
AGENDA C-2(a) 
OCTOBER2011 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Council, SSC~P timbers 

ESTIMATED TIME 
FROM: Chris Oliver ~ 12HOURS 

Executive Director ----- ALL C-2 ITEMS 

DATE: September 19, 201 I 

SUBJECT: 2012/2013 BSAI and GOA Proposed Annual Harvest Specifications 

ACTION REQUIRED 

(a) Adopt proposed groundfish harvest specifications for 2012/2013 

BACKGROUND 

During their meetings on August 30 - September 1, 2011, the BSAI and GOA Groundfish Plan Teams 
recommended proposed groundfish harvest specifications for 2012 and 2013, adopted revisions to the 2012 
research priorities, and considered numerous informational reports. The reports from the meetings (including 
proposed harvest specifications) of the Joint BSAI/GOA Groundfish Plan Team, and BSAI Groundfish Plan 
Team (page 22), GOA Groundfish Plan Team (page 29), are attached under Item C-2(a). 

The Council is scheduled at this meeting to recommend proposed BSAI and GOA groundfish harvest 
specifications for the next two-year period for the sole purpose of notifying the public of likely outcomes for 
Council action to set final harvest specifications in December. The Teams' recommendations for the next two 
fishing years are based on rollovers of the established 2012 final specifications, with minor exceptions. The 
rollover approach was adopted by the Council in 2007. Following this practice, 2012 specifications, which 
were adopted in December 2010, were published in the Federal Register in March 2011 and will start the 
groundfish fisheries in January 2012. Proposed specifications for 20 I 3 will be adopted at this meeting and are 
set equal to the 2012 specifications. Any proposed specifications for 2012/2013, including Prohibited Species 
Catch (PSC) limits for halibut, red king crab, Tanner crab, opilio crab, and herring and their gear type and 
target fishery apportionments, should be adopted by the Council at this meeting so that the final rule, based on 
final specifications from December 2011, is a logical outgrowth of the proposed rule. Final harvest 
specifications will be based on stock assessments included in the respective Stock Assessment and Fishery 
Evaluation Reports for the BSAI and GOA. 

Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands The BSAI Plan Team recommendations for proposed 2012/2013 BSAI 
groundfish harvest specifications are attached under Item C-2(a). Final BSAI harvest specifications include 
PSC limits for halibut, red king crab, Tanner crab, opilio crab, and herring and their gear type and target 
fishery apportionments, which are set in federal regulations. Draft tables intended to assist the Council at this 
meeting in setting proposed PSC limits and seasonal apportionments for 2012/2013 are provided below. NMFS 
staff will be available to assist in setting PSC amounts using using draft proposed amounts from the final 2012 
amounts. 



jTABLE 7a-PROPOSED 2012 AND 2013 APPORTIONMENT OF PROIIlBITED SPECIES CATCH 
1 ALLOWANCES TO NON-TRAWL GEAR, THE CDQ PROGRAM, AMENDMENT 80, AND THE 
I BSAI TRAWL LIMITED ACCESS SECTORS 
PSC species Total non-

trawl PSC 

Non-trawl 
PSC 

remaining 
after CDQ 

Total trawl 
PSC 

Trawl PSC 

remaining after 
CDQPSQ1 

CDQPSQ 

reserve1 

Amendment 
80 sector 

BSAI trawl 
limited 
access 
fishery 

Halibut 
mortality 
(mt) R.~AT 

900 832 3,67S 3,349 393 2,32S 875 

Herring (mt) 
BSAI 

n/a n/a 2,273 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Red king crab 
(animals) 
7nrtP. )1 

n/a n/a 197,000 175,921 21,079 87,92S S3,797 

£. opilio 
(animals) 
("f''IR.T 72 

n/a n/a 8,310,480 7,421,2S9 889,221 3,647,549 2,385,193 

£.~crab 
(animals) 
7nrtfl! l2 

n/a n/a 830,000 741,190 88,810 312, 11S 348,285 

£. bairdi crab 
(animals) 
7nrtP.?. 

n/a n/a 2,520,000 2,250,360 269,640 S32,660 1,053,394 

I .. , Section 679.2l(e)(3)(1)(A)@allocates 326 mt of the trawl hahbut mortality limit and§ 
j 679.21(e)(4)(i)(A) allocates 7.5 percent, or 67 mt, of the non-trawl halibut mortality limit as the PSQ 
!~~;rve for u~~ by the groun~~..h. .. f!:?9P~.~ram The PSg re~e_~e for crab spec!es .!~_l_Q:ZEercen_!_~_j 

L ____ Refer!~L~?J.:.?.fo_!_definitions of zones. ·--·-·· ··-----------··-····------· j 

!TABLE 7b-PROPOSED 2012 AND 2013-HERRING AND RED. KING CRAB SAVINGS SUBAREA PROHIBITED{ 
l SPECIFS CATCH AILOW ANCES FOR ALL TRAWL SF.CTORS I 

l~~~oth f:!~~_nd~;_f!ath~!~-~-~!~l. Greenland turbot, Kamcha&I? fl~un~~?..rock sole, and yellowfin s_~le. __ , ______ j 
I "Arrowtooth flounder" for PSC monitoring includes Kamchatka flounder. _______ I 
rPollock other ii;~-p~J~ic t~~I pollo~~-Atka mackere~ and "othe!.~P._ecies" fish-;ry-~;tegory. . .. -1 
!4"0ther species" for PSC monitoring includes sculpins, sharks, skates, and octopuses.________ I 
rsfu-October 2010.ihe Council recomme~d;i.that the ~d ~g-crab bycatch limit for ~on-pelagic trawl fisheries --1 
;within the RKCSS be limited to ~~.percent of the red kin_g crab PSC allowance (see §_~7~.21_(~20@{!!.>©.1: ______ j 

