AGENDA D-3
MARCH 1983

MEMORANDUM

TO: Council, Board, SSC and AP Members

FROM: {o¢ Jim H. Branson
Executive Director

DATE: March 21, 1983

SUBJECT: Bering Seé/Aleutian Islands King Crab Fishery Management Plan

ACTION REQUIRED

Review of BS/AI king crab fisheries including status of the
stocks, regulatory proposals and status of the FMP., Discussion
of 1983 king crab management with the Board.

BACKGROUND

On October 20, 1981, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council and the
Alaska Board of Fisheries adopted the Joint Statement of Principles for
managing the domestic king crab fisheries in the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands [item D-3(a)]. This agreement requires that both bodies meet jointly
at least once every year to review the management of the fishery, discuss any
regulatory proposals, and determine if there is a need to amend the management
framework. 1In preparation for this meeting the Council and Board held a joint
public hearing on March 8, in Seattle, Washington to receive public testimony
on the regulatory proposals. A list of the BS/AI king crab proposals, a copy
of the proposal package, and the hearing summary are provided as items D-3(b),
(c) and (d), respectively.

The Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands King Crab FMP, the Regulatory Impact Review,
and implementing regulations were submitted for Secretarial review on
June 1, 1982. The Secretarial review period has been extended pending receipt
of minor editorial and technical changes to the FMP, the Final Environmental
Impact Statement, and revised set of implementing regulations. These
documents are nearing completion, and it is anticipated that the Secretary
will act on the king crab FMP in the near future.

~ Problems have been identified in the FMP with the procedure for determining
.~ ABC and OY values as described in both the Board's and Council's king crab
plans. These problems were discussed in a staff memo to the King Crab Plan
Maintenance Team (PMT) sent to you in the last Council/Board mailing. The
problems are caused by significant declines in the number of fertilized female
king crab and the overall depressed condition of the crab stocks. While the
Board and Council's ABC/OY procedure still provides important guidance when
the crab stocks are healthy, it fails to provide the necessary guidance when
the stock condition is poor. Attached as item D-3(e), is a PMT report, which
summarizes the problems with the procedure and recommends technical changes to

solve them. I have also enclosed a copy of the Board's Management framework
for your information [item D-3(f)].
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AGENDA D-3(a)
MARCH 1983

Revised 9/8/81

JOINT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
BETWEEN

NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (NPFMC)
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

and

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES (BOF)
JUNEAU, ALASKA

ON

MANAGEMENT OF DOMESTIC KING CRAB FISHERIES
IN THE BERING SEA AND ALEUTIANS

Recognizing that NPFMC has a legal responsibility for reviewing and recommend-
ing to the Secretary of Commerce measures for the conservation and management
of the fisheries of the Arctic Ocean, Bering Sea, and Pacific Ocean seaward of
Alaska, with particular emphasis on the consistency of those measures with the

National Standards of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson Act); and ’

Recognizing that State and Federal governmental agencies are limited in fiscal
resources, and that the optimal use of these monies for North Pacific
fisheries management, research, and enforcement occurs through a clear defini-

tion of agency roles and division of responsibilities, thus avoiding unneces-
sary duplication; and

Recognizing that the State of Alaska has for more than two decades exercised
effective control over domestic king crab fisheries both within and without
its territorial waters. The State system centers around BOF for policy and
regulations. BOF's regulatory system provides for extensive public input; is
sufficiently structured to insure annual revisions; is flexible enough to
accommodate resource and resource utilization "emergencies;" and is understood
and familiar to the users of North Pacific fisheries resources. Further,
there exists a substantial investment.by the State in facilities, communica-
tions and information systems, vessels and other equipment, coupled with a
cadre of experienced personnel capable of carrying out extensive management,
research, and enforcement programs to monitor the conduct of the fisheries and
the status of the resources.

Therefore, NPFMC and BOF enter into this Joint Statement of Principles, defin-
ing the roles of both organizations, in order to achieve the most effective

and efficient management of domestic king crab fisheries in the Bering Sea and
Aleutians.

I. Applicable Fisheries

This Joint Statement of Principles applies only to the domestic fishery
for king crab (all members of genera Paralithodes and Lithodes) in the
Bering Sea, Bristol Bay, Adak, and Dutch Harbor areas, also known as
State of Alaska king crab statistical areas Q, T, R, and 0. This fishery
is hereinafter referred to as "the fishery."
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II. Duration of Agreement ' _ /Fﬁ

Recognizing that NPFMC is currently preparing a Fishery Management Plan (FMP)
for the fishery, this agreement shall remain in effect until that FMP is
implemented by the Secretary of Commerce. At that time the agreement shall be
reviewed by both NPFMC and the BOF and revised as necessary and as they may
agree so that it will conform with the then existing situation.

III. NPFMC and BOF shall undertake the'following activities:

1. NPFMC and BOF shall adopt the framework developed and approved by
both organizations in April and May, 1981 to govern management of
the fishery, prescribing objectives, standards, and measures found
to be necessary for the fishery's effective management. These _
objectives, standards, and measures are consistent with the national Z
standards of the Magnuson Act and with the laws of the State of
Alaska; and do not discriminate between residents and non-residents
of the State of Alaska.

[]
P B i

2. The framework shall be implemented through regulations adopted by
BOF in accordance with the laws of the State of Alaska, which shall
be consistent with the objectives, standards, and measures pre-
scribed in the framework. Before taking final action on any regula-
tion governing the fishery, BOF shall make readily available in
written form to all persons interested in the fishery for a period
of at least thirty (30) days, the reports and data received by BOF -
upon which the proposed regulation is based; shall afford all such o
persons the opportunity to submit written and oral comments to BOF -
on the proposed regulation during that period; and shall, upon the
request of NPFMC, meet with NPFMC or its representatives to discuss
the proposed regulation. Before any BOF regulation governing the
fishery goes into effect, BOF shall issue a written statement
explaining the basis for the regulation. The preceding provisions
of this paragraph shall not apply to emergency regulations.

3. NPFMC and BOF shall meet jointly at least once every calendar year
to consider mangement of the. fishery and discuss the need for amend-
ment of the framework or any regulations governing the fishery.
NPFMC and BOF or their designated representatives shall also meet
jointly to consider management of the fishery at the request of
either NPFMC or BOF. All persons and agencies interested in the
fishery shall have the opportunity to submit written and oral com-
ments and reports on management of the fishery to NPFMC and BOF at
these meetings. In preparation for the mandatory annual joint
meeting provided for in the first sentence of this paragraph,
representatives of NPFMC and BOF shall hold a public hearing in the
State of Washington at which all persons and agencies interested in
the fishery shall be afforded the same opportunity to comment on
management of the fishery that they would have at the meeting itself.

4, The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) shall have primary
responsibility for developing the information upon which regulations 7~
governing the fishery are to be based, and for implementing these
regulations through monitoring of the fishery and development of

-
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in-season management measures. NPFMC and BOF shall encourage ADF&G,
in carrying out this responsibility, to comnsult actively with the
National Marine Fisheries Service and the fishery management
agencies of other states, in order to prevent duplication of
research and management effort and to make optimum wuse of the
resources available for management of the fishery.

5. NPFMC and BOF shall resolve conflicts on the framework and imple-
menting regulations through all appropriate means.

Approved:

For the North Pacific Fishery For the Alaska Board of Fisheries
Management Council

-

LV / /d/‘l

Clement V. Tillionj Chairman

10 - 20 - 8

Date
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AGENDA D-3(b)
MARCH 1983

BERING SEA/ALEUTIAN ISLANDS KING CRAB PROPOSALS SUMMARY

Registration

(30) Expand the Adak Area to the 800f contour
and west to the US-USSR Convention Line

Seasons

(25 & 31) Open the Dutch Harbor Area and Adak Area earlier,
Sept 15 - Feb 15 vs. Nov 1 - Feb 15
(26) Open the Dutch Harbor Area later, Nov 10 - Feb 15
vs. Nov 1 - Feb 15
(32) Open the Adak Area later, Nov 10 vs. Nov 1

(34) Open the Bristol Bay Area later, Oct 1 vs. Sept 10

(37 Open and Close the N. Dist., Bering Sea Area later,
Sept 15 - Apr 15 vs. Aug 1 - Sept 3

(38) Open the Pribilof Dist. and N. Dist., Bering Sea

Area later
Pribilofs, Oct 1 vs. Sept 10
N. Dist., Sept 22 vs. Sept 3

(39) Close Norton Sound to summer king crab fishing
(40) Change Brown king crab seasons for Pribilofs and
N. Dist.

Pribilofs, from set by EO to Sept 10 - Apr 15
N. Dist., from no season to Aug 1 - Sept 3°
(41) Establish a season and size limit for Brown king crab
in the N. Dist.

Size Limits
(27, 33, Establish a Brown king crab size limit for the Dutch

35 & 42) Harbor, Adak, Bristol Bay and Pribilof Dist.
(189) Reduce the Brown king crab size limit statewide

Harvest Levels

(16) Establish a revised harvest strategy for the BS/AI area
Gear

(28) Establish a 100 king crab pot limit in the Dutch
Harbor Area

(29) Allow 72 hours to remove gear from the water in the
Dutch Harbor Area following a season closure

(43) Move the N. Dist. pot storage area closer to the
St. Matthew fishery

(45) Allow longlining for Brown king crab in the Dutch

Harbor, Adak, Bristol Bay and Bering Sea areas

31B/BB-1
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ADF&G

public
public
public
public
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public
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public
public
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public
public
ADF&G
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Gear (cont.)

#*#(58 & 59) Establish a 100 pot limit for the S. Penn. king and

Tanner crab fisheries

*(60) Provide king and Tanner crab pot storage areas in
designated inshore waters within the Dutch Harbor Area
*(62) Establish a second king and Tanner pot storage area in
Bristol Bay (the old Federal pot storage area)
Miscellaneous
(36) Require tank inspections in the N. Dist. of the
Bering Sea 116 hours after the opening
(44) Change closed waters around St. Lawrence, King
and Little Diomede Island from 3 to 15 miles
*(57) In the Kodiak king and Tanner crab fisheries, prohibit
the use of catcher/processor vessels
*(196) Require an enforcement agent on every catcher/processor
*(61) Prohibit all king and Tanner crab vessels over 50'
from fishing Unalaska Bay, Dutch Harbor Area
*(63) Provide extra fishing time to fishermen who assist other
fishermen in duties within the BS/AI or Westward Areas
(187) Allow the longlining of the king crab pots when
fishing for Brown king crab - statewide
(188) Require or permit for all processing vessels -
statewide
*(194) Eliminate "major damage" as a reason for allowing post-
season recovery of gear and sale of crab. (This provision
is not in the plan.)
*(195) Allow longlining king and Tanner crab pots in waters of

125 £ or more, in all areas where there are no pot limits

*Proposals for both king and Tanner crab fisheries

BOF = Board of Fisheries

31B/BB-2

Author

public
public

public

public
public

public
public

public
public
public

BOF
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public



AGENDA . D-3(c¢)

: MARCH 1983
ALASKA PENINSULA ‘

DUNGENESS CRAB

5 AAC 32.410(b). FISHING SEASONS. (New Subsection) (Regulation page
44). Change the season. ‘

rx

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 32.410. FISHING SEASONS.

o - (b) Dungeness crab may be taken in the South Peninsula
district from September 1 through April 30 [MAY 1 THROUGH FEBRUARY 1].

Justification: To avoid the gear conflict during the salmon season.

Proposed by: King Cove Advisory Committee (59;'60) i ’
- ' ‘ : WESTWARD :
%@ KING CRAB o
5 AAC 34.080. HARVEST STRATEGY. (New section) Set exploitation ?ates
that will determine the harvest levels for king crab in the Westward

fisheries and amend or repeal current regulations governing harvest
levels. : ‘ .

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.080. HARVEST STRATEGY. Unless otherwise specified 'in
this chapter, the harvest levels for king crab in statistical areas K,

M, 0, R, T and Q must be set according to the general guidelines set out
in the following table: _

Comparisoh of exploitation rates of legal crab given relative population
size, prerecruitment, and postrecruitment abundance levels:

Approximate exploitation rates of
legal crab at given levels of

Pbpu]ation Prerecruit 1/ - postrecruits 1/
Size Abundance Low* Moderate** High***
Depressed Declining Less than 20 Less than 25 Less than 25
Stable 30 30 35
_ Increasing - 30 30 35
Average Declining 40 40 40
Stable 40 45 45
Increasing 40 . 50 50
Peak Declining 40 45 50
Stable : 50 55 60
Increasing 60 60 60

* Low = less than 1/3 of total population (1bs.).

**  Moderate = 1/3 - 2/3 of total population.

*** High = over 2/3 of total population.

1/ Prerecruits - those crab which will not reach legal size for one
to two years or one to two molts.

