
D1 Salmon Reports

Council
6/11/2022



Brief history of actions related to 
Chinook and chum salmon bycatch 
management





Time area 
closures:

salmon savings 
areas



Council develops 
A84 as an interim 
measure while 
further chum 
bycatch mitigation 
measures 
considered

Indications that 
SSAs dated and 
exacerbating 
bycatch



Focus shifts from 
chum to Chinook.
Multiple SSC bycatch 
workshops;
Council Bycatch 
Committee to assist 
in developing cap 
levels



Development of 
A91 and extensive 
outreach to WAK 
communities

Final action A91 2009



2011 implementation 
of A91; systematic 
genetic sampling, 
census requirement 
for salmon 
accounting

Council develops chum bycatch 
measures; tables in 2012 due to 
concerns of undermining recent 
Chinook measures



Implementation of A110; 
developed in response to 
continued low Chinook in 
WAK and the need for 
stronger vessel level 
incentives in IPA structure; 
chum measures included as 
part of IPA requirements



October 2021 
Council 
motion

• 1) An updated bycatch impact (AEQ) analysis which includes current genetic 
stock identification information and an updated age/length composition for 
Chinook salmon along with estimates of how many Chinook salmon taken as 
bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock fishery would have returned to Western 
Alaska Chinook salmon stock groupings. The analysis should include a PSC 
harvest rate analysis and an estimate of the Chinook salmon bycatch impacts 
to each specific stock grouping at the current cap levels and at actual bycatch 
levels in recent years.  The Council also requests that the report include 
recommendations to evaluate impacts of chum salmon bycatch in the 
pollock fishery with currently available data.  

• 2) A stock status update of Western Alaska Chinook and chum salmon stocks. 

• In addition, the Council requests staff write a letter to the Secretary of State 
to request help to identify levels and stock composition of bycatch of salmon 
in waters outside of the jurisdiction of the United States.   The Council 
requests staff write a letter in support of recent requests to the Secretary of 
Commerce for increased and dedicated funding for salmon research, 
observation, and monitoring, including on the lifecycle of salmon species in 
the freshwater, nearshore, and marine environments, and the effects that 
environmental changes are having on salmon throughout their lifecycle.



Presentations 
to the Council

• Salmon stock status and research updates
• Stock status update for WAK Chinook and chum 
• AFSC overview of salmon research and mandates
• ADF&G overview of ongoing research and plans

• BSAI and GOA salmon genetics reports
• BSAI Chum salmon bycatch genetics from 2020-2021
• Chinook salmon genetics 2020 (BSAI and GOA)

• Update on ongoing genetics works and plans
• AFSC progress and plans

• Bering Sea Chinook Adult Equivalency and Impact rate 
report; staff recommendation for assessing chum impacts 

• Update on 2015/2018 report; changes noted in 
age/length updates and maturity estimates

• Staff feedback on assessing chum bycatch impacts

• Salmon Excluder final report
• Reports from the IPAs (3)
• SeaShare update
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