Herring (mt) BSAI crab animals Zone 1 

! "Other flatfish" for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, e:xcept for halibut (a prohibited species), l 
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ii TABLE 7c-PROPOSED 2012 AND 2013 PROIIlBITED SPECIFS BYCA TCH AUJJW ANCFS FOR THE BSAI TRA WLLIMITFD: 
ACCESS SECTOR AND NON-TRA WLFISHERIF.S l 

BSAI trawl limited access 
Prohibited species and area 1 

fisheries Red king crab C. opilio C. bairdi (animals) 
Halibut mortality (mt) BSAI (animals) Zone 1 (animals) COBLZ Zone 1 Zone2 

reuowrm so1e 167 47,J'J7 2,247,CJ4U 2'.JJ,234 l,UU),87'.J 
KOCK sou:matneaa so1e1otner 
flatfish2 0 0 0 0 0 

T mbot/arrowtooth/sabler1Sh3 0 0 0 0 0 
KOCkllSD Apnl 1 :,-uecem Der J l s 0 3,ll~I 0 848 
J:"8CIIICCOO 4S3 0,000 95,)2J 50,816 42,424 

Pollock/Atka mackerel/other 
species4 2S0 400 38,209 4,23S 4,242 
IT otal BSAI traWI 11m1ted access 
PSC 875 53,797 2,385,193 348,28S 1,053,394 

Ultcher 
Non-trawl f1Sheries processor Catcher vessel 
1racmc coa-101a1 /OU 15 
January 1-June 1 u 4:,::, 10 
:runno:·K~Tr•A•- - l~lf 3 ----·-··---- ----·--
August I 5-December 31 115 2 

Other non-trawl-Total 58 --·•~>•--.o,, ..... _ -·-·. _,, ... ,.,.,. ' .. ,.,,_' "-. ---~ .... -..... ---•··-·· .... ,---

May I-December 31 S8 

Growulfish pot and jig Exempt 

Sablefish hook-and-line Exempt 

Total non-trawl PSC 833 
I .. : 

1 Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas. , .... ~·--------··· ····-·-·······-··-·--·•--·-•··· ··---······. - . 
: "Other flatfish,, for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), arrowtooth 
iflounder, flathead sole, Greenland turbot, Kamchatka flounder, rock sole, and yellow.tin sole. r-·-J .. _ .. _ ·--·--••··•·•-··--·--·- -· ___ .. _ .. ______ -··-•···-·-·······---··-
! .. 4 "Arrowtooth flounder" for PSC monitoring includes Kamchatka flounder. _____ .. ···- ___ . ·-· _ -----.. ··-·--·--· 
'. ..... "Other !pecies" for PSC monitoring includes. sculpins, sharks, skates, and octopuses. -·--· . ·-- -·-----·-· ·--··-· 
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Gulf of Alaska The GOA Plan Team recommendations for proposed 2012/2013 GOA groundfish harvest 
specifications are attached under Item C-2(a). The Team modified some of the rockfish categories, compared ~ 
with current 2012 harvest specifications. Prohibited Species Catch limits are established through the harvest 
specification process for halibut. Since 1995, total halibut PSC limits have totaled 2,300 t. The GOA halibut 
PSC apportionments in 2011 are shown below, but the Council likely will defer adopting halibut PSC limits to 
the next agenda item {Item C-2(b)). 

GOA Pacific halibut PSC Limits 
2012-2013 Trawl 2012-2013 Hook and Line 
Jan20-Apr 1 550 t 1st trimester Jan 1 - Jun 10 250t 
Apr 1 - Jul 1 400t 2nd trimester Jun 10 - Sep 1 St 
Jul 1 - Sep 1 600 t 3rd trimester Sept 1 - Dec 31 35 t 
Sept 1 - Oct 1 150 t 
Oct l -Dec31 300t DSR Jan 1 - Dec 31 IOt 
TOTAL 2,000 t 300 t 

Trawl fishery categories 
Season Shallow Water Deep Water Total 
Jan 1 -Aprl 450 t 100 t 550t 
Apr I - Jul 1 100 t 3 00 t 400t 
Jul 1 - Sep 1 200 t 400 t 600t 
Sep 1 - Oct 1 150 t any rollover 150 t 
Oct I - Dec 31 no apportionment 300t 
TOTAL 900 t 800 t 2,000 t 

GOA TAC Considerations for State Pacific Cod Fishery Since 1997, the Council has reduced the GOA Pacific 
cod TAC to account for removals of not more than 25 percent of the federal P. cod TAC from the State parallel 
fisheries. Using the area apportionments of the proposed 2012 P. cod ABC that was recommended by the Plan 
Team, the 2012/2013 federal TACs for P. cod would be adjusted as listed below. 

Proposed 2012 and 2013 Gulf of Alaska Pacific cod ABCs, T ACs and state Guideline Harvest Levels 
'GHLs) (mt). 
Specifications Western 
ABC 27,370 

StateGHL 6,843 
(%) 25 
Federal TAC 20,528 

Central 
48,484 
12,121 

25 
36,363 

Eastern 
2,346 

587 
25 

1,760 

Total 
78,200 

19,550 
25 

58,650 
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