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Joint Plan Team Meeting overview and agenda
Overview

• Date: November 14th

• Place: Seattle and online

Agenda
• Sablefish
• Working group
• Economic update
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Sablefish assessment- data
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Sablefish- catch
• Catch in pot gear increasing rapidly
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Sablefish assessment
• Longline survey abundance continues increase
• BSAI constitutes > 50% of survey biomass in 2022
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Fits to 
indices

Sablefish assessment



Sablefish assessment

Fits to composition data
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Sablefish assessment- Recruitment
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2016 largest on record?
2017 & 2019 big too…
(but 2019 highly uncertain)



Sablefish assessment
Summary:
• Spawning biomass increasing
• 2023 ABC = 40,502 t (3rd highest catch, if full ABC taken)
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Sablefish assessment- Summary Table
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Sablefish: Area Apportionments
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Incremental based on 5-year average survey biomass proportions 
Year 3 (75%) of the SSC 4-year stair step



Sablefish- PT discussion & recommendations
The Teams 

• Agreed with author recommendations with apportionment strategy from SSC

• Recommended evaluation abundance in “plus” age group
Concern about apparent declining proportion in plus group

• Noted a potential technical issue using fishery CPUE in model
Fishery composition data should be scaled relative abundance rather than 
catch
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Plan Team Recommendations on Working Groups (WG)

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 14
This information is distributed solely for the purpose of pre-dissemination peer review under applicable information quality guidelines.

It has not been formally disseminated by the National Marine Fisheries Service and should not be construed to represent any agency determination or policy.

The Teams requested the SSC consider forming working groups
1. Focused on data-limited/Tier 6 methods, and 
2. That address current policies affecting harvest control rules 

Develop approaches to account for climate change impacts on ecosystems
Explore how environmental data could be used (e.g., to inform recruitment)

The Teams noted 

• There are projects already funded that may address these

• Researchers should work together on these issues



Risk tables
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Joint Teams discussed risk table issues:
Application varies across assessments
Rationales were reviewed and judged as reasonable



Economic SAFE chapter
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SSC Review in Feb 2023
• Teams received a presentation, noted accessibility of data and information
• Intro-sections of BSAI and GOA SAFEs contain summary of relevant changes in 

conditions
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Questions?
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