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Fisheries managed by the State of Alaska since the last council report includes

those for salmon, crab, and groundfish.

Salmon Troll Fishery (FIGURE 1)

The Southeast Alaska/Yakutat winter troll fishery for chinook salmon began October
1, 2006 and will be open through April 30, 2007 or until 45,000 treaty chinook
salmon are harvested, (the 2001-2005 average harvest is 41,241 fish). The fishery
is confined to waters east of the “winter boundary line” and includes waters of
Yakutat Bay. To date the catch is approximately 12,000 chinook salmon. Average
weights are showing a good increase and are now above the 5-year

average. Price is the highest on record for the season. Catches around the Sitka
area have picked up substantially. When compared to the recent 5-year average
for this period, the catch is just over half that amount. Nevertheless, over the past
three years, a quarter of the entire winter catch has been harvested in the last 7 -

10 days of the fishery, when weather and fish seem to cooperate.




Catch distribution is somewhat different this year with a higher proportion of the

harvest being taken in the southern end of the region.

Aleutian Islands Golden King Crab (FIGURE 2)

The 2006/07 Area O (Aleutian Islands) commercial golden king crab fishery opened
Tuesday, August 15, 2006 and will close at 11:59 PM on Tuesday, May 15, 2007
for Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ), Community Development Quota (CDQ) and the
Adak Community Allocation (ACA) fisheries. A total allowable catch (TAC) of 5.7
million pounds is established for the golden king crab fishery. The TAC is
apportioned east (3.0 million pounds) and west (2.7 million pounds) of 174° W
Longitude.

Five vessels registered to participate in the eastern fishery and fully harvested (2.7
million pounds) the IFQ TAC in 32 deliveries. There are two vessels currently
fishing in the west, and according to the NMFS website, the western IFQ TAC
harvest has taken approximately 73 percent of their total (1.8 million pounds).

There have been 26 deliveries in that fishery and fishing continues.

Bering Sea Snow Crab (FIGURE 3)
The 2006/07 snow crab total allowable catch (TAC) is 32.9 million pounds for the

IFQ fleet and about 3.66 million pounds for CDQ fishermen.

The 2006/07 Bering Sea snow crab fishery opened October 15, 2006 and will
remain open through May 15, 2007 in the Eastern Subdistrict and through May 31,
2007 in the Western Subdistrict. To date approximately 22.6 million pounds (69%
of total IFQ TAC) of snow crab have been harvested, and 30 boats remain out
fishing.
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Bering Sea Tanner Crab (FIGURE 4)

The Bering Sea District Tanner crab stock is managed east and west of 166° W
Longitude, with a separate total allowable catch (TAC) for each area. The 2006/07
Bering Sea District Tanner crab TACs for the IFQ fleet were established at 1.69
million pounds east, and 0.98 million pounds west of 166° W Longitude. Fishermen
targeting CDQ crab have TACs set at 0.90 million pounds east and 0.53 pounds
west of 166° W Longitude. Approximately 60 percent (1.6 million pounds) of the
total IFQ TAC has been harvested to date. The fishery opened on October 15,
2006 and will remain open through March 31, 2007.

Central Region Pacific Cod (FIGURE 5)

Prince William Sound
The Prince William Sound state managed Pacific cod season opened on March 6,

2007, which was seven days after the close of the federal fishery. The GHL had
been set at 910,730 pounds, which was calculated as 10 percent of the federal
Eastern Gulf ABC. No effort has occurred in this fishery to date.

Cook Inlet

The Cook Inlet state managed Pacific cod season opened on February 28, 2007,
which was 24 hours after the close of the federal fishery. The GHL had been set at
3,131,088 pounds. That GHL is calculated as 3.75 percent of the Acceptable
Biological Catch (ABC) for the federal Central Gulf of Alaska area. Like many areas
of Alaska, the Southcentral region has been enduring bad weather for several
weeks. The harbor in Homer is frozen, and heavy, freezing spray has preempted
most attempts at fishing. To date 6 pot vessels have made 14 landings totaling
245,000 pounds of Pacific cod.






