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BOTTOM LINE

ÅMaximum permissible ABC way up

ÅAuthorõs ABC 2020 > ABC 2019 (+25%)

ÅAt least 12 reasons 

why not the max ABC

ÅRisk-matrix approach 

ÅEcosystem and Socioeconomic Profile (ESP)

12



OUTLINE

ÅBrief Summary of Key Assessment Model 

Results

ÅOFL Issue

ÅEcosystem and Socioeconomic Profile

ÅRisk-Matrix ABC Reduction

ÅFuture priorities



NEW DATA

ÅCatch: updated catch for 2018, new 2019-2021 ests

ÅRelative abundance: 2019 Longline survey, 2018 

longline fishery, 2019 GOA trawl survey

ÅAges: 2018 longline survey, 2018 fixed gear fishery

ÅLengths: 2019 longline survey, 2019 GOA trawl 

survey, 2018 fixed gear fishery, and 2018 trawl 

fishery



RECENT CATCHES



TRAWL CATCH AND RELEASE (ESP)12
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EBS OFL ISSUE

ÅEBS sablefish catch was very close to OFL in 2019

ÅWe were requested to give history and present 

options

ÅHistory is very sparse, informal discussions among authors

ÅWe will present the options with discussion, but will 

not recommend an option

ÅUnder status quo, OFL will be much higher in 2020



WHAT DOES THIS ACTION MEAN?

ÅABC by subareas affords some protections

ÅWhat does area-specific OFL do?

ÅPotentially close fisheries when reached in an area

ÅHowever, sablefish status determination is Alaska-wide (i.e., if BS 

OFL is exceeded, the assessment will not report that stock 

òexperiencing overfishing.ó

ÅLarger question: Should we have sub-area ABCs 

OR sub-area OFLs? Be more consistent?



TRAWL CATCH AND RELEASE (ESP)12
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POTS CATCH SMALLER FISH

~ 13% of GOA catch is pots, ~1,400 t in 2018/2019, up from 9% in 2017



INDICES IN THE MODEL



GOA LL SURVEY CATCHES



GOA LL SURVEY CATCHES



EBS LL SURVEY CATCHES



SABLEFISHLENGTHS BY AREA



A TALE OF TWO INDICES5



LONGLINE SURVEY AGES

69% are age 5 and under