Recruits - those crab which have attained legal size for the
first time. g i

Guwg o,

Postrecruits - those crab which have been legal size for one or
more years, )

9



5 AAC 34.460. KODIAK KING CRAB MANAGEMENT PLAN.

(c) Repealed / /83. _

5 AAC 34.615. HARVEST STRATEGY. Repealed / /83.

5 AAC 34.715. GUIDELINE’HARVEST LEVEL. Repealed / /83.
5 AAC 34.815. HARVEST STRATEGY. Repealed / /83. |

5 AAC 34.915. HARVEST STRATEGY. (a) Repealed / /83.
(b) Repealed / /83.

(c) (1) repealed / /83;
(2) repealed / /83.

Justification: In 1982 the Board of Fisheries expressed its intention -
to develop harvest strategies for Westward Region statistical areas.
This table represents the best exploitation rates for all areas given
available information on stock conditions recognizing a desire for a

?ult;-age class fishery and increased protection for stocks at depressed
evels. _ '

Proposed by: Staff
KODIAK

KING CRAB

5 AAC 34.030(b). LANDING AND INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS. (Regulation page
48) Allow baited gear on the grounds 48 hours before a tank inspection.

The proposed regulation reads as follows: .
5 AAC 34.030. LANDING AND INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS.

(b) Starting 116 hours after the opening of statistical areas T,
M, 0 and the Pribilof district of Statistical area Q; starting 72 hours
after the opening of statistical area H; and within 48 hours before
taking or processing crab in statistical areas K, R, and Q, registered
king crab vessels must have...

Justification: This method of starting the season is used successfully
in areas R and Q to give all vessels an equitable start. Forty-eight
hours is sufficient for Kodiak vessels to set their gear and return for
a tank inspection.

Proposed by: Frank Abena and 76 other fishermen (238-246)

5 AAC 34.410(1). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 62) Change the season.
The propoged regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.410. FISHING SEASONS.
(1) from 12:00 noon September 25 [15] through January 15.

Justification: A ten day later opening for king crab would greatly improve

the recovery/quality of the king crab.

Proposed by: Michale King (209).
10
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LASKA PEMINSULA
§ KING CRAB

Justification: Extending the seaward boundary of area M will inc]qde
all king crab habitat within the statistical area and be uniform with -~
L, the adjacent Dutch Harbor area.

7/

@ pg, Proposed by: Staff

5 AAC 34.020(b). REGISTRATION. (Regulation page 47). Change the
Alaska Peninsula area to a super-exclusive area.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.020. REGISTRATION.. ) - - -

(b) The registration areas R and Q are non-exclusive
“registration areas. A vessel and gear may be registered for either or
both of the non-exclusive registration areas together with one exclusive
registration area during any registration vear, except that a vessel or
gear registered for areas H and M may not be used to take king crab in
any other registration area. . : :

Justification: None provided.

Proposed by: Sand Point Advisory Committee (49)

)

5 AAC 34.510(1). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 65) Change the
season. :

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.510. FISHING SEASONS. Male king crab may be taken or
possessed only as follows:

(1) from a_time concurrent with other westward areas [12:00
NOON, SEPTEMBER 10] until closed by emergency order, king crab 6-1/2
inches (165 mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed.

Justification: None provided.
Proposed by: Sand Point A.C. (52)

OUTCH HARBOR

XJ(@ KING CRAB

5 AAC 34.610(1). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 66) Change the
season.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.610. FISHING SEASONS. King crab may be taken or

possessed only as follows: (1) frem 12:00 noon September 15 [NOVEMBER
1] through February 15, king crab 6% inches (165 mm) or Targer in width
of shell may be taken or possessed.

Justification: This will spread out the fleet and reduce fishing
Pressure and also enable processors to gear up for one king crab season.

Proposed by: Bi11 Osborne (128)
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DUTCH HARBOR
KING CRAB

5 AAC 34.610(1). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 66) Change the L
season. : o 7~

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.610. fISHING SEASONS. King crab may be taken or
possessed only as follows:

(1) from [12:00] noon Movember 10 [1] through February 15, unless
closed earlier by emergency order, king crab 63 inches (165 mm) or
greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed; .

Justification: The proposed opening would be 40 days after the opening
dates in Statistical Area T (Bristol Bay) and the Pribilof district of
Statistical Area Q (Bering Sea). A continuity in season openings is
recommended to coordinate deliveries, maintain a continuous supply of
raw material, sustain constant employment, and avoid major shutfown and
startup costs (for example, travel expenses and gear storage costs) for
both processor and harvester. This proposed opening is optimum. Later
coordinated openings may compromise vessel safety and reduce fishing
opportunities for smaller vessels. To disperse effort, the opening
date should coincide with the opening in Statistical Area R (Adak). It
is believed that the availability of crab is better later in the year.
Due to the anticipated low abundance of crab and the need for high
quality crab sections in the marketplace, this opening may minimize the
risk of 1ight crab. .

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association, North Pacific Fishing Vessel
Owners' Association, Pan-Alaska Fisheries, Sea Alaska Products, Seawest
Industries, Trident Seafoods, and Universal Seafoods (85, 86) . -

5 AAC 34.620. SIZE LIMITS. (Regulation page 66). Set a size limit for
brown king crab.

“The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.620. SIZE LIMITS.

] (a) Male red king crab 6% inches (165 mm) or greater in
width of shell and brown king crab inches { .)or greater in width
of shell may be taken or possessed. -

(b) Male red king crab 7% inches (191mm) or greater in width

of shell and brown king crab inches ( ) or greater in width of
shell may be taken or possessed as provided in 5 AAC 34.610(2). —

Editor's Note: Adoption of this proposal will require appropriate
changes to 5 AAC 34.610.

Justification: Many fishermen and processors believe tﬁat the size of

brown king crab at the age of sexual maturity is smaller than red king

crab. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is currently
investigating the size-age relatioships for brown king crab. NMFS

studies are not yet completed, but should be done by the time of the

March meeting of the Board. As soon as the NMFS studies are available,

they will be submitted to the Board. At that time, the makers -af this. .
proposal will submit a specific proposal for how much the minimum size = ™=
should be decreased if the scientific data support such a reduction.

+3
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 Proposed by: Staff

DUTCH HARBOR
KING CRAB

‘Proposed by: A1aska'narketing Association, N ific Fishis ssel -
' Ala S » North Pacific Fish g

?wgers Assoc1§t10n, Pan-Alaska Fisheries, Sea Alaska Produc:s1ngegszzgl
ndustries, Trident Seafoods, and Universal Seafoods (97, 98) ’

, @

5 AAC 34.625(g). LAWFUL GEAR. (New Subsection). (Regulation page 67)
- Set a pot limit. ' L

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

- 5 AAC 34.625. LAWFUL. GEAR.

: . (g) During a king crab seésoh, an~ag§regaie of no more-thén
- 100 king crab pots may be fished from any registered king crab vessel,

Justification: This allows for smaller vessels to compete more
economically with large vessels in the area. Quotas are smaller and
larger vessels can fish more gear in more areas. ‘

Proposed by: Ken Swimm (123) .

)%’ 5 AAC 34.625.(d). LAWFUL GEAR. (Mew Subsection) (Regulation page 67).
Change the pot storage restrictions. :

" The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.625. LAWFUL GEAR.

, (d) king crab pots may not be stored in the water
starting 72 hours after the closure of area 0 Dutch Harbor tanner crab
season until Movember 1. " : '

Justification: Provide pot storage.
Proposed by: Emil Berikoff (133}

ADAK
KING CRAB

5 AAC 34.700. DESCRIPTION OF STATISTICAL AREA. (Regulation page 67)
Change the boundary.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.700. DESCRIPTION OF STATISTICAL AREA. Statistical area R
has as its eastern boundary 172° W. long., its western boundary a line
from 51°20' N. lat., 168°20' E. long. to 54°36' N. lat., 171°45'E.

Tong. (the U.S.-Russian Convention Line of 1867) L172° E. LONG.], and as
jts seaward boundaries the 800 fathom (1463 m) 1500 FATHOM] depth contour.

Justification: During the 1982-83 Adak king crab fishery, vessels
fished beyond the 170° E. long. boundary defined in the Shellfish Regu-
lations. As the brown king crab fisheries expand, vessels are covering
more grounds. To assist in the management of these fisheries, regula-
tions are necessary to cover the entire scope of the fishery.



ADAK

KING CRAB
X GD

X GD

¥

5 AAC 34.710(a). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 68)."Change the
season. ] :

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.710. FISHING SEASONS. (a) Male red and brown king

crab may be taken or possessed from 12:00 noon September 15 [NOVEMBER 1]
through February 15. . ,

Justification: This will spread out the fleet and reduce gear pressdre
and also enable processors to gear up for one king crab season.

Proposed by: Bill Osborne (126) - S o ; '

5 AAC 34.710. FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 68) Change the seasons.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.710. FISHING SEASONS. (a) Male red [AND] king crab may

be taken or possessed from [12:00] noon November 10 [1] through February
15.

(c) Male brown king crab may be taken or possessed only from
(12:00] noon November 10 [1] until closed by emergency order.

Justification: The proposed opening would be 40 days after the opening
dates in Statistical Area T (Bristol Bay) and the Pribilof district of
Statistical Area Q (Bering Sea). A continuity in season openings is
recommended to coordinate deliveries, maintain a continuous supply of
raw material, sustain constant employment, and avoid major shutdown and
start up costs (for example, travel expenses and gear storage costs) for .
both processor and harvester. To disperse effort, the opening date
should coincide with the opening in Statistical Area 0 (Dutch Harbor). -
Due to the anticipated Tow abundance of crab and the need for high
quality crab sections in the marketplace, this opening should minimize
the risk of light crab. It is believed the availability of crab is
better later in-the year. This opening should ensure that weather
conditions would not unfairly restrict the smaller vessels.

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association,
: North Pacific Fishing Vessel Owners' Association,
Pan-Alaska Fisheries, :
Sea Alaska Products,
Seawest Industries,
Trident Seafoods, and
Universal Seafoods (87, 88)

5 AAC 34.720. SIZE LIMITS. (Regulation page 68) Set a size limit for brown
king crab.
The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.720. SIZE LIMITS. (a) Male red king crab 6-1/2 inches (165
mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed.

(b) Male brown king crab _inches (  mm) or greater in width of

shell may be taken or possessed,

-
w
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ADAK
KING CRAB

Justification: Many fishermen and processors believe that the size of brown
king crab at the age of sexual maturity is smaller than red king crab. The
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is currently investigating the size-
age relationships for brown king crab. NMFS studies are not yet completed,
but should be done by the time of the March meeting of the Board. As soon as
the NMFS studies are available, they will be submitted to the Board. . At that
time, the makers of this proposal will submit a specific proposal for how
much the minimum size should be decreased if the scientific data support such
a reduction, :

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association,
North Pacific Fishing Vessel Onwers' Association,
- Pan-Alaska Fisheries, '
Sea Alaska Products,
Seawest Industries, : -
Trident Seafoods, and
Universal Seafoods (95, 96)

BRISTOL BAY

% @ KING CRAB

5 AAC 34.180(b). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 68) Change~the
season. ‘

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.810. FISHING SEASONS.

(b) Red, blue and brown king crab 64 inches (165 mm) or
greater in width of shell may be taken or .possessed from [12:00] noon
October 1 [SEPTEMBER 10] through April 15 unless closed earlier by
emergency order, except that red, blue and brown king crab seven inches
(178 mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed during
periods opened and closed by emergency order.

Justification: Due to the low abundance of crab and the need for high
quality crab section in the white tablecloth restaurant trade, a later
season may help minimize the risk of 1ight crab. A three-week delay
should result in better meat recovery., To maintain a continuity with
other season openings, it was felt that the opening data in the Bristol
Bay fishery should coincide with the opening we proposed for the
Pribilof district of Statistical Area Q (Bering Seag; This opening date
was felt to be a reasonable compromise to ensure that weather conditions
would not unfairly restrict fishing opportunities for smaller vessels.
The proposed opening is 47 days after the opening we proposed for the
Northern district of Statistical Area Q (Bering Sea) and 40 days before
the openings we proposed for Statistical Area 0 (Dutch Harbor) and R
(Adak). A continuity in season openings is recommended to coordinate
deliveries, maintain a continuous supply of raw material, sustain
constant employment, and avoid major shutdown and start up costs (for

example, travel expenses and gear storage costs) for both processor and
harvester,

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association, North Pacific Fishing Vessel
Owners' Association, Pan-Alaska Fisheries, Sea Alaska Products,
Seawest Industries, Trident Seafoods, and Universal Seafoods (83, 84)



BRISTOL BAY
KING CRAB -
¥ :

5 AC 34.820. ~SIZE LIMITS. (Regulation page 69) Set a size limit for - sy
brown king crab. ‘

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.820. SIZE LIMITS.
(a) Male red[,] and blue [AND BROWN] king crab 64 inches (165

mm) or greater in width of shell and brown king crab inches ( mm)
or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed.

