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{All C-4 items) 

SUBJECT: GOA Trawl Sweep Modifications 

ACTION REQUIRED 

Initial review of the EA/RIR/IRF A to require gear modifications for trawl sweeps used in the CGOA
flatfish fisheries. 

BACKGROUND 

In October 2010, the Council initiated a trailing amendment to require trawl sweep modifications on trawl
vessels using non pelagic gear in the Central GOA to reduce unobserved crab mortality. The action was 
initiated in conjunction with final action on the GOA Tanner crab area closures. The Council considered
the scope of the proposed am�ndment following a brief discussion paper presented at the February 2011
meeting. The paper focused on the practicality of trawl sweep modification for different GOA nonpelagic
trawl fisheries, the effectiveness of the modification at reducing prohibited species catch of crab in the
GOA nonpelagic trawl fisheries, and a tentative plan for verifying sweep elevation on GOA vessels 
during the 2011 GOA flatfish fishery. After reviewing the discussion paper and taking public comment on
the issue, the Council narrowed the proposed sweep modification action to flatfish fisheries in the Central
GOA. 

The analysis for the proposed action item was mailed out on January 16, 2012; an Executive Summary of
the analysis is attached Utem C-4(a)(l}. 
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