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2022 Field Season Closeout and 2023 Preview 

Robert Foy, Alaska Fisheries Science Center
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Outline
● Look back at 2022 

Field Season
● Preview of 2023

○ Planned surveys
○ Fiscal Outlook
○ Operations Challenges
○ Resiliency and Adaptation
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Research Briefs for AFSC Surveys

2022 Surveys

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/science-data/2022-alaska-fisheries-science-center-field-season
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Gulf of Alaska Fish & Ecosystem Surveys
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Bering Sea Fish & Ecosystem Surveys
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Aleutian Islands Fish Surveys
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FY23 Preview
● Arctic 2024
● IRA Funding
● NOAA Vessel Usage
● Uncertainty in operations impacts 

under CR vs Budget
● Anticipated 2023 surveys
● What we are doing to build 

resilience
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2023 Surveys
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Planned Gulf of Alaska Fish & Ecosystem Surveys 2023
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Planned Bering Sea Fish & Ecosystem Surveys 2023
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Planned Aleutian Islands Fish Surveys 2023
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Building Resilience



Plan and Predict for Resilience

EBFM

Can we manage for 5-10 years 
in advance instead of 1-2 years?
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F/V Ocean Explorer (B&N Fisheries)

• NOAA Fisheries’ Next Generation Data 
Acquisition Plan (10-15 year outlook). 

Incorporate innovative data 

Bycatch excluders and AI

EM Innovation

F/V Vesteraalen

F/V Alaska Knight (US Seafoods)

F/V Alaska Provider (US Seafoods)

Eastern and Northern Bering Sea
eDNA

AI Zooplankton 
Data Generation

Model 
Enhancements

Fish Ageing 
Advancements

Bering Sea 
Survey 
Reconfiguration
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Ecosystem surveys

Climate Ecosystem 
Fisheries Initiative

CEFI

Abundance surveys

Risk 
Table

s

Alaska Climate Integrated 
Modeling Project (ACLIM)

Climate: Regional Action Plans 
(RAP)

Ecosystem 
Socioeconomic 
Profiles (ESP)

Bering Sea Fisheries 
Ecosystem Plans (FEP) 

Climate change task force

Ecosystem Status Report 
(ESR)

Alaska - Climate Informed Science for Management
1976

2015

2020

• Ecosystem Based 
Management Policy

• FEP
• ESR
• ESP

• RAPs
• FEP-CCTF
• ACLIM
• CFI



Integrated Ecosystem 
Assessments (IEAs) 

Improve equity in science and management tools 

Social Vulnerability Indicators
Deep dive into Highly Engaged communities and their 

participation in FMP groundfish fisheries.
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