
Halibut DMRs
for In-Season Management 

of 2018 Groundfish Fisheries



Action
• Recommend Halibut DMRs for 

2018



General Approach

• Consistency with Observer Program sampling 
design

• Consistency with the operational causes of 
variation in DMRs



Hierarchical Design

Sampling Estimation

Haul Viability Categories

Trip Viability Category

DMRs for Groupings 
(stratum)

Sample Data

Random sample of catch

Random sample of hauls

Random sample of stratum trips

Random sample of halibut
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2017
Specs

Sector Region Gear Target

Sample Size 
(Mean 
Annual 

NViabilities)

Estimate 
DMR?

DMR  

  
 
 

 

NPT all 1,753 Y 85%
HAL all 11,676 Y 8%
POT all 571 Y 6%

NPT all 196 N 85%
HAL all 1,247 Y 11%
POT all 479 Y 10%

NPT all 2,282 Y 52%
HAL all 44 Y 14%
POT all 571 Y 6%

RPPe Y 67%
non-RPP Y 65%

HAL all 729  Y 12%  
POT all 479 Y 10%
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Results

Notable changes:

• BSAI NPT CVs increase 52% to 60% 

• GOA HAL CVs increase 12% to 17% 

• GOA Rockfish Program (RPP) CVs decrease 67% to 62%

Combined groupings due to low sample size:  

• BSAI HAL CVs - 2 vessels observed in 2014-2016. Combined with GOA

• GOA NPT CPs - 10 vessels observed in 2014-2016. Combined with BSAI



2018
Specs

 

  
 
 

 
Sector Region Gear Target

Sample Size 
(Mean 
Annual 

NViabilities)

Estimate 
DMR?

DMR

NPT all 2,025 Y 84%
HAL all 8,838 Y 8%
POT all 548 Y 9%

NPT all 132 N 84%
HAL all 1,493 Y 10%
POT all 602 Y 7%

NPT all 2,456 Y 60%
HAL all 36 Y 17%
POT all 548 Y 9%

RPPe Y 62%
non-RPP Y 67%

  HAL all 1  Y 17%
POT all 602 Y 7%

N 100%

937

all 0

100%N151all

0 N 100%all

100%N3,097all

Operational Group

CP 

BSAI
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Questions for the Plan Teams

• Support combined groupings?

• Support reference period?

• Recommend newly estimated DMRs for 2018?



Next Steps
(Long Term)

• Two-year reference period likely for 2019 (2016-2017)

• IPHC study on HAL release methods

• Increased use of EM, but human observers still provide data for DMRs

• Improved basis studies for DMRs
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