Status of FMP Amendments 1
March 23, 2007
FMP Amendment Status: Date of Start Transmittal Date of Proposed FMP Proposed Rule Published Final Rule Published
Actions Since February 2007 | Council Regional Action to NMFS HQ for Amendment Notice of in Federal Register in Federal Register
Council Meeting Action Review Review Availability Published
Amendment 25 (KTC) - North | MSA Re- NOA: NOA — January 29, 2007 February 5, 2007
catcher processor owner quota | auth. Act 1/22/07 72 FR 5255
share Jan. 2007 Comment period ends
April 6. 2007
Amendments 62/62: Single Oct 2002 PR:
Geographic Location and 10/15/04
AF A housekeeping
Amendment 67 (GOA) — IFQ December PR: 2/21/06 PR: September 25, 2006 October 3, 2006 November 1, 2006
omnibus IV 2004 71 FR 58372 71 FR 64218
Approved: Comment period ended Comment period ended
January 3, 2007 December 4, 2006 December 18, 2006
Amendment 72 (GOA): April 2003
Add IR/IU trigger for SWFF
Amendment 80 (BSAI) — June 2006 PR: 3/23/07
IR/IU and fishing cooperative
Amendment 84 (BSAI) — October PR: 2/1/06 PR: March 19, 2007 March 26, 2007
Salmon Bycatch ICA 2005
Amendment 85 (BSAI) — April 2006 | PR: 9/21/06 PR: November 29, 2006 December 7, 2006 February 7, 2007

Pacific cod allocations

Secretarial partial
approval: March 5, 2007

PR: January 22, 2007

71 FR 70943
Comment period ended

72 FR 5654
Comment period ends

February 5, 2007

March 26, 2007
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Status of Regulatory Amendments

March 23, 2007
Regulatory Date of Council Start Regional Review of | Transmittal Date of Proposed Rule in Final Rule Published
Amendment Status: Action Rule Rule to NMFS Federal Register in Federal Register
Actions Since Headquarters
February 2007
Council Meeting
Groundfish Regulations
2007 & 2008 BSAI NMFS PR: October 10, 2006 PR: November 28, 12/15/06 March 2, 2007
groundfish harvest 2006 71 FR 75460 72 FR 9241
specifications )
P FR: December 21, 2006 R February 7. 2007 | CommEnt period
M S ended 1/16/07
2007 & 2008 GOA NMEFS PR: October, 10, 2006 PR: November 27, 12/15/06 March 5, 2007
groundfish harvest 2006 71 FR 75437 72 FR 9676
specifications .
P FR: January 4, 2007 FR: Feb o0 Comment period
b EOOTIALY Vi ended 1/16/07

Interagency Electronic NMFS PR: December 27, 2006
Reporting System
Observer Program June 2006 PR: July 14, 2006 PR: February 7, 2007 February 22, 2007
sunset date removal 72 FR 7948

Comment period

ended March 23,

2007
Observer NMFS PR: January 24, 2007 PR: March 13, 2007
Communications
Systems revision
Revise MRA December 2006
accounting period for
non-AFA
catcher/processors
Revise seabird February 2007

avoidance measures




Status of Regulatory Amendments
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Regulatory
Amendment Status:
Actions Since
February 2007

Council Meeting

Date of Council
Action

Start Regional Review of
Rule

Transmittal Date of
Rule to NMFS
Headquarters

Proposed Rule in
Federal Register

Final Rule Published
in Federal Register

Groundfish Regulations

CDQ transfers

NMFS — MSA
requirement

CDQ regulation of
harvest

NMFS — MSA
requirement

Halibut Regulations

Halibut/Sablefish [FQ —
Allow processing of
non-IFQ species on a
vessel with B, C, or D
shares onboard

June 2006

Allow use of pot
longline gear in BS in
June for [FQ/CDQ
sablefish; allow temp
transfer of IFQs held by
mobilized militia; and
withdraw inactive QS

June 2006

Subsistence Halibut IIT

December 2004

Halibut annual
management measures

FR: February 23, 2007

FR: February 28,
2007

March 14, 2007
72 FR 11792

Sport charter vessel
bag limit restrictions

NMFS

PR: March 19, 2007

PR: March 23, 2007
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AGENDA B-2
March 2007

Figure 1: Current Timeline for Amendment 80 Program Implementation
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Overview of Central Gulf of Alaska (CGOA) Rockfish Program Implementation
What it does

Allocates CGOA Pacific ocean perch, pelagic shelf
rockfish, and northern rockfish (Rockfish), other
secondary species, and halibut PSC. Limits the number
of onshore processors that can receive allocated
Rockfish. Harvesters can form a cooperative and receive
an exclusive cooperative quota (CQ). Harvests can be
spread out, and reduce the “race for fish.” Sideboard
limits protect other fisheries by limiting rockfish
harvesters in July.