(b) Male red[,] and blue [AND BROWN] king crab seven-inches *
(178 mm) or greater in width of shell and brown king crab inches
mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed as
provided in 5 AAC 34.810(b). ,

Editor's Note: The adoption of this proposal will require appropriate
changes to 5 AAC 34.810. : .

Justification: Many fishermen and processors believe that the size of

brown king crab at the age of sexual maturity is smaller than red king

crab. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is currently

investigating the size-age relationships’ for brown king crab. NMFS

studies are not yet completed, but should be done by the time of the

March meeting of the Board. As soon as the NMFS studies are available,

they will be submitted to the Board. At that time, the makers of this

proposal will submit a specific proposal for how much the minimum size

should be decreased if the scientific data support such a reduction. =~

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association, North Pacific Fishing Vessel
Owners' Association, Pan-Alaska Fisheries, Sea Alaska Products, Seawest
Industries, Trident Seafoods, and Universal Seafoods (91, 92)

BERING SEA
7Zf GO KING CRAB

5 AAC 34.030(b). LANDING AND:INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS. (Regulation page

48). Change the tank inspection requirements for the St. Matthew king
crab fishery.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.030. LANDING AND INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS.

(b) Starting 116 hours after the opening of statistical areas
T, Mand [,] 0, and the Pribilof district and General section of
statistical area H; and within 48 hours before taking or processing crab
in statistical area [S] and the Norton Sound section of statistical area
Q, registered king crab vessels must have their holds, Tive tanks, and
freezers inspected by a local representative of the department at
inspection points specified in 5 AAC 34. No king crab may be on board

at the time of inspection. Successful completion of the inspection
validates the registration for the area. .

Justification: In the past year, the St. Matthew king crab fishery has ~
become one of the major king crab fisheries in the Bering Sea. With_the .7

exception of this fishery, all the major Bering Sea fisheries have their ™ " -

tank inspections 116 hours after the opening of the season. The

116-hour requirement enables the smaller vessels to be somewhat

i7
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competitive with the Targer ones at the start of the season. Since crab
cannot be delivered until after the tank inspection, there would seem to
be no advantage gained by 7TTegally fishing prior to the opening of the
season. The 116-hour requirement Js not being proposed for the Norton
sound section because it would increase operating costs for those
vessels desiring to fish Nerton Sound prior to entering the St. Matthew
fishery.

Progosed by: North Pacific Fishing Vessel Owners' Association (102,
103

‘%(/ 5 AAC 34.910(d). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 70). Change the
red and blue king crab season for the Northern district.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.910. FISHING SEASONS.

(d) in the Northern district, male red king crab 4 3/4
inches (121 mm) or greater in width of shell and blue king crab 51
inches (140mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed
from 12:00 noon September 15 through April 15 [AUGUST 1 THROUGH 12:00
NOON SEPTEMBER 3] (summer season). Additionally, in the Norton Sound
section male red and blue king crab may be taken or possessed only from
January 1 through April 30 (winter season).

Justification: This will spread out the fleet and reduce gear pressure
and also enable processors to gear up for one king crab season.

Proposed by: Bill Osborne (127)

¥ @®

5 AAC 34.910(b),(c),(d). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 70).
Change the season for the Pribilof and Northern districts.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.910. FISHING SEASONS.

(b) In the Pribilof district male red king crab 6%
inches (165 mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed
only from [12:00] noon October 1 [September 10] through April 15. Male
red king crab 74 inches. (190 mm) or greater in width of shell may be
taken or possessed only during seasons established by emergency order.

(c) In the Pribilof district male blue king crab 61
inches (165 mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed
only from [12:00] noon October 1 [September 10] through May 31.

(d) In the Northern district male red king crab 4 3/4
inches (121 mm) or greater in width of shell and blue king crab 51
inches (140 mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed
from [12:00] nnon September 22 [3] (summer season). Additionally, in
the Norton Sound section male red and blue king crab may be taken or
possessed only from January 2 through April 30 (winter season).
Justification (Pribilof season): Due to the low abundance of crab and
the need for high quality crab sections in the white tablecloth
restaurant trade, a later season may help minimize the risk of light

6
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crab. A three-week delay should result in better meat recovery. To
maintain a continuity with other season openings, it was felt that the
opening data in the Pribilof district should coincide with the opening
we proposed for Statistical Area T (Bristol Bay). This opening date was
felt to be a reasonable compromise to ensure that weather conditions
would not unfairly restrict fishing opportunities for smaller vessels,
The proposed opening date is 47 days from the opening date we have
proposed for the Northern district of Statistical Area Q (Bering Sea)
and 40 days before the openings we have proposed for the Statistical
ARea O (Dutch Harbor) and R (Adak) fisheries. A continuity in season
openings is recommended to coordinate deliveries, maintain a continuous
supply of raw material, sustain constant employment, and avoid major
shutdown and start up costs (for example, travel expenses and gear
storage costs) for both processor and harvester.

Justification (Northern district season): This proposal is being
recommended (along with proposals for Statistical Areas T (Bristol Bay),
0 (Dutch Harbor), R (Adak), and the Pribilof district of Statistical
Area Q (Bering Sea) to coordinate deliveries, maintain a continuous
supply of raw material, sustain constant employment, and avoid major
shutdown and start up costs (for example, travel expenses and gear
storage costs) for both processor and harvester. Recovery appears to be
higher later in the year. This proposed opening is optimum. Later
coordinated openings may compromise vessel safety and reduce fishing

opportunities for smaller vessels. Coordinated openings for the St.
Matthew and Norton Sound fisheries will reduce fishing pressure on the
Norton Sound stocks. Note: This proposal assumes that the proposal for
tank inspections 116 hours after the opening of the St. Matthew fishery

is adopted. If not, then the makers of this proposal want an August 20
season opening.

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association, North Pacific Fishing Vessel
Owners' Association, Pan-Alaska Fisheries, Sea Alaska Products, Seawest
Industries, Trident Seafoods, and Universal Seafoods (79 - 82)

5 AAC 34.910(d). FISHING SEASONS.
Norton Sound section summer season.

(Regulation page 70) Close the -

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 39.910. FISHING SEASONS,

_ (d) In the General Section of the Northern district male red
k?ng crab 4 3/4 inches (121 mm) or greater in width of shell and blue
king crab 51 inches (140 mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken
or possessed from 12:00 noon August 1 through 12:00 noon September 3
(summer season), [Additionally] In the Norton Sound section male red

and_b]ue crab may be taken or possessed only from January 1 through
April 30 (winter season)

.
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1. The population has again declined to the lowest level since the
beginning of the commercial fishery (1.6 million pounds of legal
male crab estimated). -

2. Age structure of the population has changed from mostly old crab
to young (recruit crab). These younger crab won't suffer as high
a natural mortality as the older crab. You won't lose all of
these crab if they aren't harvested this year.

3. The subsistence catch has been very poor since the summer
commercial crab harvest began.

4. Enforcement of regulations will be difficult because of low
stocks elsewhere and a lack of crab on the marketplace.

5. There is a certain level of mature male crab needed for breeding
and maintaining the ecological niche. No one knows what that
level is. With a decline of 8 million to 1.6 million we are
definitely heading for that minimum level. Maybe since no one
knows what that level is we should stop now before barren females
start showing up.

Proposed by: Matthew Iya (207, 208)

>€f 5 AAC 34.910(e)(f). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 70). Set brown
king crab seasons for the Northern and Pribilof districts.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.910. FISHING SEASONS.

(e) In the Pribilof district, male brown king crab 6%

inches (165 mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed

from 12:00 noon September 10 through April 15 [ONLY DURING SEASON
ESTABLISHED BY EMERGENCY ORDERJ.

(f) In the Northern district, male brown king crab |
inches ( mm) or greater in width of shell may be taken or
possessed from 12:00 August 1 throuah 12:00 noon September 3.

Justification: Establish seasons for the developing brown king crab
fishery. Results of an as yet uncompleted research project being
conducted by the University of Washington that will recommend a size
1imit will be presented at the Board meeting.

Proposed by: Staff

;%f 5 AAC 34.910(f) and 920(c). FISHING SEASONS and SIZE LIMITS. (New
Subsections). (Regulation pages 70 and 71). Set a season and size

1imit for brown king crab for the Northern district.
The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.910. FISHING SEASONS.

LE e

ek r

(f) in the Northern district, male brown king crab 5%
inches (140 mm) or greater carapace in width of shell may be taken or
possessed from 12:00 noon May 1 through 12:00 noon September 30.

272
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5 AAC 34.920. SIZE LIMITS.

] (c) male brown king crab 5% inches (140 mm) or greater
in width of shell may be taken or possessed in the Northern district.

Justification: The regulation would establish a fishing season to
utilize brown king crab in an area where no commercial fishery has
existed. The Northern district red and blue king crab size limit is
lower than the size limit in the Pribilofs because of slower growth.
The ‘Northern district was fished for brown crab in 1982, and we only
averaged two legal 6% inch crabs per pot. If the size 1imit would have
been 5% inches, we could have caught 20 to 30 per pot. I believe the
growth is slower on brown king crab, therefore, the size limited is
biologically justified. N -

1}

Proposed by: Trans-Pacific International Industries (135, 136)

* @

5 AAC 34.920(a)(e). SIZE LIMITS. (Regulation page 71). Set a size
limit for brown king crab in the Pribilof district.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.920. SIZE LIMITS.
(a) Male red and blue [and brown] king crab 6% inches
(165 mm) and greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed in the
Pribilof district.

. (c) Male brown king crab  inches ( mm) or greater
in width of shell may be taken or possessed in the Pribilef district.

Justification: Many fishermen and processors believe that the size of
brown king crab at the age of sexual maturity is smaller than red king
crab. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is currently
investigating the size-age relationships for brown king crab. NMFS
studies are not yet completed, but should be done by the time of the
March meeting of the Board. As soon as the NMFS studies are available,
they will be submitted to the Board. At that time, the makers of this
proposal will submit a specific proposal for how much the minimum size
should be decreased if the scientific data support such a reduction.

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association, North Pacific Fishing Vessel
Owners' Association, Pan-Alaska Fisheries, Sea Alaska Products, Seawest
Industries, Trident Seafoods, and Universal Seafoods (93, 94)

* E@

5 AAC 34.925(g). LAWFUL GEAR. (Regulation page 71) Change the pot
storage area.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.925. LAWFUL GEAR.

(g) During the closed season for any species of king crab, king

crab pots may be stored in the Northern district only in waters north
of 59° N, lat., south of 59°30' N. lat., west of 169°30' W. long., and

east of 171° W. long., [NORTH OF 61° N. LAT., SOUTH OF 61°30" N. LAT .

WEST OF 169° W. LONG., AND EAST OF 169°30' W. LONG.] or by removal from =~

the water.

2%
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Justification: This will allow vessels to have a pot storage area
established closer to the present fishery.

| Proposed by: Staff

* 5 AAC 34.935(b). CLOSED WATERS. (Regulation page 71). Change the
closed waters near St. Lawrence, King and Little Diomede Islands.

The prcposed regulation reads as follows:
Option 1:
5 AAC 39.935. CLOSED WATERS.

(b) King crab may not be taken in the Gereral Section between
the latitudes of 61° 49' N. latitude and 66° N. latitude.

Option 2:
5 AAC 39.935. CLOSED WATERS.

(b) King crab may not be taken in waters within 15 [THREE]
miles of mean lower low waters around St. Lawrence, King and Little
Diomede Islands.

Justification: Over the protest of local people these stocks have been
jeopardized by the summer commercial harvest so we propose closing the
summer season for an indefinite time for the following reasons:

1. The population has declined to the lowest level since the
beginning of the commercial fishing.

2. The subsistence catch has been very poor and/or the catch per

unit effort has been very low since the summer commercial crab
harvest began.

3. Enforcement of regulations will be difficult because of Tow
stocks elsewhere and a lack: of crab in the marketplace.

4. Most commercial fishermen prefer to fish the St. Matthew area and
if they start overfishing the breeding grounds near these
islands, the whole area will be effected.

Proposed by Matthew Iya (203 - 206)

WESTWARD

3{( @ ' KING CRAB

> AAC 34.050. GEAR FOR KING CRAB. (Regulation page 51). Allow the
longlining of brown king crab in statistical areas T, R, 0, and Q.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.050. GEAR FOR KING CRAB.

(h) When fishing for brown king crab only, vessels may

Tongline pots; however, no more than 15 pots may be longlined in a e

string. A buoy is not required for each pot, but each end of the string

22
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must be marked by a cluster of four buoys as well as a pole and a flag.
One buoy in the cluster must be marked in accorance with 5 AAC
34.050(b).

