
Council motion 
February 4, 2012 
D-l(a) GOA Chinook bycatch in non-pollock trawl fisheries 

The Council moves the following problem statement and alternatives for preliminary review. Note: 
additions are underlined while strike-outs represent deletions from the previous suite of alternatives. The 
problem statement was revised significantly, and is not in red line/strikeout form. 

Problem statement: 

Magnuson-Stevens Act National Standards require balancing achieving optimum yield with 
minimizing bycatch, while minimizing adverse impacts on fishing dependent communities. 
Chinook salmon prohibited species catch {PSC} taken incidentally in GOA trawl fisheries is a 
concern, and incidental take is limited in the Biological Opinion for £SA-listed Chinook salmon 
stocks. The Council recently adopted a PSC limit of 25,000 Chinook salmon for the Western and 
Central GOA po/lock trawl fisheries, while also indicating an intent to evaluate Chinook salmon 
bycatch in the non-po/lock GOA trawl fisheries, which currently do not have a Chinook salmon 
bycatch control measure. 

The following alternatives apply to non-pollack trawl fisheries in the Central and Western GOA. 

Alternative 1: Status quo. 

Alternative 2: 5,000, 7,500, or 10,000 Chinook salmon PSC limit (hard cap). 

Option 1: Apportion limit between Central and Western GOA. 

Option 2: Apportion limit by eliFeeteel fisher,« operational type (CV vs. CP). 

Applies to both options: Apportion_proportional to historic average bycatch of Chinook 
salmon (5- or 10-year average). 

AlteFAative ~: MaRelatory salmoA 1:.,,eatch control coopeFati,,c FAembeFship. 

IA oreler to fish iA the CeAtral or \&.'e~ern GOA tFm.vl fisheries a •,esscl Rn.1st be a FAeFFtber 
of a salmoA b·1cateh eoAtrol ceoperati>,'e fer the area ·Hhere they arc participatiAg. 
Cooperative ferFFtation will be annYal with a FAiAiFAl:lm threshold (AYmbcr of licenses). 

Cooperative contractl:lal agreements wot:1lel iAcll:IElc meast:1res to coAtrol Chinook salmon 
a·,tcatch, proFFtote gear inAovation, salFAon hotspot reporting, amJ monitoriAg ineli>,,«iel1::1al 
vessel b>ycatch peFfermanee. AARYal ceopcFati,,e Feports to the Ceyncil woYlel iAcl1::1ele 
the contraet1.:1al agr=eements and successes ans f.ailurcs for salmon hycatct:1 ceAtrols b~t 
seasen ami calendar ·rear. 

The belei.•.· alternati¥es a13131ies ta all tFav,I fisheries in the CentFal and Western GOA. 

Alternative ,24: Full retention of salmon. 

Vessels will retain all salmon bycatch until the number of salmon has been determined 
by the vessel or plant observer and the observer's collection of any scientific data or 
biological samples from the salmon has been completed. 

O13tioR: Deplo·r eleetronie FAoniteFing or ebservers to FAOAitor for disearEls in 
oFdcr to valielate salmon censl:ls data foF yse in catch aceo1:mting. 


