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June 2015

BILL D. BURK
2041 OLYMPIC DRIVE
ANCHORAGE, AK 99515

May 26, 2015

North Pacific Management Council

605 W. 4™ Ave., Suite 306

Anchorage, AK 99501

RE: C-2 BSAI halibut

I am a commercial fisherman and I make my living expenses from my Halibut and
Sablefish Quota’s. I am 80 years old and could not survive without the income from my

fishing quota’s.

In the past 6 years my quota’s have been reduced 79,314 pounds or 63% by the Halibut

Commission.

e 2010 my halibut quota was 116,717 pounds
° 2011 “ unknown

¢« 2012 “ 59,909 pounds
* 2013 “ 56,538 pounds
e 2014 “ 37,534 pounds
* 2015 « 37,403 pounds

I can accept the 63% decrease to sustain the abundance of halibut.

The BSAI trawl fisheries bycatch is mostly immature halibut that is killed in the millions of
pounds in bycatch.

Why can’t the BSAI traw] bycatch be reduced by 50%? My quota’s have reduced by
63%. During the years my quota’s were being cut the BSAI trawl bycatch was cut 0%.

Now the traw] fisheries are back at the table asking to have the individual fishermen like
myself be cut again, and not have the trawl fisheries cut at all.

Reduce the BSAI trawl fisheries bycatch by 50% so we all can conserve the amount of
halibut in the Alaska waters.

Thank you,

Bill D. Burk
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