Justification: The brown king crab fishery is still in the =
developmental stage. Fishermen would like to experiment with different
methods of harvesting this specie of crab. Under the regulations .
currently in effect, longlining pots is not possible because each pot is
required to have at least one buoy attached.

Proposed by: North Pacific Fishing Vessel Owners' Association (101)
. KODIAK . . .
TANNER CRAB . - .-
* GO

- 5 AAC 35.020(b). REGISTRATION. (Regulation page 74) Make Kodiak a 4
super exclusive registration area. :

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 35.020. REGISTRATION.

(b) The registration areas in statistical areas "A" and "J"
except for the Kodiak District of Area "J" are nonexclusive registration
areas. A vessel or gear may be registered for any or all of the nonex-
clusive areas during any registration year.

Justi?ication: To establish local control and responsibility for manage-
" ment of the Kodiak District tanner crab stocks and to be consistent with
" present king crab regulations. .

Proposed by: Frank Abena and 86 other fishermen (229-237)

5 AAC 35.510(1). FISHING SEASONS. (Régu]ation page 86) Change the
season. .

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 35.510. FISHING SEASONS. Male tanner crab may be taken only
as follows:

(1) in the Kodiak district, from 12:00 noon January [FEBRUARY]
10 through 12:00 noon April 30, except in that portion of the Kodiak
district from the longitude of Kilokak Rocks (156°20'13" W. long.) to
the longitude of Cape Kumlik (156°27' W. long.) tanner crab may be taken
only from 12:00 noon January [FEBRUARY] 10 through May 15;

Justification: Either have to store pots on the grounds (with unavoid-
able loss) or have to dry storage at considerable cost, (fuel, storage
fees, hauling) crab are almost always in prime condition-better for
Kodiak's economy (no long period of no work). :

Proposed by: Ray Spagnola (3)
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5 AAC 35.510(1). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 86). Change the
season. '

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 35.510. FISHING SEASONS. Male tanner crab may be
taken only as follows: : ) _

- (1) in the Kodiak district from 9:00 A.M. [12:00 NOON]
- February 10 through 12:00 noon April 30, except in that portion of the
Kodiak district from the longitude of Kilokak Rocks (156° 20' 13" W.

long.) to the longitude of Cape Kumlik (156° 27' W. long.). Tanner crab

Tgy be taken only from 9:00 A.M. [12:00.NO0N] February 10 through May

Justification: With the current 12:00 noon opening, darkness conflicts
with the moving of gear onto the fishing grounds. A 9:00 A.M. opening
would provide more daylight for boats without 1ights to get gear moved.
‘Additionally, with the large amount of gear stored in 25 fathoms or
less, daylight is needed to help your your gear.

Proposed by: Norman Miller (125)

ALASKA PENINSULA

TANNER CRAB
Y@@

5 AAC 35.005(a). STATISTICAL AREAS ESTABLISHED., and 5 AAC 35.600.
DESCRIPTION OF STATISTICAL AREA. (Regulation pages 73 and 85) Create
a superexclusive registration area for tanner crab in the Alaska Peninsula.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 35.005. STATISTICAL AREAS ESTABLISHED.

M - Alaska Peninsula Area, comprised of the waters specified
in 5 AAC 35.600,

5 AAC 35.600. DESCRIPTION OF STATISTICAL AREA, Statistical area M
includes all Pacific Ocean waters west of the longitude of Cape Kumlik
(157°27' W. long.) and east of the longitude of Scotch Cap Light (164°44"
W. long.).

Justification: None provided.

Editor's Note: Adoption of this proposal will require amendments to
other Westward (Area J) tanner crab regulations.

Proposed by: Sand Point A.C. (48, 51)

King Cove A.C. (59) TR
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5 AAC 35.555. INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS. (Regulation page 88).. Allow a 5
day bait up period. ' '

4

The proposed regulation reads as follows: o

5 AAC 35.555. INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS. Vessels registered
for statistical areas J must havé their holds, live tanks and freezers *
inspected by a local representative of the department at inspection
points designated in 5 AAC 35.540 within the following periods and
areas: starting 116 hours after the opening of the South Peninsula §
district and starting 24 hours before the opening of the remaining
districts in area J. No tanner crab may be on board at the time of
inspection. The requirements of this section do not apply to any
registered tanner crab vessel which does not have any salt water
circulation system in its fish hold or crab tanks.

Justification: Give boats time to take their gear out.

" Proposed by: King Cove Advisory Committee (59,\60)

X ED

5 AAC 35.610., FISHING SEASONS. (New Section). Set the  season for the
proposed area "M". '

‘The proposed regulation reads as. follows: ) ' ‘ ~ C-\

5 AAC 35.610. FISHING SEASONS. Male tanner crab méy be
taken from a time concurrent with openings in the districts of Area J
until 12:00 noon, May 15 unless closed earlier by emergency order. "’

Justification: None provided.

Proposed by: -Sand Point Advisory Committee (50)
ALEUTIANS

%@ ' o TANNER CRAB

5 AAC 35.510(5). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulafion page 87) Change %he
season. :

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

S AAC 35.510. FISHING SEASONS. Male tanner crab may be taken only -
as follows: '

(5) in the Western Aleutian district, from [12:00] noon
November 10 [1] through [12:00] noon June 15; - :

Justifica@ion: This opening would coincide with the opening we proposed
for @he k!ng crab fishery in Statistical Area R (Adak). Simultaneous
openings in the Adak king crab and tanner crab fisheries would be con- -~
sistent with previous actions by the Board. Simultaneous king crab and
tanner crab fisheries reduce handling mortalities on tanner crab. "~
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Simultaneous king crab and tanner crab fisheries reduce operating cost
for harvesters.

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association,
Morth Pacific Fishing Vessel Owners' Association,
Pan-Alaska Fisheries,
Sea Alaska Products,
Seawest Industries,
Trident Seafoods, and
Universal Seafoods (89, 90)

J*é, 5 AAC 35.525(g). LAWFUL GEAR. (New Subsection) (Regulation page 88)
Set a pot limit. -
The broposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 35.525. LAWFUL GEAR.

(g) in the Eastern Aleutian area no more than 100 Tanner crab
pots may be fished from any registered Tanner crab fishing vessel during
the open Tanner crab season. : .
Justification: This allows for smaller vessels to competer more
economically with larger vessels in the area. Quotas are smaller and
larger vessels can fish more gear in more areas. :

Proposed by: Ken Swimm (122)

BERING SEA

;#(’(:::D TANNER CRAB

§ AAC 35.520(b). SIZE LIMITS. (New Subsection) (Regulation page 87)
Change the size limit for C. bairdi in the Northern subdistrict.

- The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 35.520. SIZE:LIMITS.

(b) male tanner crab of the species Chionoecetes bairdi

or greater in width of shell may be taken or possessed in the
Northern subdistrict of the Bering Sea district.

Justifjcation: Most C. bairdi encountered'in the area were no 1ar§er
than five inches. ‘

Proposed by: Trans-Pacific International Industries (134)

WESTWARD

)k @ N TANNER CRAB

The tanner crab fishery, particularly in the Bering Sea, harvests two
spec1es.of tanner crab: bairdi and opilio. The department has docu-
mented 1ncreas§d_1and1ngs of undersized bairdi crab that are being
reported as opilio crab. The fishermen claim that they cannot accurately
identify the two species and claim that all the smaller crab are gpilio.
The two species do interbreed, producing hybrids that have a mix of the
characteristics of both species. The department will discuss this N

problem with the Board and the public is invited to make recommended
solutions to the problem.

2%
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5 AAC 34.425(e) and 35.525(b). LAWFUL GEAR. (Regulation pages 63 & 87)
Change the pot limits.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.425. LAWFUL GEAR. : - - .

(e) During any king crab season an aggregate of no more than 100
[150] king and tanner crab pots may be fished from any registered king
crab vessel.

5 AAC 35.525. LAWFUL GEAR.

(b) 1In the Kodiak district no more than 100 [250] tanner crab pots
may be fished from any registered tanner crab fishing vessel during the
open tanner crab_season.

Justification: The depressed state of the king crab stock in the Kodiak
area warrants strict control of harvest levels. Excessive numbers of
pots on the grounds makes this control difficult, increases pot loss and
causes a hazard to navigation. "The 150 pot limit has proved to be
unenforceable making compliance unnecessary for some vessels. A 100 pot
1imit is more easily enforced and would help curb the already excessive
effort.

Proposed by: Michael King (210) .
. Frank Abena and 83 other fishermen (247-264)

X EO

5 AAC 34.425(f) and 35.525(g). LAWFUL GEAR., (New subsections) (Reg-

u]gtion pages 63 & 88) Prohibit inwater storage of king and tanner crab
pots.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.425 and 35.525. LAWFUL GEAR.

' () (g) Dgring the closed season for king and tanner crab in the
Kodiak area, king and tanner crab pots must be removed from the water

?r stored, with all bait containers-removed in 30 fathoms of water or
ess. '

Justification: With the increase in gear it becomes increasingly harder
to find storage in 25 fathqms or less, this extra 5 fathoms would enable
storage up to 25 fathoms without fear of being sighted by Department of

Pub]jc Safety if tide conditions or pot drift were not accounted for in
storing gear.

Proposed by: Michael King (211, 212)
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5 AAC 34.425(f) and 35.525(g) LAWFUL GEAR. (New subsection) (Regulation page
63 & 88) Prohibit catcher/processors,

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.425 and 35.525. LAWFUL GEAR. '
(f) (g) Vessels engaged in fishing king and tanner crab in the Kodiak

area shall not be engaged in processing king or tanner crab during the legal
Kodiak area king or tanner crab season.

Justification: Size limit compliance is difficult to monitor for catcher/
processors. Present processing and catching capacities in the Kodiak area
are already more than adequate.

.

Proposed by: Frank Abena and 86 other fishérmen (219-228)
ALASKA PENINSULA

* KING AND TANNER CRAB

5 AAC 34.525(g) and 5 AAC 35.625. LAWFUL GEAR. (New Sections)
(Regulation pages 65 and 87). Set king and tanner crab pot limits.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

. 5 AAC 34.525(g) and 5 AAC 35.625. LAWFUL GEAR. During the
open king and tanner crab season, no more than 100 king or tanner crab
pots may be used to take king or tanner crab by any registered king or
tanner crab fishing vessel. '

Justification: To keep the area from being over fished since the quota
is being reduced every year. '

: Pfoposed by: King Cove Advisory Committee (59, 60)

+  SOUTH PENINSULA

éf?'(::ED KING AND TANNER CRAB

5 AAC 34.525(g) and 5 AAC 35.525(g). LAWFUL GEAR. (New Subsections)'
(Regulation pages 67 and 88). Set king and tanner crab pot limits for
area M and the South Peninsula district. '

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.525 and 35.525. LAWFUL GEAR. During any king or
tanner crab season an aggregate of not more than 100 king and tanner
crab pots may be fished from any registered king or tanner crab vessel.

Justification: Due to rapidly declining king and tanner crab stocks, a

pot 1imit would 1imit the number of boats participating in the
fisheries.,

Proposed by: R.E. Newman (10, 11)

~
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* KING AND TANNER CRAB

5 AAC 34.625 and 5 AAC 35.535. LAWFUL GEAR. °‘(Regulation pages 67 and -
87). Establish pot storage areas. )

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34,625 and 5 AAC 35.525. LAWFUL GEAR.

. {d) King crab pots may [NOT] be stored in the water, with all
doors secured fully open and with all bait containers removed, only as
follows; [DURING THE CLOSED KING CRAB SEASON]

(1) in waters of Unalaska Bay inside of a line from Eider
Point (53° 57' 40" N. Tat., 166° 35' 30" W. Tong.) to a point south of
Constaine Bay at 53° 57' 30" N. lat., 166° 27' W. long. from the closure
of the Akutan district until noon, February 20. )

(2) in any waters that are 25 fathoms or less in depth
from the closure of the Dutch Harbor season until noon, February 20.
except that king crab pots may not be stered in waters of

(A) Hot Springs Bay inside of a line from the tip of
Ridge Point to 54° 12' 40" N. lat., 165° 52' V. long.; and

(B) Kalekta Bay inside of a line from the tip of
Erskine Point to the tip of Cape Kalekta.

Justification: At its March, 1982 meeting, the Board eliminated
in-water pot storage in Statistical Area O largely over its concern -~
about conflicts with other fisheries. However, in response to petitions
for emergency regulations, the Board took notice that there were times
when in-water storage would not interfere with other fisheries and
issued emergency regulations establishing water storage areas. This
proposal asks that the times and areas of water storage established by
the Board on an emergency basis be adopted through "normal" regulatory
procedures. Reduced king crab and tanner crab harvests in the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands areas are threatening the economic health of
the crab fleet. Allowing in-water storage will reduce operating
expenses and eliminate the substantial fees incurred each time a pot,
goes into or is taken out of land storage. Water storage would only be
for relatively short periods of time. In-water storage will not result
in any biological harm to any fish stocks.

