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2016 SAFE Economic Status Reports available at:
http://www.afsc.noaa.gov/REFM/Socioeconomics/SAFE/default.php
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Summary of key economic indicators:
Production and sales, 2016 BSAI crab fisheries

Pounds	
(metric	tons) %	change Gross	revenue %	change

Harvest	sector 64	million
(29	thousand	mt) -30% $259	million -3.6%

Processing	
sector

42.3	million
(19.2	thousand	mt) -30% $349	million +-3.9%

Ex-vessel	average	
price/lb %	change

1st	Wholesale	
average	price/lb %	change

AIG $5.38 23% $12.76 28%
BBR $10.67 32% $18.27 26%
BSS $2.73 33% $5.97 36%
BST $3.02 15% $6.31 17%
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Summary of key economic indicators:
2012 – 2016 Ex-vessel and 1st Wholesale Price
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Summary of key economic indicators:
2012 – 2016 production and sales by BSAI crab fishery
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Summary of key economic indicators:
2012 – 2016 production and sales by BSAI crab fishery
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Summary of key economic indicators:
crab employment and earnings, 2016 CR fisheries

•Harvest sector
80 active vessels over all CR fisheries (from 82 in 2015) 
Crew positions: 1218 (from 1332 in 2015)

note: aggregated over distinct counts for each CR fishery
Crew share earnings: $36 million (-5% Y/Y)
Captain share earnings: $16 million (-5% Y/Y)  

•Processing sector
Paid hours: 788 thousand (-33% Y/Y)
Processing labor wages: $9.6 million (-29% Y/Y)
Estimated average hourly wage increased to $11.93 (+$1.25/hr)
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Summary of key economic indicators:
crab employment and earnings, 2012-2016 CR fisheries
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Summary of key economic indicators:
Crab IFQ lease activity, 2016 BBR, BSS, and BST 
fisheries

•BBR Fishery
5.8 million pounds leased (69% of catch)
$39.5 million total lease payments (44% of ex-vessel revenue)
Lease rate 62-64% of ex-vessel price (median)

•BSS Fishery
27.5 million pounds leased (69% of catch)
$37 million total lease payments (34% of ex-vessel revenue)
Lease rate 46-51% of ex-vessel price (median)

•BST Fishery
9.9 million pounds leased (94% of catch)
$9.2 million total lease payments (29% of ex-vessel revenue)
Lease rate 28-31% of ex-vessel price (median)
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Summary of key economic indicators:
crab IFQ lease activity, 2012 - 2015
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BSAI Crab SAFE Economic Status Report

Economic Output
• Annual TAC/GHL, Landings, Deadloss, and 

Finished Product Volume
• Ex-vessel and First Wholesale Prices and 

Revenue Value of Production

Income and Employment
Operating, Production, and Capital 

Costs
Quota Holdings, Sales, and Leasing 

Activity
• QS/PQS Holding
• Harvest Quota Lease Activity and Average 

Prices
• Quota Share Sale Transfers and Average 

Prices
• IFQ and QS Price Comparison

Fishing Capacity, Effort, and Efficiency
Concentration of Catch Volume
International Trade in Crab 

Commodities

Catch-share Program Economic 
Performance Metrics
• IFQ quota and landings
• Utilization of available IFQ
• Number of entities holding IFQ crab 

share
• Active vessels fishing IFQ
• Number of trips harvesting IFQ Crab
• Season lengths
• Total IFQ-crab and non-IFQ-crab 

landings revenue
• Average combined IFQ crab price per 

pound
• IFQ crab revenue per vessel
• IFQ Crab revenue per trip

Price and Revenue Forecasts


