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Negligible Impact 
Determination (NID)

MMPA 101(a)(5)(E) permit for incidental take of 
ESA-listed marine mammals

May 2021 – May 2024 permits
• AK Gulf of Alaska sablefish longline
• AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands pollock trawl
• AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands flatfish trawl

In clearance – expected to publish on Thursday
• AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Island Pacific cod pot



Increasing risks of algal toxin exposure in a warming 
Arctic will impact fisheries & marine mammal health!

Algal toxins are present in Arctic food webs
Lefebvre et al, 2016 

Harmful Algae 55:13-24 

Sea Ice Loss   +
Warming Ocean =    

INCREASED algal 
growth & toxins in 
Arctic food webs 

Clams with
high toxin levels 

(> Regulatory limits)
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Outreach: “Do not feed sea lions”
30-sec video PSA (website; 
harbor master offices; NOAA Office of 
Law Enforcement; hotels)

Airport electronic 
baggage kiosks 

(Juneau, Anchorage)
Waterproof 

stickers 

Harbor/Cannery signsBrochures

Radio PSA’s



Outreach: “Do not shoot seals & sea lions”
PSA Video: Do not shoot

(Website; Harbor master offices; NOAA Office of Law 
Enforcement)

Harbor signs

Electronic & print ad: National 
Fisherman magazine

Radio PSA’s



Entanglements: Outreach: “Lose the loop”
30-sec PSA Video: Lose the loop!
(Website; Harbor master offices; 
NOAA Office of Law Enforcement

Pinniped Entanglement Group 
(PEG) (148 members; 18 countries)

Brochures

Harbor signs

Radio PSA’s





Deterrents
2020: Guidelines for Safely Deterring Marine Mammals –
Proposed Rule (Final Rule expected by summer 2022)

2022: Virtual Regional & National “EFFECTIVE” deterrents 
workshop – coming this spring!
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