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association, Morth Pacific Fishing Vessel
Owners' Association, Pan-Alaska Fisheries, Sea Alaska Products, Seawest
Industries, Trident Seafoods, and Universal Seafoods (108, 109)

FED

5 AAC 34.xxx and 35.xxx. VESSEL SIZE LIMIT. (Mew Section). Set a
vessel size limit for the Dutch Harbor king and tanner crab fisheries.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
S AAC 34.xxx, 35.xxx. VESSEL SIZE LIMIT.

Unalaska Bay waters inside a line from Cape Cheerful at 54° N
Lat., 166° 40' 20" W. Long., to Priest Rock at 54° 00' N Lat., 166™~22' .. . .-
30" W. Lgng. are closed to registered king and tanner crab vessels over -
50 feet in registered length.
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Justification: Protect the local king and tanner crab stock in Unalaska
Bay from over harvesting.

Proposed by: R. Clark and J. Patron (6, 8)

BRISTOL BAY

X . KING AND TANNER CRAB

5 AAC 34.825(c) and 5 AAC 35.525(c)(3). LAWFUL GEAR. (Regulation pagés
69 and 87). Establish a-new pot storage area in Brjstol Bay.

The proposed regu]atjon reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.825 and 5 AAC 35.525. LAWFUL GEAR.

(c) In addition to the pot storage provisions of 5 AAC
34.050(c) and 5 AAC 35.050(c), king and tanner crab pots may be stored

'during the closed season:

{1) in waters enclosed by a line from 55° 53*' N.
lat., 164° 20' W. long., to 56° 20' N. lat., 163° W. long. to 56° 20' N.
lat., 162° 10' W. long. to 56° 03' N. lat., 162° 10' W. long. to 55° 18'
N. lat., 164° 20' W. long. to the starting point; and

(2) in waters north of 57° N. lat., south of 58° N.

lat., west of 164° W. Tong., and east of 166° W. long.

Justification: With the decline in harvest in the Bristol Bay king crab
fishery and the emergence of the St. Matthew and Pribilof fisheries as
major king crab fisheries, vessels need a storage area which is closer
to these Area Q (Bering Sea) grounds than the present state storage area
in Bristol Bay. In-water pot storage would only be for a relatively
short period of time; from the end of the Bering Sea tanner crab
fisheries to the beginning of the St. Matthew king crab fishery; and
from the end of the St. Matthew fishery to the start of the Pribilof
king crab fishery. It would be extremely costly, in both time and .
operating expenses, for fishermen intending to operate in the
Statistical Area Q king crab fisheries to have to bring in their gear to
the present Bristol Bay pot storage area for a short period. Due to the
decline in king crab harvests in the Bering Sea, many fishermen are
operating under severe financial hardships. Creation of a water storage
area which is closer to the major grounds than the present area would
give some economic relief to the fleet. The area being proposed is
still the federal pot storage area. It was used by fishermen during
1982 and helped relieve congestion in the current pot storage area
established in state regulations. The proposed area is also familiar to
foreign and domestic fishing vessels as an area where crab pots are
stored. The area being proposed would be in addition to the present
state storage area in Bristol Bay.

Proposed by: Alaska Marketing Association, North Pacific Fishing Vessel
Owners' Association, Pan-Alaska Fisheries, Sea Alaska Products, Seawest
Industries, Trident Seafoods, and Universal Seafoods. (104 - 107)

x.’,r":._ .
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WESTWARD

‘>%f/(:::) KING, TANNER AND HAIR CRAB

5 AAC 34.xxx, 35.xxx and 38.xxx. EXTRA FISHING TIME. (New Section).
Allow a vessel to have extra fishing time when it aids a vesse] in
distress during the area T, R. 0 and Q king crab, tanner crab and hair
crab fisheries.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.xx2. EXTRA FISHING TIME. A vessel which goes to
the aid of a vessel in distress is able to make up for the fishing time
lost while rendering assistance.

Justification: 1In the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands areas, there is
virtually no Coast Guard search and rescue capability. Consequently, a
fisherman must rely on another fisherman should his vessel become
disabled. If a fisherman hesitates to render assistance because of
losing fishing time, then the safety of a crew and vessel could be in

jeopardy. This proposal would reward the fisherman who gives help and
should eliminate any reasons for indecision.

Proposed by: North Pacific Fishery Vessel Owners' Association (99, 100)

MISCELLANECUS SHELLFISH
@ WESTWARD (AREA J)

5 ACC 38.420. (1) (2)(4)(5) FISHING SEASONS FOR SCALLOPS. (Regulation page
99). Open new areas and close old areas to scallop fishing.

The proposed regulation reads as follows: _
S AAC 38.420. FISHING SEASCNS FOR SCALLOPS. Scallops may be taken:

(1) Repealed. [FROM JUNE THROUGH MARCH 31 IN THE PACIFIC
OCEAN WATERS MORTH OF 57°37'07" N. LAT., AND EAST OF 152°09'01" W. LONG. (CAPE
CHINIAK LIGHT) AND THE WATERS OF SHELIKOF STRAIT NORTH OF 57°17'20" N. LAT.
(THE LATITUDE OF CAPE IKOLIK):

(2) Repealed. [FROM JULY 15 THROUGH MARCH 31 IN THE PACIFIC
OCEAN WATERS SOUTH OF THE LATITUDE OF CAPE CHINIAK LIGHT AND WATERS EAST OF
THE LONGITUDE OF CAPE BARNABAS, EXCLUDING THOSE WATERS NCRTHWEST OF A LINE
FROM CAPE BARNABAS TO NARRCOW CAPE];

) (4) from April 1_throvah August 31 in the Pacific Ocean waters
Qﬁ_the.Alaska_zeninsula_area_betueen_:he_lgngitude_Qf_chtgh_CaQJuxLihe
longitude of Cape Rankof, and inshare lire extending from Cape Pankof ta
EEQLEbintﬂQn_Um@a;BihmnlJxLhE§KLﬂEadJMlJkEELISladeleXnﬂ;lkﬁxﬁ;&KLiimeesh

'side of Stpegvak Bay to BIUff Point on Kubraanof Peninsula.

{5) from Apridl 1 through August 31 in waters south of the
latitude of Cape Ikolik (57°17'20" N, lat.), west of the longitude of Cape
Barnabas (152¢°52'2q" 1 ac o ohl o i °19¢

26°19"
W. long.) and in 014 Harker narrcus west of 153°16' W._long,

Justification: To: (1) by alternately opening new scallop areas for closing
old ones there will be better prcductive scallop harvests overall; (2) to open

other large scallop areas in waters which larger vessels can work in (weather,
heavier seas, etc.); (3) to maintian

fram year to year.

Proposed by: Scott Hulse (I90)

an cngoing productive scallop fishe.:s .

e *



| : TANNER CRAB
* QOOK INLET
AN S AAC 35.410 (1) (2) FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 84). Change the
opening date of the Tanner crab season in Cook Inlet.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 35.410. FISHING SEASCNS. Male Tanner crab may be taken:

. (1) in the Southern district from 12:00 noon November 1
[DECEMBER 1] through April 30; : )

. (2) in the CTentral, Kamishak Bay, Barren Islands, Outer and
Eastern districts from 12:00 noon November 1 [DECEMBER 1) through May 31.

Justification: Condition of the crab sem to be in a marketable condition.
The weather will allow more fishing time for the fleet due to the averge size
of the vessels fishing Tanner crab. This could save loss of property and life
because the vessels would not have to fish during freezing weather.

Proposed by: Seldovia Advisory Committee (200)

7%{’ 5 AAC 35.410(2). FISHING SEASOMS. (Regulation page 84) Change the
season,

The proposed regulation reads as follows: '
P 5 AAC 35.410. FISHING SEASONS. Male tanner crab may be taken:

(2) 1in the Central, Kamishak Bay, Barren Island, Quter and
Eastern districts from noon December 1 through June 15 [MAY 31.]

Justification: The last three years have shown harvestable quantities
of crab available after calendar closure. This area has extremely bad

weather 80% of the existing season, therefore, the quota has not been
reached.

Proposed by: Bob Tremain (115)

X &3

5 AAC 35.410. FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 84) Change the
seasons.

. The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 35.410. FISHING SEASONS.
Male tanner crab may be taken:
(1) in the Southern district from 12:00 noon November
1 until half the guideline harvest level has been taken and from 12:00

ncon March 1 until the remainder of the gquideline harvest level has been
taken or through April 30. T[DECEMBER 1 THROUGH APRIL 301,

(2) in the Central, Kamishak Bay, Barren Islands,

Outer and Eastern districts from 12:00 noon November 1 [December 1)~-:wi'™

through May 31.



COOK IMLET

TANNER CRAB )

Justification: Biologically the crab are ready to be harvested November -
1. To take advantage of generally better weather. To spread the catch a

effort out over different crab stocks. To reduce price disputes between
processors and fishermen.

Proposed by: John DeSyiva (66-68)

@

5 ACC 35.415. GUIDELINE HARVEST LEVELS. (Regulation page 84). Remove
guideline harvest levels.

The proposed requlation reads as follows: - - -

.. 5 AAC 35.415. GUIDELINE HARVEST LEVELS. Guideline harvest levels for *
Tanner crab are as follows: : .

(1) [SOUTHERN DISTRICT: 3,000,000 POUNDS (1,361 MT)]

repealed;
(2) [KAMISHAK BAY AND BARREN ISLANDS: 4,500,000 (2,041 MT)]
repealed; A :
. (3) [TOTAL OF ALL OTHER ODOK INLET DISTRICT: 3,500,000 (1,588
MI)] repealed;

Justification: The guideline harvest levels as they are currently published
do not reflect the most recent estimates of fluctuating crab abundance. The

. most accurate assessment of stock abundance, and potential harvest is "~
available upon campletion of the annual population abundance index survey.
Substituting preseason forecasts for the guideline harvest levels will provide
a more useful basis for planning by fishermen and processors. Preseason index
surveys will be used to determine potential harvest for the upcoming season.
These forecast will be made available to the fishermen and processors through
news release and public contact.

Proposed by:' Staff

5 AAC 35.425. (b) LAWFUL GEAR. (Regulation page 84). Provide for a Tanner
crab pot limit. ,

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
S5 AAC 35.425. LAWFUL GEAR.

(b) During any Tanner crab season no more than 150 Tanner crab Egts
may be fished in the Kamishak Bay and Barren Island districts. No more than
75 Tanner crab pots may be fished in the Southern district.

Justification: This is the number of pots tht the majority of the
Seldovia/Homer fleet now fish. The existing fleet is now capable of
harvesting the allowable harvest and due to the declining stocks in Kachemak
Bay the reduced pot limit would assist in protecting these stocks.

Proposed by: Seldovia Advisory Committee (197)(%o/) N
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KING CRAB
PRINCE WILLIAM SCUND

fishermen, but causes unnecessary mortality due to stockpilin Gear, wi

] . : . with
11@5 u_ntled or dogrs open and in an unbaited condition, maygbe stor'ed by
existing regulation in 25 fathams or less. This proposal is related to the
proposal on 5 AAC 34.205 and should be acted on together.

Proposed by: Staff

5 AAC 34.215. GUIDELINE HARVEST LEVELS. (Regulation page 59). Repeal the
existing guideline harvest level for the king crab fishery in Prince William
Sound.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 ACC 34.215. GUIDELINE HARVEST LEVELS. Repeal. [THE GUIDELINE HARVEST
LEVEL IS 500,000 POUNDS (227 MT).] . :

Justification: The gquideline harvest levels as they are currently published
do not reflect the most recent estimates of fluctuating crab abundance. The
most accurate assessement of stock abundance, and potential harvest is
available upon completion of the annual population abundance index survey.
Substituting preseason forecasts for the guideline harvest levels will provide
a more useful basis for planning by fishermen and processors. Pre season
index surveys will be used to determine potential harvest for the upccming
seasons. These forecasts will be made available to the fishermen and
processors threugh news release and public contact.

Proposed by: Staff

5 ARC 35.315. GUIDELINE HARVEST RANGE. Repeal the guideline harvest range
for the Tanner crab fishery in Prince William Sound.

TANNER CRAB
PRINCE WILLIAM SCUMD

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 35.315. GUIDELINE HARVEST RANGE. Repeal. [THE GUIDELINE HARVEST
RANGE FOR TANNER CRAB IS 1,300,000 TO 5,300,000 POUNDS (590 TO 2,403 MT).]

