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• Research Priorities
• A Few Focus Projects
• What’s Next



RESEARCH 
PRIORITIES

# Council Top 10 Research Priorities, 2022-2024

1 Crabs - distribution/movement during life history & fishing

2 Arctic Ocean - routine multi-spp & oceanographic surveys

3 Economic information - framework and collection

4 Ecosystem indicators per spp - into assessements

5 Cooperative research - survey/seasons supplement

6 Community vulnerability analyses to management

7 Maturity estimates for BSAI crab stocks

8 Socio-economic information collection

9 EM biological samples loss gap analyses

10 Norton Sound red king crab case study
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Looking for continued feedback from stakeholders/collaborators during planning



• Modified crab pots to reduce bycatch (regulatory discards)
• Condition of derelict crab pots and their effects on crabs
• Seasonal RKC distribution/movements with respect to management boundaries
• Drivers of snow crab stock dynamics
• Effects of bottom contact by pelagic trawl vessels on crab on the seafloor
• Predation as a bottleneck to red king crab recovery
• Estimation of natural, handling and discard mortality of crab stocks
• Estimation of size-at-maturity and reproductive potential for improved HCRs
• Physiological responses of crab to climate stressors
• Development of crab explicit management strategy evaluation (MSE) options
• Feasibility of artificial propagation of BSAI crab stocks
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BOD Official plans are in 
review – these are some 
of our focus areas we are 
considering currently
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➢ Focused Research Areas

CRAB SURVEY RESEARCH – new efforts are needed to fill critical 

information gaps in the winter and spring periods.  Summer surveys provide a 
rich, long time series, but don’t cover winter grounds, or mating/molting activity 
in time and space, which would update protections for crab, and enable us to set 
tag results into the context of population densities.  

Focus species: BBRKC, snow crab

COLLABORATIVE POT SAMPLING projects

CPS1 CPS2 (2024)

complete planning in
progress

Opilio Pot Sampling – Planning Now (Pilot 2024)

Loher et al summary
(LINK)

https://github.com/AFSC-Shellfish-Assessment-Program/CPS1/blob/main/Document/CPS1_SurveyReport_2023.pdf


➢ Focused Research Areas

CPS2 2024

Continuation of CPS1 – 2nd seasonal pot sampling
3 charters for CPS2, adding a trawl sampling
ADFG & NOAA personnel are collaborators w/ BSFRF
Same general footprint and timing of sampling
BSFRF supporting the project w/ primary funding
No tagging occurring during this seaon
Camera, gear work, other sampling included



➢ Focused Research Areas
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DRAFT ANNOUNCEMENT



➢ Focused Research Areas

OpilioWorkshop
• International focus on comparative snow crab research & management
• Non-public, applied science focused workshop
• Steering Committee has met twice – some details

➢ timing is late April-early May, 2024 prior to May CPT
➢ location is St John’s, Newfoundland, CA
➢ cohosted by BSFRF and CA DFO, with collaboration from others
➢ Inclusion of industry stakeholders, focused on science

• Some preliminary objectives include
➢ comparisons of management approaches
➢ applied research topics to help w/ further understanding Bering Sea
➢ considerations of maturity indices

 
Further information is pending…
we’ll be reaching out, please inquire if you are interested to Scott, Tim, or Gordon



➢ Focused Research Areas

BREP Pot Gear Work
• Seeking BREP or other funding for pot specific bycatch research
• Focused on two primary objectives about impact on crab from pots…

“Assessment of Bering Sea Crab Interactions with Active and Derelict Pot Gear 
During and After Fishing Seasons”

• Monitoring CPUE during active fishery based on gear details; escape mechanisms, 
mesh size, soak times, etc.

• Simulating the continued CPUE of pots “as lost pots” to document CPUE and life 
of pot

• Monitoring crab behavior in and around active and simulated lost pots (cameras)
• Develop a plan to census the scale and magnitude of BS pot loss, some info is 

available already to inform preliminary estimates

• Continued collaboration between BSFRF / NRC / ABSC

• Status – Pre Proposal submitted, further updates pending



➢ Upcoming Research

• What’s on the horizon?
• Research funds are available – SQ, CDS, DR, etc.
• Several options to be ready for
• Pot sampling, camera work, trawl sampling, 

tagging charters, gear work, other research
• Coordinating with State of Alaska and NOAA 

and stakeholders - what next projects may be 
• Charter options may be similar or more 

selective depending on the project(s)
• We are firming up research project plans now, 

coordinating on several projects/plans



JAN CPT Update, Anchorage AK

Please feel free to reach out with questions anytime

Scott Goodman
Executive Director, BSFRF
sgoodman@nrccorp.com

425-232-5986
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dr. Gary Stauffer (gdstauffer@outlook.com)
Dr. Gordon Kruse (ghkruse@alaska.edu)

Ms. Madison Heller-Shipley (mshipley@nrccorp.com)
Dr. Tim Loher (tim.at.martingale@gmail.com)
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