2YY¥Proposed IPOP
Mine.
Nome, Alaska



What is the IPOP Project?

As proposed, the gold mine would be
located in Bonanza Channel/Safet$$ound
estuary near Solomon, Alaska

approximately 25 miles east of Nome
Alaska.

If developed,

6 The IPOP Mine would be the largest
suction cutternead dredgemine Iin
Alaskan History.

4

6 Producing nearly 1 million Cubic Yards
of dredged material peryear.
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and Lifetime

The IPOP 2020 Narrative and Plan of

Operations for the Bonanza Channel
Placer Project did not meet the
requirements for an Essential Fish
Habitat Assessment

O«

The projectlifetime would be 5 or 10

years, conflicting statements.

The USACE

O«

Public Noticeprovides

details for 14 claims but request
authorization to dredge 32 claims.
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Timeline for the Proposed Mine

6 March2018- IPOP applies for first
exploration permit (APMA 2875).

April 2018- NMFS received a Draft EFH
Assessment that did not meet content
requirements.

O«

May 2018 USACE withdrew the permit
application because it wasncomplete.

O«

September 2018 NMFS sends Memo to
USACE about small scale core sampling /
exploration, I.e., General Permit Agency

Coordination (GPAG.

O«
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adversely affect EFH. Adverse effects would be
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMER  Essential Fish Habitat

O

/ \ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administrati e Conducting work in dynamic estuarine waters, as opposed to directly within wetlands or marine
habitat;
ulonal ane Fisheries Servic TR < .
¥ " T}: Fﬁ:gp_ﬁamg}qmen l;(l:nn;orm?ie k“'g qs“;)A;,WaTM[ﬁF(k;:ﬁ }:ﬁ, ifr:;ﬁab& WE?:\I: E::)ul: ) o Limiting dredged material to a 10-foot diameter and 5-foot depth area; and
meau.Alaska 99802-1668 proposed project site. This EFH does not overla pmdldlepro]eﬂascurrerﬂ) proposed however HCD e Adhering to stipulations set forth in Alaska Department of Fish and Game Fish Habitat Permit FH-
-
recommends that SAC'Ecmsde rs the importance of this fishery when anal effects of the antici 18-111-0167
24, 2
Ropembee2fy 21 fisirs larga scall project As stated previously, after considerin gd e EFH information provided during early coordination and within
illi the GPAC, HCD does not require a separate EFH Assessment for the project as currently proposed.
1. Phillip Borde: Additionally, EFH for all five species of Pacific salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.) are identified in the FMP for
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers the Salmen Fisheries in the EEZ off Alaska. Saffvon codl (Elegins gracilis EFFL is not designated in the H"!;‘le‘f “HCD‘” ould like to be nformed of any findings from the exploration program that have relevance
P.O. Box 6898 project area, but anecdotal accounts of saffron cod presence w were mentioned sev veral times during early L
JBER, Alaska, 99506-089

Re: POA-2018-0083, Bonanza Channel/Safety Sound information.

IPOP,
operal
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HCDdoes not require a separate EFH Assessment for the project as currently
I proposed8 . - &3 (#$ O AAOOOAT AO OEAO ) C
1 conduct exploration activities and environmental baseline data collection at
jt_hlf time ...Should the proposed action change significantly, HCD wishes to
4 inf

* Results from environmental baseline studies, including bathymetric, eelgrass, and water quality
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Adverse effects would be minimal and temporary because they would be

C
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be

ormed of any such changes in order to reassess our response”

® Minimizing the number of drill sites to accomplish the project;
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Continued Contacin 2019

0

0

O¢ O«

March 2019 IPOP submits an Individual
Permit Application with USACE.

April 2019- USACE sends letter to IPOP
saying their application for permit is
iIncomplete.

April 2019- IPOPAppeals.

May 2019 Corps responds the IPOP
appeal:

"Neither special conditions associated with
granted permits nor granted Nationwide
Permits in themselves, are considered
appealable actions, pursuant to 33 CFR
Section 331.4."
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State Exploratory Permits 2019

6 August 2019 Alaska Department of
Natural Resource issue permit for
exploratory core sampling.

6 September 2019 NMFS sends memo to
USACE:

O.-&3 | AET OAET O EOO 3APOAI A
determination; an EFH Assessment IS not
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2019 -2020 Progress To Core Drilling

November2019- IPOP submits a letter
Titled: Completionand Amendment of
March 20, 2019 Individual Permit
Application

O«

February 2020- The USACE sends a
letter to IPOP reminding them about the
EFH and ESA process if the projeshifts
from Exploration to Mining.

O«
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may adversely affect EFH in the project area... adverse effects would be

minimal and temporary because of the small scale of the activities and they
would be limited to Safety Sound... NMFS maintains its September 24, 201§

determination; an EFH Assessment is not necessary at this tirtie
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