Justification: The guideline harvest levels as they are currently published
do not reflect the most recent estimates of fluctuating crab abundance. The
most accurate assessement of stock abundance, and .potential harvest is
available upon completion of the annual population abundance index survey.
Substituting preseason forecasts for the guideline harvest levels will provide
a more useful basis for planning by fishermen and processors. Pre season
index surveys will be used to determine potential harvest for the upcoming
seasons. These forecasts will be made available to the fishermen and
processors through news release and public contact.

Proposed by: Staff

MISCELLANECUS SHELLFISH
@ PRINCE WILLIAM SCUMND

5 AAC 38.230. FISHING SEASCN FOR SEA SNAILS. (Requlation page 98). Repeal
the fishing season for sea snails in Prince William Sound.

The proposed regulaticn reads as follows: . R

LTS

e
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SOUTHEAST

m _ TANNER CRAB

S5AAC 35.020. (b). REGISTRATION. (Regulation page 74) ' -~
Establish portions or all of Southeast Alaska as an exclusive
registration area for Tanner crab.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5AAC 35.020. REGISTRATION.,

-

Option 1
(b) The registration areas in statistical areas A, .
except for Districts ) = 15, and J are nonexclusive

registration areas. A vessel or gear may be registered for .

any or all of the nonexclusive registration areas during any
registration year. '

Option 2 '

(b) The registration area [AREAS] in statistical
area [AREAS A AND) J is a [ARE] nonexclucgive

registration area [AREAS]. A vessel or gear may be
registered for any on all of the nonexclusive registration
areas during any registration year.

Justifications:
Option 1

1) Less fishing piessure, stopping unpredictable amounts
of gear from showing up in the fishery.

2) Better management of stocks by ADF&G.

3) SE Alaska had a disastrous season in 1982-83 due to
the tremendous influx of gear.

Proposed by: Sitka Advisory Committee (169)

Option 2

The well documented burden of effort and resultant
economic crash for our local S.E. fleet leaves area
registration as the only viable solution. Under the present
regulation, out of the 4 statewide Tanner fishing
registration areas, 2 of them (Cook Inlet and Prince William
Sound) are exclusive and the other half (Westward and
Southeast) are nonexclusive. This is a move to lessen the
influx of vessels from other areas. Vessels stop and
fish Southeast on the way Westward and then when Southeast
Closes, they continue on to their normal fishing areas. This
along with other proposals to change the opening date of the
Tanner crab fishery to February 10, would remove most of this
additional pressure from the Southeast Stocks.

Proposed by: petersbur i i
: g Advisory Committee (27
Aril Mathisen (z2%¢) 27¢)

Juneau Commercial Crab Fishermen (179)



SOUTHEASTERN-YAKUTAT
#{‘ TANNER CRAB .
SAAC 35.110. (a). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 81)

Change the opening date for the Southeast Tanner crab fishing
season.

The proposed requlation reads as follows:

SAAC 35.110. FISHING SEASONS. (a) In those districts
described in 5AAC 33,200, male Tanner crab may be taken ony “
from 12:00 noon February 10 [(DECEMBER 11] through May 1.

Justification: Better meat recovery and more spread out ) '
fishing pressure in several districts. In some areas of

Southeast Alaska Tanner crab don't show up until February.

Present season duration not allowing a harvest of these

stocks. Opening the Tanner crab season at the same time as

the brown king crab season should reduce effort on Tanner

crab stocks, make management easier and be at a time when

meat recovery is high.

Proposed by: Sitka Advisory Committee (168)
Petersburg Advisory Committee (273)
Aril Mathissen (2%3)

Juneau Commercial Crab Fishermen (180)

5 AAC 35.110(a). FISHING SEASONS. (Regulation page 81) Change the
season.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 35.110. FISHING SEASONS. (a) In those districts described
in 5 AAC 33.200, male tanner crab may be taken only from 12:00 noon
February [DECEMBER] 1 through May 15 [1]. :

Justification: The quality of tanner crab is better later in the year.

Proposed by: Sitka Sound Seafoods (4)

¥ (e2)

SAAC 35.115.(2) and (3) (New Subsection). GUIDELINE HARVEST
RANGES. (Regulation page 82) Establish a guideline harvest
range for Districts 1 - 4.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

S5AAC 35.115. GUIDELINE HARVEST RANGES. The guideline
harvest ranges for Tanner crab are as follows:

(2) in Districts 5-16 of those waters described in
S5AAC 33.200 750,000 to 2,500,000 pounds (340 to 1134 m.t.)

{3)in Districts 1-4 of those waters described in
SAAC 33,200 pounds.

Justification: With the very intense and rapidly expanding
Tanner crab fishery in northern Southeast, the guideline

g
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. SOUTHEASTERN YAKUTAT
TANNER CRAB

harvest range is filled and the season closed with all the

fisheries in Districts 1 through 4 untapped.

There are some

Tanner crab stocks available in Districts 1 through 4.

Proposed by Larry Painter (29%)

o

5 AAC 35.125(f). LAWFUL GEAR. (Regulation page 82) Set tanner crab
pot identification requirements, -

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 35.125. LAWFUL GEAR. -

(f) Pot or buoy identification requirements for tanner crab
pots are as follows:

(1) in areas where a tanner crab pot 1imit is in effect each
tanner crab pot must have an identification tag issued by the
department. The tag must be placed on the main buoy or on the trailer
buoy if more than one buoy is attached to the pot; the tags are issued
prior to each fishing season and are uniquely numbered for each
registration year;

(2) the tags will be issued at the time of registration for
the vessel only; each application must apply at offices of the
department designated to issue the tags;

(3) replacement of tags lost during the season is permitted
if the. vessel operator submit a sworn statement or affidavit describing
how the tags were lost and listing the numbers of the lost tags;

(4) annual renewal of the tags must be accomplished by
obtaining new tags prior to each fishing season. :

Justification: During the 1982 tanner crab season in Southeast, Fish
and Wildlife Protection received numerous complaints of overlimit of
gear. To successfully prosecute an overlimit of gear violation, Fish
and Wildlife Protection must first count an overlimit of gear which is
actually being fished. Attempts to count gear by Fish and Wildlife
Protection was unsuccessful due to weather conditions and gear
constantly being moved. If there was a tag requirement Fish and

Wildlife Protection could immediately take action involving an untagged
pot.

Proposed by: Department of Public Safety

5AAC 35.125. (f) (New Subsection). LAWFUL GEAR. (Regulation
page 82). Require that only one legal limit of Tanner crab
fishing gear may be on a vessel or in the water at any time.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5AAC 35.125. LAWFUL GEAR.

{f) No registered Tanner crab vessel may have = “»ws”

more than the legal limit of gear on the vessel. in the water

in fisbing condition. or in the water in Stored condition at
any time,

23

.
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SOUTHEAZSTERN-YAKUTAT
TANNER CRAB

Justificatjon To facilitate enforcement of king crab,

Tanner crab and dungeness crab season openings, closures, and
pot limits.

Proposed by  Petersburg Advisory Committee (2%9)

Sig Mathisen (28%)
X

SAAC 35.125. (f) (New Subsection). LAWFUL GEAR. (Regulation
page 82). Require escape rings for Tanner crab pots.

The proposed regulation reads as follows: : ) . '

- S5AAC 35.125. LAWFUL GEAR. : , S

. {f) Two escape rings 4 3/4 inches (122 mm) in
minimum inside Q;gm_gg; so located on the verticle plane to
permit the escape of undersize crabs, ghgll be provided for
each Tanner crab pot.

Justification: The presence of escape rings in Tanner crab
pots will reduce handling mortalities of undersize male and
female crabs.

Proposed by: Staff (I-5)

VIED

5AAC 34.200. (New Section). LIMITATIONS WHILE FISHING FOR
KING CRAB and 5AAC 35.200(New Section). LIMITATIONS WHILE
FISHING FOR TANNER CRAB. (Regulation page 58 and 82).
Prohibit king and Tanner crab vessels from flShlng or storing
pots in the water for one week prior to the opening of the
king or Tanner crab fishing seasons.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

) SAAC 34,200, LIMITATIONS WHILE FISHING EOR KING CRAB,
Validly registered king crab fishing vessels may not fish any
pot gear or store any pot gear in the water one week prior to
the opening of the king crab season.

SAAC 35,200, LIMITATIONS WHILE FISHING FOR TANNER CRAB.
Validly registered Tanner crab fishing vessels may not fish
any pot gear or store any pot gear in the water one week
brior to the opening of the Tanner crab season.

Justification: Enforcement cannot control early fishing in
the red king crab and Tanner crab fisheries. This might be
an alternative to trying to have pot definitions.

Proposed by: Sitka Advisory Committee (173)

Nqia

SAAC 35.125. (e). LAWFUL GEAR. (Regqulation page 82).
Allow the use of square Tanner crab pots in portions of the

Yakutat areasa. e RS

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

€4



SOUTHEASTERN-YAKUTAT
TANNER CRAB

SAAC 35.125. LAWFUL GEAR.

(e) In&akLaL&éx_n_ds_QanMMnm_than
east of a line extending from Point Manby to Ocean Cape
[THOSE DISTRICTS IN 5AAC 30.200], Tanner crab may not be
taken with pots which have tunnel eye openlngs located on the
verticle plane of the pot. This subsection is effective
January 1, 1983.

Justifiction: Square pots will take halibut, but so w@l; .
conical and pyramid pots. It is the operators responsibility
to release halibut. Many experlenced "crabbers" say that
halibut survival is greater in square pots. Halibut

. Commission figures show halibut stocks rebuilding in the Gulf
of Alaska and since we feel that square pots are not a
resource problem to the halibut fishery, the ban should only
include Yakutat Bay if the area people want it.

Proposed by: Aril Mathisen (2%97)
Petersburg Advisory Committee (279)

SAAC 35.150.(New Section). CLOSED WATERS. (Regulation page
82). Close the waters of Gastineau Channel to commercial
Tanner crab fishing.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5AAC 35,150, CLOSED WATERS. All waters of Gastineau
Channel north of a line from Marmion Island light to Point
Mmmmmmﬂgﬁmm

Justification: Gastineau Channel is one of the only areas
where people living in Juneau can obtain Tanner crab for
-subsistence utilization. There are plenty of other areas
where commercial fishermen can harvest crab within a few
miles of Juneau where a subsistence fisherman, with a small
skiff cannot reach safely.

Proposed by: Carl Hagerup (243)

SOUTHEASTERN-YAKUTAT
[:::] DUMGENESS, KING AND TANNER CRAB

5 AAC 32.150, 34.150 and 35.150. CLOSED WATERS. (New Subsections)

(Regulation pages 41, 58, and 82). Close areas around Ketchikan to
commercial crab fishing.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 32.150, 34.150 and 35.150. CLOSED WATERS.

Dungeness, king and tanner crab may not be taken in the
waters of Yes Bay, Traitors Cove, Naha, Bostwick Inlet, Helm Bay, Port
Stewart, Spacious Bay and Shoal Cov

-\'5 “ee :.'_.’-" : -

Justification: Areas are getting fished out for local residents.

Proposed by: Al Kotlanov and 23 others (16, 17)

S -
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)F ‘~ KING CRAB

5 AAC 34.050(h). GEAR FOR KING CRAB. (New subsection) (Regulation page
52) Allow the longlining of brown king crab pots. :

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.050. GEAR FOR KING CRAB.

-

(h) Pots used for the taking of brown king crab may be longlined.

Justification: Longlining is the only way to fish brown king crab in
the tide. :

Proposed by: Terry Buholm (55)

¥ [5%)

5 AAC 34.055. PERMITS FOR PROCESSING VESSELS. (Regulation page 52)
Require a permit for processing vessels in all areas of the state.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.055. PERMITS FOR PROCESSING VESSELS. The owner or opera-
tor of a vessel used in the processing of king crab (IN STATISTICAL
AREAS K, M, O, R, T AND Q] shall obtain a permit from the department
before starting processing operations. The permit must contain the
following requirements:

(1) reporting of vessel location to the department;

. (2) reporting of harvesting or processing operations to the
department;

(3) reporting of unloading and transport operations to the
department;

(4) permission for local representatives of the department to -
inspect, at any time, the vessel's holds, live tanks, freezers, pro-
cessing areas, and processed and unprocessed king crab; and

(5) reporting of any other information required by the de-
partment for the conservation and development of king crab resources.

Justification: The current regulation was adopted by the Board primarily
as a method to enhance enforcement of crab species, sex, and size limit
regulations, but was restricted to the Westward areas due to legal

notice constraints. The Board requested a proposal be presented at its

Spring 1983 meeting that would allow the permit procedure to be required
statewide.

>‘k/Proposed by: Board of Fisheries

5 AAC 34.060(b). SIZE LIMIT FOR KING CRAB. (New subsection) (Regula-
tion page 53) Reduce the size limit for brown king crab.

