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Background

• Fishermen spend time on the 
grounds year after year

• Unique vantage point 
independent from NMFS survey 
with offset timing

• Local and traditional knowledge: 
how fishermen’s voices can be 
heard.

• Citizen scientist opportunities to 
help efforts like BSFRF tagging 
projects
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Motivation

• Collect local knowledge from skippers’ first hand observations on the 
fishing grounds – fishery dependent data collection

• Establish database / time series of observations 

• Build trust through communication, education and collaboration

• ABSC pilot surveys: 2020 BBRKC and 2021 snow crab skipper’s survey
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Pilot Poll

• 2020/21 BBRKC and Snow Crab 
seasons

• Primary goals to capture skipper’s 
observations of: 

1. Perceived crab abundance 
2. Areas fished
3. Fishery interactions

• The surveys remain anonymous, and 
the responses were collated

• Multiple questions in 2 parts:
• Skippers’ observations
• ABSC wants to know 

• With comments

• ~20 skippers participated in each pilot

• Compliments ADF&G Weekly Report
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*This is not a representation of the entire fleet*
Photo by Corey Arnold



Skippers’ Observations

Q1: Based on your observations this year, did the amount of crab 
encountered during the fishery suggest a change in the overall  
abundance of the stock compared to the last three years?
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Skippers’ Observations

Q2: The abundance of young males/pre-recruits
compared to the last three years was:
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Skippers’ Observations

Q3: The abundance of females compared to the 

last three years was:
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ABSC Wants to Know

• Q: Has your vessel used the 
designated at-sea king crab 
pot gear storage area box, 
defined in the Alaska state 
code at 5 AAC 34.827, in the 
last 5 years?
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Yes

No

Q: During crab fishing, did you observe other types of fishing vessels actively fishing in the 
vicinity? If so, what type of vessel?



ABSC Wants to Know

• Q: Implimenting best handling and discarding practices 
(i.e., sorting/handling, discard chute, etc.), do you feel 
there is room to further reduce handling/discard mortality 
in this fishery?
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ABSC Wants to Know

• Q: Did you encounter any tagged 
crab during this fishing season?

• What type of tag did you 
encounter?

➢ 46 Spaghetti

➢ 7 Acoustic

➢ 3 Harness

Slide 10 of 13@ALASKACRABBERSA L A S K A B E R I N G S E A C R A B B E R S . O R G

Yes

No

Photo by Gabriel Prout



Compliments ADF&G Weekly Crab Report
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Conclusion

• Great feedback from 
NOAA, ADFG, CPT, BSFRF 
and skippers prior to RKC 
pilot poll

• Successful pilot

• We hope to see more 
participation in the future

• Database of observations 
for the future of our crab 
stocks
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- Thank You -

Open for Discussion
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