Who is participating -- Issuance of Rockfish QS

All applicants known to be eligible for the Rockfish
Program applied and received QS or processor eligibility.

48 catcher vessels (CV) LLPs
15 catcher/processors (C/P) LLPs
5 processors

8 LLPs contested NMFS’s estimate of QS amounts.
NMEFS will prepare an initial administrative
determination (IAD). Applicants can appeal the IAD.

One applicant (2 LLPs) contested C/P sideboard limits.

Entry Level Fishery (5 % of CGOA Rockfish TAC)

¢

{

Anyone not eligible for QS can apply by March 1.
2 Entry level trawl vessels applied.
1 entry level longline/jig vessel.

Some jig vessels did not register and may fish in State of
Alaska waters during the Federal season.

) )

What participants are doing

CV Sector Participants

e 45 LLPs representing 99% of all the CV Rockfish
QS joined cooperatives in association with eligible
processors — 5 cooperatives formed.

¢  CV cooperatives will receive exclusive cooperative
quota (CQ) to the following species in the CGOA
.... 6,700 mt Rockfish, 390 mt sablefish, 590 mt
Pacific cod, 110 mt thornyhead, and 110 mt halibut
PSC for use while harvesting their CQ.

e 3 CV LLPs did not join a coop, they will receive
1% of the Rockfish TAC for CVs.

C/P Sector Participants

» 2 cooperatives formed representing 45% of all the
C/P Rockfish QS

¢ C/P cooperatives will receive CQ for.... 3,650 mt
Rockfish, 150 mt sablefish, 60 mt shortraker, 200
mt rougheye, 130 mt thronyhead, and 60 mt halibut
PSC. ‘

* 5 LLP did not join a cooperative, they will receive
43% of the Rockfish TAC for C/Ps.

e 6 LLPs chose neither to join a cooperative nor the
~ limited access fishery and “opt-out.” Vessels
using these LLPs cannot fish for Rockfish in the
CGOA. Opt-out vessels are relieved from some
monitoring and enforcement requirements and
sideboard limits, specifically sideboard limits in
the Bering Sea.

)



B -2
ﬂm&f c§mom/

National Marine Fisheries Service March 22, 2007
Alaska Region, Inseason Management Highlights -

2007 catch is through March 17 unless otherwise stated

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands

Bering Sea Pollock
The 2007 Chinook Salmon Savings Area (CSSA) limit is 29,000 salmon. The CSSA

closed for non CDQ February 6, 2007. A total of 64,268 non-CDQ and 3,119 CDQ
Chinook salmon have been caught. In the 2006 A season 57,144 non-CDQ and 1,580
CDQ Chinook salmon were taken. The CSSA closed for non CDQ February 15, 2006.

Catcher/processors
As in the 2006 A season, 16 catcher/processors (c/ps) targeted pollock. The 2007 catch is

94% of the A season allocation. The 2007 catch is 90% of the pollock catch through the
same time period in 2006.

Inshore processors

In 2007, 76 catcher vessels targeted pollock (74 in 2006). The 2007 catch is 93% of the A
season allocation. The 2007 catch is 90% of the pollock catch through the same time
period in 2006. :

Motherships
All three motherships participated in the A season. The 2007 is 95% of the A season

allocation. The 2007 catch is 90% of the pollock catch through the same time period in
2006.

Flatfish

The rock sole fishery reached the first season halibut mortality limit for the rock
sole/flathead sole/”other flatfish™ target category on February 17, 2007. The second
season allocation becomes available April 1, 2007. The current target for this fleet is
yellowfin sole. NMFS expects the yellowfin sole fishery to remain open until the second
season allocation becomes available April 1, 2007.

Trawl halibut mortality

Catcher processor

Year Pcod Plck Rsol Gtrb Ysol Total
2007 131 166 565 - 219 1,080
2006 409 70 471 42 81 1,073
Catcher vessel

Year Pcod Pick Total
2007 388 141 529
2006 516 24 539

Atka mackerel



Four c/ps registered for the 2007 A season harvest limitation area (HLA) fisheries in 543
and 542 (6 in 2006). NMFS closed the area 541/Bering Sea subarea fishery February 3,
2007. The HLA fisheries started February 5. The last HLA fishery closed March 7. In the
2007 A season, 48% of the 542 HLA and 1% of the 543 were taken in the HLAs. Outside
the HLA, 6,500 mt remains in 542 and 4,176 mt remains in 543. Effort in the Aleutian
Islands changed to targeting Pacific cod until it closed. In 2006, the entire area for 542
closed February 18 and for 543 April 15.