Editor's Note: The proposer did not provide a recommended size limit.
Justification: Brown crab don't grow like red crab. = SO

Proposed by: Terry Buholm (55)
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STATEWIDE

TANNER CRAB

5 AAC 34.xxx. .FISHING SEASONS. (New Section). Set a concurrent
opening for all tanner crab fisheries.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.xxx. FISHING SEASOMS. Have each area in the state
open at a uniform time, for the tanner crab seasons.

Justification: To keep the CRAB from BEING OVER HARVESTED.
Proposed by: King Cove Advisory Committee (59, 60)

5 AAC 35.055. PERMITS FOR PROCESSING VESSELS. (Regulation page 78)

- Require a permit for processing vessels in all waters of the state.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 35.055. PERMITS FOR PROCESSING VESSELS. The owner or
operator of a vessel used in the processing of tanner crab [IN STATIS-
TICAL AREA J] shall obtain a permit from the department before starting
processing operations. The permit must contain the following requirements:

(1) reporting of vessel location to the department;‘

. (2) reporting of harvesting or processing operations to the
department;

(3) reporting of unloading and transport operations to the
department; ‘

(4) permission for local representatives of the department to
inspect at any time the vessel's holds, live tanks, freezers, processing
areas, and processed and unprocessed tanner crab; and

(5) reporting of any other information required by the de-
partment for the conservation and development of tanner crab resources.

Justification: The current regulation was adopted by the Board primarily
as a method to enhance enforcement of crab species, sex, and size limit
regulations, but was restricted to the Westward areas due to Tegal

notice constraints. The Board requested a proposal be presented at its

Spring 1983 meeting that would allow the permit procedure to be required
statewide.

Proposed by: Board of Fisheries

STATEWIDE

KING AND TANNER CRA
’

5 AAC 34.050(d) and 5 AAC 35.050(d). GEAR FOR KING and TANNER CRAB.
(Regulation pages 52 and 77) Eliminate "major damage" as a reason for
allowing the retention of king and tanner crab after a season closure.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:

5 AAC 34.050 and 35.040. GEAR FOR KING and TANNER CRAB. B
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STATEWIDE
TANNER CRAB

(d) The owner or operator of a king or tanner crab vessel that has
sunk [OR IS NOT ABLE TO TAKE KING CRAB BECAUSE OF MAJOR DAMAGE DOCUMENTED
~IN WRITING BY A MARINE SURVEYOR] may apply to the commissioner for a
permit to sell legal size male king or tanner crab obtained when his
pots are removed by himself or his authorized agent though the king or
tanner crab season is closed in the area. The application must be made
within 14 days of the sinking of [OR DAMAGE TO] the vessel. The fish
ticket must show the delivery made by the lost vessel.

Justification: During the 1982-83 king crab fisheries, four vessels

made application for late deliveries under this provision for Bristol

Bay, one vessel for a district closure, four after the season in the -
Dutch Harbor area, six vessels for the Pribilof district and one vessel - :
for the St. Matthew area. Damage ranged from broken propeller shafts to

the Toss of navigation equipment, blown mains to cracked hulls. Each

individual felt they had a major breakdown. Individuals would request
application and in some cases, when granted, would take up to two weeks

before they left to fish, being two to three weeks after the season

closure, . .

We expect similar situations to occur in the 82/83 tanner crab fisheries.

Proposed by: Staff

X a5

5 AAC 34.050 and 35.050. LAWFUL GEAR. (Mew Subsection) (Regulation
pages 52 and 77). Allow the longlining of pots in areas without pot
limits.

The proposed regulation reads as follows:
5 AAC 34.050 and 35.050. LAWFUL GEAR.

(h) king and tanner crab may be taken by pots attached
to a long line in depths greater than 125 fathoms in those areas not
affected by pot limits. At least one buoy bearing a single number of
the vessel fishing the long 1ine gear must be attached to one end of the
gear. The numbers must be painted on the top one-third of the buoy in
numerals at least four inches in height, one-half inch in width and in a
color contrasting to that of the buoy. The buoy markings must be
visible on the buoy above the water surface when the buoy is attached to
the long Tine.

Justification: None provided.

Proposed by: George Fulton (131, 132)
Russell Moore (129)

X )

The proposer requests that a fish and wildlife agent be aboard each .
catcher processor that processes in the state during the tanner and king
crab season.

Justification: To keep the processors from processing UNDERSIZED crab.

Proposed by: King Cove Advisory Committee (59, 60)

.‘3-..".'_.'{...0. .
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AGENDA D-3(d)
MARCH 1983

SUMMARY: COUNCIL/BOARD OF FISHERIES JOINT PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE PROPOSED KING CRAB REGULATIONS FOR THE 1983-84 FISHERY

Seattle, Washington
March 8, 1983

In accordance with the provisions of the Joint Statement of Principles between
the North Pacific Fishery Management Council and the Alaska Board of Fisheries

for management of domestic king crab fisheries in the Bering Sea and Aleutians,
the Council and Board conducted their second joint public hearing outside

Alaska on Tuesday, March 8, 1983 in Seattle. The hearing was chaired by Harry
Sundberg, with Board member Pete Isleib, and Council members Clem Tillion,

Harold Lokken, Rudy Petersen, Jeffrey Stephan, and Gene DiDonato in attendance.
Support staff present were Mil Zahn, Eulalie Sullivan and Kris Wright, ABOF,

Jim Branson and Steve Davis, NPFMC, Jack Lechner Marty Eaton and Fred Gaffney,

ADF&G, Phil Chitwood and Jerry Reeves, NMFS.

The hearing convened at 9:00 a.m. with a staff report presented by Marty
Eaton. Approximately thirty-three members of the public attended the hearing
and synopses of individual testimony are given below.

Richard Goldsmith, North Pacific Fishing Vessel Owner's Association, Seattle,
presented his association's support and opposition to a variety of proposals

currently before the Board and Council [See item D-3( ) for a detailed summary
of the NPFVOA position.]

His testimony focused primarily on proposals concerning season dates, pot
storage, pot limits, and a smaller Brown king crab size limit. His associa-
tion supports a later season opening date for the Bering Sea, Bristol Bay,
Dutch Harbor and Adak king crab fisheries by approximately 10-14 days (Nos. 26,
32, 34, 38). The purpose behind these series of opening dates is for the crab
fleet to fish their way south, by first fishing the Northern district of the
Bering Sea on August 15, to be followed 47 days later with openings of the
Pribilof district and Bristol Bay on October 1, to be followed by openings in
the Dutch Harbor and Adak areas on November 10. The rationale supporting
these later seasons is to harvest crab of better quality and allow crab
‘vessels which have been tendering in the salmon fishery an opportunity to move
north in time for the St. Matthew king crab fishery. The continuity of
seasons in this manner would help lower the processor's growing shutdown and
startup costs by reducing the amount of time between seasons when they would
otherwise be idle. Mr. Goldsmith also expressed his association's support for
the following proposals: revision of Bering Sea tank inspections regulations
so they are consistent with other major crab fisheries (No. 36); that changes
to the Adak king crab season dates be made as well to the Adak Tanner crab
season (No. 52); reduce the Brown king crab size limit (Nos. 27, 33, 35, 42,
189); all Brown king crab seasons should be set by field order due to the lack
of information on this fishery (Nos. 40, 41); the ADF&G proposal to move the
current Northern district pot storage area to between the Pribilof Islands and
St. Matthew (No. 43); the authorization to longline crab pots when fishing for
Brown king crab (Nos. 45, 187); a reduction in the C. bairdi size limit, north
of 58°N. latitude (No. 54), the required presence of an enforcement agent on
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each catcher/processor (No. 196); and that extra fishing time be provided to a
vessel if its involved in aiding another vessel in distress (No. 63).

The NPFVOA opposed the following proposals: the use of longlining crab gear
when fishing for red or blue king crab and Tanner crab (No. 195); the prohibi-
tion of catcher/processors from the Kodiak fishery (No. 57); the prohibition
of all vessels greater than 50' from fishing in the Dutch Harbor area (No. 61);
the proposed area closures for Norton Sound and the Northern district king
crab fisheries (Nos. 39, 44); all pot limit proposals (Nos. 28, 53, 55, 58,
59); and all super-exclusive _and exclusive registration area proposals
(Nos. 23, 46, 49, 164). 1In addition to commenting on specified proposals,
Mr. Goldsmith did bring to the Board's attention, an inconsistency between the
Adak king and Tanner crab tank inspection requirements. Since both of these
fisheries open simultaneously, it is necessary that the time required for
inspections be the same for both fisheries. He also recommended the printing
of identification sketches to aid fishermen in identifying the different
species of Tanner crab and the establishment of a toll-free hotline so
fishermen can obtain the latest information concerning regulations.

Robert Alverson, Alaska Marketing Association, Seattle, testified in favor of
the proposed delay in the season opening for the Bering Sea, Bristol Bay,
Dutch Harbor and Adak areas (Nos. 26, 32, 34, 38). As was mentioned by
Mr. Goldsmith, the purpose behind these series of opening dates was due to the
.low abundance of crab and the need for high quality sections for the white
tablecloth market. To meet the demand for a high quality product, the later
" seasons would help minimize the risk of light crab. The proposed dates were
selected as a reasonable compromise between harvesters and processors to
ensure that weather conditions do not unfairly restrict the fishing operations

of smaller vessels. He also voiced his support of reducing the Brown king
crab size limit (No. 189).

Mr. Alverson opposed the following proposals: establishing Kodiak and South
Peninsula areas as "super-exclusive" (Nos. 46, 49) for lack of economic
incentive; prohibiting the use of catcher/processors in the Kodiak area
(No. 57); prohibiting the use of vessels greater than 50' in the Dutch Harbor

?rea (No. 61); and the closure of Norton Sound to summer king crab fishing
No. 39).

Dennis Petersen - vessel owner/fisherman, Seattle, supported the comments made
by Mr. Goldsmith on the proposal package. He voiced his support for
re-locating the Bering Sea pot storage area making it more accessible to
fishermen (No. 43); and the importance of an issuance of a Notice to Mariners
to all foreign trawl fleets, informing them of pot storage areas and the
likelihood of gear conflict when fishing in these locations. In addition,
Mr. Petersen proposed that ADF&G develop a day-by-day monitoring system to

improve the manager's capability of monitoring catch rates and prevent area
closures prior to quotas being reached.

Bill Osborne - vessel owner/fisherman, Seattle, testified in favor of a
September 15 opening, in the Dutch Harbor, Adak and the Northern district of
the Bering Sea (Nos. 25, 31, 37). The primary reason for the earlier openings
was to spread the fleet over a large area and as a result, seasons may last
longer. He added that there should be some consistency in the criteria used
by ADF&G when they close fisheries and that this problem should be addressed.
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Buzz Johnson - vessel owner, Seattle, commented on pot storage. He felt that
pot storage areas should be larger than what is currently available and that
all foreign fishermen should be prohibited from trawling in designated pot
storage areas. Mr. Johnson stated his support for in-water pot storage
provisions in the Dutch Harbor area (No. 60), the reduction of the Brown king
crab size limit (No. 27, 33, 35, 42, 189), the elimination of "major damage"
as a reason for post-season recovery of gear and crab (No. 194), and the
requirement for an enforcement agent to be on board all catcher/processor
vessels. He was opposed to the method of longlining pots in the crab
fisheries, stating that it would be unenforceable (Nos. 45, 187, 195), and to
the proposal providing extra fishing time to fishermen who assist other
vessels in distress (No. 63). He felt that owners with multiple vessels would
abuse this regulation if approved.

Terry Buholm, fisherman, Seattle, supported proposals for lowering the Brown
king crab size limit, the authorization to longline for Brown king crab and
the establishment of a 24-hour, toll-free hotline to provide fishermen with
better communications to ADF&G (Nos. 187, 189, 199).
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. PAGE 1
PROPOSAL: NUMBER SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL/NPFVOA POSITION

16 Set a harvest strategy for all the king crab areas from Kodiak
west--NPFVOA WILL QUESTION how the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game (ADF&G) arrived at the exploitation rates it is
proposing.

17 Problem with distinguishing C. opilio from C. bairdi tanner
crab--NPFVOA WILL SUGGEST that 1dent1f1catlon sketches be sent
out with interim-use permits.

23 Make the Alaska Peninsula a super—e.xclu51ve reglstratlon area
for king crab (that is, a vessel may fish only there and nowhere
else)--NPFVOA WILI OPPOSE.

26 . Change the opening of the Dutch Harbor king crab season from
Novermber 1 to November 10 (tank inspections to be given on
November 15)--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT (co~maker of proposal).

*27 Reduce size limit for brown king crab in the Dutch Harbor area—-
NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT (co-maker of proposal).

