the Bristol Bay area
and their relationship to the movements of seasonal pack ice. Fiscus
recommended the competence of Fay, Lowrey and Muktoyuk and considered

the stated objectives -in the proposal as feasible.

The SSC recommended that the Council fund this proposal and established
a Steering Committee of Rosenberg, Hreha and Balsiger to monitor the

contract.



~-

We were concerned about the sample size for walrus stomach collection.
Apparently the sample size (20-30) was predicated somewhat on the apprehension
that a permit (from NMFS in Washington, D.C.) would not be available for
a larger sample. The SSC recommends thét at least 50 samples be requested
and that every effort be made to expand seasonal coverage. We understand
that a cooperative program with the USSR for winter sanling is a possibility.

The project may require Council or SSC suppori in thié,

vj}"}- HALIBUT LIMITED ENTRY RFP (Council Agenda Item I.2)

It was reported that Ed Miles and Richard Marasco as representatives
of the Halibut Limited Entry Steering Group had met individually with
Bruce Hart, ADF&G, to revise this RFP. They informed the SSC that the
RFP had been changed according to their recommendations but that additional
items had been added. In general, the SSC approved the RFP content. '
The SSC recommended that Richard Marasco and Edwa#d Miles continue in

their role as SSC representatives for the review and guidance of the

contract. : o \

The SSC reiterated that it was their understanding that the purpose
of this contract was to collect data and information from which analysis

could be made at a later date.

A cost estimate of $50,000 was made by Rich Marasco; however he
stressed that cost estimates be expressed in 'man-years', he will help
on drafting the RFP.

) DRAFT FINAL REPORT ON HERRING RESEARCH CONTRACT WITH ADF&G (Council
Agenda Item I.3)

The Final Report was distributed to the SSC. .The Subgroup will

submit written comments to the Council by December 15th.



DRAFT (RFP) "FEEDING HABITS AND FOOD REQUIREMENTS OF MARINE MAMMALS
IN THE BERING SEA (I-4) -

The SSC reviewed this proposal which would be funded by the Marine
Mammal Commission and the Council. This RFP was developed at a meeting
of a steering group which met in August to discuss mafihe mammal/ecosystem
issues, principally in the Bering Sea. It resulted in a draft scope of
work for a study to determine data availability of the feeding habits
and food requirements of marine mammal in the Bering Sea. The SSC
recommended assigning the 11th member of the SSC to review and report .

back to the SSC, We felt the RFP was overly broad and non-specific.

NON-AGENDA ITEMS DISCUSSED BY SSC

REPORT ON MEETING BETWEEN SURF CLAM PDT AND THE SSC CLAM SUBGROUP

The SSC received a written report of the SSC Clam Subgroup which
met in Anchorage to review the draft Surf Clam Plan. Larry Hreha was
appointed to replace Robinson on the SSC Subgroup. The Clam Subgroup

plans to meet and review the revised draft in January, 1980.

OTA STAFF PLANNING PAPER

Jim Balsiger, alternate for Frank Fukuhara, presented a paper
prepared by the Northwest and Alaska Fisheries Center. Because of the
diversity of federally funded activities associated with studies of the
oceans, the SSC believes there exists a need for a study to assist the
Legislature in making decisions concerning past and ongoing technological
developments and future needs and applications. It appears, however,
that the objectives of the OTA study are not clearly stated. The SSC
believes that the OTA study should not focus on ocean research policy,
which is adequately reviewed at other levels, but should rather focus
narrowly on the identification of hardware and alternate technologies

which are available to meet ocean research goals.



APPOINTMENT OF SSC MEMBER TO MANAGEMENT PLAN PRIORITIES SUBGROUP

A vacancy exists on the Management Plan Priorities Subgroup after
Dr. Bevan's nomination to the Council. The SSC recommended that Dr. Ed

Miles replace Dr. Bevan as SSC representative to the Subcommittee.

FUTURE MEETING DATES

~ -, The next meeting of the SSC is scheduled for January 29-30 or - -
February 5 - 6, depending upon the date the Council meets.
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Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Fairbanks e
1970-1971 (Fall) Research Associate Marine Mammals, Unlver51ty of
i Alaska - ¥
1971-1976 Marine Mammals Biologist and Marine Mammal Coordlnator,
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Fairbanks =
1976-1977 Marine Mammals Biologist and Regional Supervisor,
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Fairbanks
- 1977- .  Marine Mammals Biologist and Marine Mammal Coordinator,
. Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Fairbanks

-Professional Memberships:

American Society of Mammalogists
-American Polar Society )
Arctic Institute of North America
East African Wildlife Society
Northwest Bird and Mammal Society
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Results of long—-term studies



Certified by
SSC Chairman

Date

MINUTES
SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS

January 10, 1980

The Scientific and Statistical meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman
PQ//Donald Rosenbegz at approximately 8:30 on tkﬁﬂsday January 10, 1980. The
[~ following mem#b

Donald Rosenberg
L Alan Midikan 3 )e /[1 Al Kaw

Bud Burgner

rs were present:

Jim Balsiger (alternate for Frank Fukuhara)

Jerry McCrary (alternate for Jack Lechner)

absent: Steve Pennoyer
Ed Miles
George Rogers,
Larry Hreha
Richard Marasco
= m
~—— S
The meeting did not start on the 9th as scheduled due to weather and

transportation difficulties.