Pacific cod

Hook-and-line C/Ps

In 2007, 36 hook-and-line c/ps participated in the Pacific cod fishery (39 in 2006). The A
season closed February 12 catching 39,776 mt out of the 38,419 mt TAC. In 2006 the
fishery closed February 18.

Hook-and-line catcher vessels

The fishery for hook-and-line catcher vessels > 60 ft LOA closed February 21, 2007
taking 149 mt of the 144 mt A season TAC. In 2006, hook-and-line catcher vessels
started fishing Pacific cod during the middle of January and the A season closed for
hook-and-line catcher vessels > 60 ft LOA February 24, 2006. .

Hook-and-line and pot catcher vessels < 60 feet length overall
NMFS expects this fishery to close during the week ending March 31, 2007.

- Pot ) .
The 2007 fishery for pot catcher vessels closed January 26 with 49 vessels taking about
7,958 mt. In 2006, the fishery closed February 3 with 37 vessels taking about 9,756 mt.

In 2007, 3 pot c/ps participated in the Pacific cod fishery (2 in 2006). This fishery closed
February 20, 2007 taking 1,691 mt of the 1,586 mt A season TAC. In 2006, effort started
during the week ending February 18 and the A season closed April 8.

Trawl
The A season for catcher vessels closed March 12, 2007. A total of 25,205 mt was taken

of the 25,977 mt A season TAC. The remaining 772 mt from the A season will be used
for incidental catch and what remains will rollover to the B season TAC of 3,711 mt. The
B season fishery opens April 1,2007. In 2006 the B season was open for 5 days and a
total of 4,245 mt was taken. Therefore, the B season likely will close around April 6.

The A season for c/ps closed March 17, 2007. A total of 18,010 mt was taken of the
18,555 mt A season TAC. The remaining 545 mt will be used for incidental catch and
what remains will rollover to the B season TAC of 11,133 mt. The B season fishery
opens April 1, 2007. In 2006, the B season was open until June 8, 2006 when it closed
due to reaching the halibut bycatch mortality limit. In the Pacific cod target 519 mt of
halibut mortality has been taken leaving 815 mt for the B and C seasons.

Gulf of Alaska



Western GOA Pacific cod
The A season Western GOA inshore Pacific cod fishery closed March 8, 2007. A total of

10,658 mt of the 10,876 mt A season allocation was caught by 80 vessels. The breakout
by gear is: 35% from pot gear, 25% from hook-and-line gear, and 40% from traw] gear.
The remaining A season allocation of 237 mt is set for incidental catch in other directed
fisheries. The offshore component closed February 14, 2007.

Central GOA Pacific cod

The A season Central GOA inshore Pacific cod fishery closed February 27, 2007. A total
of 13,864 mt of the 15,339 mt A season allocation was caught by 164 vessels. The
breakout by gear is: 38% from pot gear, 29% from hook-and-line gear, 32% from trawl
gear, and 1% from jig gear. The remaining A season allocation of 1,482 mt is set for
incidental catch in other directed fisheries. The offshore component closed February 14,

2007.

Pollock
The A season fishery in Area 610 opened for three periods of 48 hours each and 3,437 mt

was taken. This left 1,074 mt remaining in the A season allocation. Only 902 mt was
permitted to be rolled over to the B season. NMFS opened the B season fishery for one
period of 72 hours and two periods of 48 hours each. As of March 23, 4,500 mt has been

caught. A

The A season fishery in Area 620 opened January 20 and remained open until the B

season. Only 1,754 mt of the 7,357 mt A season allocation was caught. The A season
amount permitted to be rolled over into the B season was 1,785 mt. As of March 23,
5,800 mt has been caught. NMFS expect a closure during the week ending March 31,

2007.

The A season fishery in Area 630 opened the fishery for four periods of 48 hours each. A
final opening for the A season was for 24 hours March 1, 2007. In the A season, 3,320 mt
was harvested, leaving a 55 mt overage that came off the B season allocation of 1,753.
The B season opened for 24 hours and 2,520 mt was caught exceeding the B season
allocation by 822 mt.

Deep and Shallow Water Complex Trawl Fisheries

The trawl] deep and shallow water complex fisheries remain open in 2007. The second
season allocation of halibut mortality becomes available April 1. In addition to the
pollock and Pacific cod fisheries some shoreside effort is targeting arrowtooth flounder
and shallow-water flatfish and some sea catcher/processors are targeting arrowtooth
flounder, rex sole and flathead sole.