28 Set a limit of 100 king crab pots for Dutch Harbor--NPFVOA WILL
OPPOSE.

32 Change the opening of the Adak king crab season from November 1

to Noverber 10 (tank inspections to be given no earlier than
noon, November 8)--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT (co-maker of proposal).

*33 Reduce the size limit for brown king crab in Adak--NPFVOA WILL
SUPPORT (co-maker of proposal).

34 Change the opening of the Bristol Bay king crab season from
September 10 to October 1 (tank inspections to be given on
October 6)--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT (co-maker of proposal) .

*¥35 Reduce size limit for brown king crab in Bristol Bay--NPFVOA
WILL SUPPORT (co-maker of proposal).

36 Change tank inspection requirement for the St. Matthew king
crab fishery from 48 hours before to 116 hours after the
season opens—-NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT (maker of proposal).

38 Change the opening of the Pribilof king crab fishery from
September 10 to October 1 (tank inspections to be given on
October 6) and the opening of the Northern district king
crab fishery from August 1 to August 15 (tank inspections
for st. Matthew would be given on August 20 if Proposal
36 is adopted; tank inspections for Norton Sound to be
given no earlier than August 13); Change last day of Northern
district season from September 3 to September 22--NPFVOA WILL
SUPPORT (co-maker of proposal).

NPFVOA is waiting for completion of study by National Marine Fisheries Service
before it takes a stance on vwhat the minimum size for brown king crab should be.

H



PROPOSAL NUMBER

39

40

41

*42

43

44

45

46

49

50

52

PAGE 2
SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL/NPFVOA POSITION

Close the summer king crab fishery in Norton Sound-—NPFVOA
WILL OPPOSE.

Set seasons for brown king crab in the Northern and Pribilof
districts—-NPFVOA WILL QUESTION establishment of fixed seasons.
NPFVOA WANTS SEASONS ESTABLISHED BY EMERGENCY ORDER. (More data
is needed on these developing fisheries. Use of emergency
orders to open and close fisheries will give managers greater
flexibility by enabling them to regulate fishing in harmony
with resource condition as indicated by data from on-going

fishery.)

Set a season and reduce size limit for brown king crab in the
Northern district--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT reduction in minimum
size limit (although may not support minimum size in this
proposal; depends on the results of the uncompleted National
Marine Fisheries Service study). NPFVOA WANTS ESTABLISHMENT
OF BROWN KING CPAB SEASONS BY EMERGENCY ORDER. (See NPFVOA
position on Proposal 40.)

Reduce size limit for brown king crab in the Pribilof dlstrlct——
NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT (co-maker of proposal).

Move Northern district pot storage area down to area north

of 59° North latitude, south of 59° 30' North latitude, west
of 169° 30' West longitude, and east of 171° West longitude——
NPFVOA IS INVESTIGATING whether this area is large enough for
pot storage and is meeting with U.S. trawl fishermen to see

if storage in this area is acceptable to them. Based on its
findings, NPFVOA may drop Proposal 62 and support this proposal
or offer a modification to this proposal.

Close the waters in the General section of the Northern district
between 61° 49' North latitude and 66° North latitude to king
crab fishing (Option 1) or Extend the area closed to king crab
fishing around St. Lawrence, King and Little Dicmede Islands
from 3 to 15 miles offshore (Option 2)--NPFVOA WILL OPPOSE.

Allow longlining of pots for brown king crab (no more than 15 pots
to a string) in the Bering Sea, Dutch Harbor, -Bristol Bay and
Adak registration areas--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT (maker of proposal).

Make Kodiak a super-exclusive area for tanner crab--NPFVQOA WILL
OPPOSE.

Make the Alaska Peninsula a super-exclusive area for tanner
crab—-NPFVOA WILI, OPPOSE.

Change the tank inspection requirement : for the South Peninsula
district tanner crab fishery from no earlier than 24 hours
before to 116 hours after the season opens—-NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT.
NPFVOA will suggest this proposal be extended throughout Area J.

Change the opening of the tanner crab season in the Western
Aleutian district from November 1 to November 10 (tank

inspections to be given no earlier than November 9) ——NPFVOA
WILL SUPPORT (co-maker of proposal).

1)
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. : DAGE" 3
PROPOSAL, NUMBER SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL/NPFVOA POSTTION

53 Set a limit of 100 tanner crab pots for the Eastern Aleutian
district--NPFVOA WILIL OPPOSE.

54 Reduce the size limit for C. bairdi in the Northemn subdistrict
of the Bering Sea district-—-NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT.

55 Reduce the limit from 150 to 100 king crab pots and
fraom 250 to 100 tanner crab pots in Kodiak--NPFVOA WILL
OPPOSE. :

57 ‘ Prohibit catcher/processor vessels from operating in the Kodiak

king crab and tanner crab fisheries (a vessel may either catch
or process; it can't do both activities)--NPFVOA WILL OPPOSE.

58 Set a limit of 100 pots for the Alaska Peninsula king and tanner
crab fisheries--NPFVOA WILI. OPPOSE. '
59 Set a limit of 100 pots for the Alaska Peninsula king crab
and the South Peninsula district tanner crab fisheries—~-NPFVOA
" WILL OPPOSE.
60 Establish pot storage areas in Dutch Harbor--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT

(maker of proposal). (NPFVOA will modify proposal so storage
areas can be available from the close of the Pribilof and Bristol
Bay king crab fisheries until the opening of the Dutch Harbor
king crab fishery.)

61 Prohibit vessels over 50' in length from fishing in the Dutch
Harbor king crab and tanner crab fisheries-~-NPFVOA WILL OPPOSE.

62 Establish a new pot storage area in Bristol Bay (turn the
federal storage area into another state storage area)--NPFVOA
(maker of proposal) MAY DROP PROPOSAL IN FAVOR OF AN AREA
CLOSER TO THE ST. MATTHEW AND PRIBILOF FISHERIES. (See
NPFVOA position on Proposal 43.)

63 Allow a vessel in the Dutch Harbor, Bristol Bay, Bering Sea
and Adak crab fisheries (king, tanner and hair) extra fishing
time when it aids a vessel in distress--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT
(maker of proposal).

164 Establish all or portions of Southeast Alaska as an exclusive
registration area for tanner crab--NPFVOA WILL OPPOSE.

187 Allow the longlining of brown king crab pots statewide--NPFVOA
WILL SUPPORT IF THERE IS A LIMIT OF 15 POTS TO A STRING. (See
NPFVOA position on Proposal 45.)

*189 Reduce the size limit for brown king crab statewide——NPFVOA
WILL SUPPORT. (See NPFVOA position on Proposals 27,33,35,
41, and 42.)

194 Eliminate "major damage" as a reason for allowing retention of

king crab or tanner crab after a season closure--NPFVOA WILL
OPPOSE. NPFVOA will suggest that "major damage" be defined

as "damage which requires a vessel to be towed to port for
repairs."




| PAGE 4
PROPOSAL NUMBER SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL/NPFVOA POSITION

195 Allow the longlining of king crab and tanner crab pots
in areas without pot limits--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT FOR
BROWN KING CRAB ONLY (with limit of 15 pots to a string).
(See NPFVQA position on Proposals 45 and 187.)

196 Place a fish and wildlife agent aboard a catcher/processor
that processes during tanner and king crab fisheries--NPFVOA
WILL SUPPORT.

199 ADF&G should establish é 24-hour ,toll-free telephone number

to provide information to fishermen--NPFVOA WILL SUPPORT.



AGENDA D-3(e)
MARCH 1983

MEMORANDUM

TO: Council, Board, SSC and AP Members

FROM: King Crab Plan Maintenance Team
(Ray Baglin, Steve Davis, Fred Gaffney and Jerry Reeves)

DATE: March 16, 1983

SUBJECT: Board/Council procedure for determining king crab ABC/0Y values
in the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands area.

As was discussed in the Davis memo to the King Crab PMT sent to you in the
March 7 Council mailing and the March 11 mailing to the Board, problems exist
with the procedure for determining ABC and OY values as described in both the
Board's and Council's king crab plans (FMP). There are two problems with this
procedure: the first occurs when the number of fertilized females in Bristol
Bay drops below the accepted minimum level required to maximize recruitment,
thereby preventing the use of the size limit/exploitation rate table (prepared
by Dr. J. Reeves) in establishing an ABC and OY; and the second problem occurs
when stock and pre-recruitment levels in other areas (i.e. Dutch Harbor, Adak
and Bering Sea) are so depressed that a fixed .4 exploitation rate may be
dangerously high. There may also be instances where stock conditions
encourage an exploitation rate above .4 in these areas.

Since the possibility of a female fecundity problem in Bristol Bay was not
considered when we developed the FMP, we did not include a procedure to deal
with this situation. When this situation occurs, as it did in 1982, the Board
and Council may want to close the fishery or they may want to continue but
utilize a more conservative procedure. The PMT recommends that the Board and
Council adopt an additional procedure to be used when female fecundity
problems arise. The PMT recommends adoption of the following language, to be
added to the Bristol Bay ABC section of the FMP:

| If the female spawning stock drops below the level which maximizes
recruitment, either because of reduced clutch size, barreness, or lowered
abundance of mature females, the ABC will be based on the exploitation
rates in Table 2 for depressed populations, applied to that part of the
male stock above the minimum biological size.

The PMT also recommends the adoption of a fifth step to the OY procedure:

5. If in the case an OY cannot be determined due to the female spawning
stock dropping below the level which maximizes recruitment, either
because of reduced clutch size, barreness, or lowered abundance of
mature females, the OY will equal the ABC as based on the exploita-
tion rates in Table 2 for depressed populations.
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This alternative procedure for determining ABC and OY would only be used if a
female fecundity problem continues or occurs again in Bristol Bay. The
procedure would provide the necessary guidance to the Council and Board and
provide an opportunity for a limited fishery in these instances. Adoption of
the PMT recommendation would eliminate the problems with the Bristol Bay
ABC/OY procedure.

The second problem with the ABC/OY procedure is in regulatory areas where
spawner-recruitment relationships cannot be determined. In these areas (i.e.
Dutch Harbor, Adak and Bering Sea), the Board's plan states that the ABC will
be 'set .at the catch corresponding to an exploitation rate of .4 and that OY
will equal ABC. There is no flexibility in this procedure, and it implies
that regardless of the biological condition of the stock, a fishery at the .4
exploitation rate will always occur. The Board's plan does state that a
fishery may have to be restricted to maintain full female fertilization, but
no guidance is provided. This problem is to be expected since the Board's
king crab framework is an early version of the Council's Bering Sea/Aleutian
Islands King Crab FMP currently undergoing Secretarial review. The Council's
FMP differs from the early version by providing a framework for establishing
exploitation rates in the Dutch Harbor, Adak and Bering Sea areas. An
exploitation rate range of .2 to .6 is provided based on population size and
pre-recruitment levels. However, it too has a weakness in that a fishery will
always occur at no lower than a .2 exploitation rate. Since stock conditions
may warrant a lower exploitation rate or am area closure, the PMT recommends
that the framework table (Attachment 1) be revised to include this possibility.
A solution is to add the words "less than" to the top row in Table 2 with the
variables, Depressed population size, Declining pre-recruitment abundance, and
Low, Moderate, and High post-recruit levels. Because there has been some
question about definitions for these variables, Alaska Department of Fish and
Game - Kodiak, the authors of this portion of the framework, have defined them
and will present them at this meeting if needed. If the Council and Board
adopt the complete framework table it will eliminate the problems with the
Dutch Harbor, Adak and Bering Sea ABC/OY procedure.

On a final note, the PMT would recommend that the Board update their entire
ABC/0Y section of their plan by adopting the latest text as it appears in the
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands King Crab FMP (Attachment 2). Since the Board
adopted the early version of the framework in 1981, this section has been
expanded greatly by the plan development team. The improved text does not
change the procedure described in the Board's framework, but it does go into
greater detail and provides examples on how the procedure operates.
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Attachment 1.

Table 2. Comparison of exploitation rates of legal crab given relative
population size and recruitment and post-recruitment abundance

levels.
Recruitment Level
Approximate exploitation rates
of legal crab at given levels of
. post-recruits
Population Pre-Recruitment 1/ oy 3/
Size Abundance LOWT Moderate= High=
Less 4/ Less 4/ Less /
Depressed Declining than .20- than .25- than .25—
'&/[
Stable .30 .30 .35
Increasing .30 .30 .35
Average Declining 40 .40 .40
Stable .40 .45 .45
Increasing .40 .50 .50
Peak Declining .40 .45 .50
Stable .50 .55 .60
Increasing .60 .60 .60

1/ Low = less than 1/3 of total population (lbs.)

2/ Moderate = 1/3 - 2/3 of total population

3/ High = over 2/3 of total population

4/ Exploitation rate will be based on review of in-season considerations
described in Section 4.9.
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