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Agenda B-2: NMFS Tribal Engagement Report

Pre-Council Meeting Tribal Consultation Invitations, Tribal Newsletter and Engagement Session

On August 19, 2025, NMFS sent an invitation for Tribal consultation on the October North Pacific
Fishery Management Council (Council) meeting agenda items. NMFS received one request for
Tribal consultation from Kawerak Inc. on behalf of the Native Village of Council to discuss: the
Essential Fish Habitat 5-year Review Plan; the Programmatic Evaluation; and an informational
discussion of groundfish and crab harvest specifications. NMFS will consult with Kawerak Inc.
and the Native Village of Council on these topics on September 29.

On September 11, 2025, NMFS released the September/October Tribal Newsletter featuring
updates on the Aquaculture Opportunity Area identification process, information about an
upcoming proposed rule for subsistence use of northern fur seals, September and October
calendars of events, and more.

On September 15, 2025, NMFS hosted a Tribal engagement session to present an overview of the
Council’s October meeting agenda items, encourage discussion, and provide information on how
to submit comments to the Council. The session was attended by fifteen participants from multiple
Alaska Native Tribes and organizations. NMFS staff addressed questions and received feedback on
the upcoming Council action items.

In addition to upcoming Council meeting topics, participants at the engagement session raised:

e the importance of Executive Order 13175, Consultation and Coordination With Indian
Tribal Governments;

e requirements for a Tribal Summary Impact Statement in federal rulemaking;

e the need for an ANILCA analysis for subsistence fisheries; !

e a question about the status of revisions to Magnuson-Stevens Act National Standards 4,
8, and 9;

e asuggestion for creating more opportunities for Tribal feedback on salmon bycatch
issues outside of the formal Council process; and

e asuggestion for developing an infographic or dedicated Tribal engagement session on
the pollock fishery sector, including a breakdown of FMP amendments and
information.

I ANILCA’s subsistence priority does not apply to the waters where NMFS and the Council have
jurisdiction. Nonetheless, NMFS applies a subsistence priority for halibut in rural Alaska.
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https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAAFISHERIES/bulletins/3ede94c
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USNOAAFISHERIES/2025/09/11/file_attachments/3385868/NOAA%20Alaska%20Region%20TRIBAL%20NEWSLETTER%20September_October%202025.pdf
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Fisheries Tribal Consultation

Individual Fishing Quota Program Review:

On February 27, 2025 NMFS held a Tribal consultation with the Kodiak Island Tribal Coalition. In
September, NMFS posted the Tribal consultation agenda and summary on the NMFS Alaska
Region website under the title, Individual Fishing Quota Program Review, at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/ alaska/consultations/alaska-native-tribal-engagement-federal-
fisheries.
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