Status of FMP Amendments
April 2,2010
FMP Amendment Status: Actions Date of Start Regional Transmittal Proposed FMP Proposed Rule Final Rule or Notice of
Since February 2010 Council Review Date of Amendment Notice of Published in Federal Approval Published in
Action Action to Availability Published Register Federal Register
NMFS HQ
for Review
Amendment 30 (KTC) — April 2008 PR: 1/28/09
Arbitration System Changes
Amendment 31 (KTC) — April 2008
C-Share Active Participation
Amendment 34 (KTC) - Oct 2008 PR:3/29/10
Adjustments to GOA sideboards for
BSAI crab vessels
Amendment 86 (GOA) — fixed gear April 2009 PR:12/4/09
endorsement for Pacific cod
Amendment 91 (BSAI) April 2009 PR: 12/17/09 PR: 2/8/10 February 18, 2020 March 23, 2010
Chinook Salmon bycatch 75 FR 7228 75 FR 14016
management or the BS pollock End of comment End of comment period
fishery period April 19, 2010 May 7, 2010
Amendment 94 (BSAI)-require QOctober
modified nonpelagic trawl gear for 2009 —
directed flatfish fishing in the Bering PR: 4/5/10
Sea subarea.
Amendment 95 (BSAI) — separate October
skates from “other species” complex 2009
Note: will be combined with
Groundfish ACL amendment
rulemaking
Amendments to all FMPS to October
authorize permit fees 2009
Amendment 83 (GOA) Pacific cod December
sector splits 2009
Amendment 93 (BSAI)-Modify Amd | February
80 sector coop formation criteria 2010




Status of Regulatory Amendments
April 2, 2010

Regulatory Amendment Status:
Actions Since February 2010

Date of Council
Action

Start Regional
Review of Rule

Transmittal Date of
Rule to NMFS
Headquarters

Proposed Rule in Federal
Register

Final Rule Published
in Federal Register

Groundfish/Crab Regulatory Amendments

CDQ regulation of harvest

MSA requirement
Council - June 2007

PR: 12/17/08

Observer Program regulation revisions | April 2008 PR: 2/25/09 PR: 9/8/ 2009 September 30, 2009
74 FR 50155
Comment period ended
October 30, 2009
BSAI fixed gear parallel fishery June 2009
management measures
BSAI groundfish harvest October 2009 PR:10/29/09 PR:11/13/09 December 2, 2009 March 12, 2010
specifications for 2010 and 2011 FR: 1/4/10 FR: 2/5/10 74 FR 63100 75 FR 11778
Comment period ends
January 4, 2010
GOA groundfish harvest specifications | October 2009 PR:10/20/09 PR:11/13/09 November 30, 2009 March 12, 2010
for 2010 and 2011 FR: 1/6/10 FR: 2/5/10 74 FR 62533 75 FR 11749
Comment period ends
December 30, 2009
Data collection program to assess December 2009
effectiveness of Bering Sea Chinook
salmon IPA to minimize bycatch
Emergency rule to suspend regional December 2009 ER: 1/8/10 ER: 2/2/10 N/A February 18, 2010

delivery requirements for Western
Aleutians Golden king crab

75 FR 7205

[§8)



Status of Regulatory Amendments

April 2, 2010
Regulatory Amendment Status: Date of Council Start Regional Transmittal Date of Proposed Rule in Federal Final Rule Published
Actions Since February 2010 Action Review of Rule Rule to NMFS Register in Federal Register
Headquarters
Groundfish/Crab Regulatory Amendments
Remove weighing req. for crab NMFS PR: 3/16/10
landings & rept. for processed product
eLandings changes to improve and NMFS
update methods and procedures
Permits requirements-improve NMFS
efficiency, flexibility and clarify
regulatory text
Halibut Regulations
Remove halibut/sablefish quota from June 2006 PR: 8/12/09
initial recipients who never have
fished or transferred quota
Clarify charter logbook submission NMFS PR:1/12/10 PR: 4/2/10
requirements
Establish new minimum vessel December 2007
ownership criteria for using hired
skipper of 12 months and 20% interest
Halibut catch share plan October 2008
Annual [PHC regulations for 2010 IPHC/NMFS 75 FR 13024
March 18, 2010
Notice of 2010 GHL for charter NMFS 75 FR 17131
fishery in 2C and 3A April 5, 2010




Regulatory Actions Completed in 2010
April 2, 2010

« Allow online transfers for CDQ , crab IPQ, and cooperatives: October 7, 2009 (74 FR 51515) , effective November 6, 2009
« Subsistence Halibut — Include Certain Rural Residents: November 4, 2009 (74 FR 57105), effective December 4, 2009
« Withdraw proposed rule to revise MRA accounting period for non-AFA C/Ps for selected groundfish species in the BSAI December 10, 2009 (74 FR 65503)

+Limited entry system for owners of halibut charter businesses January 5, 2010 (75 FR 554), effective February 4, 2010
*» Notice of 2009 standard prices and fee percentage for the IFQ cost recovery program in the halibut and sablefish fisheries December 11, 2009 (74 FR 65741)




National Marine Fisheries Service April 2,2010
Alaska Region, Inseason Management Highlights

2010 catch is through March 27 and 2009 through March 28 unless otherwise stated

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands

Bering Sea Pollock

In 2010, the A season started slowly with half of the vessels fishing yellowfin sole until
the 4™ week for C/Ps and the 5™ week for catcher vessels. The catcher/processor (C/Ps)
and inshore pollock fisheries will continue into April 2010 compared to recent years
when the A season is mostly finished by April. Effort in 2010 is similar to 2009 for C/Ps
with 13 (12 in 2009) and inshore catcher vessels with 73 (74 in 2009), but lower for
motherships with 13 (17 in 2009) catcher vessels delivering to two (three in 2009)
motherships.

Through C/P Mothership Inshore CDQ  Total

3/27/10 98,850 28,027 111,634 31,526 270,037

3/28/09 112,308 28,162 135,665 32,479 308,614

Salmon in pollock fishery
In 2010, the A season pollock fishery has caught 6,708 non-CDQ and 335 CDQ Chinook

salmon compared to the 2009 A season catch of 9,282 non-CDQ and 414 CDQ Chinook
salmon. In 2010 the Chinook Salmon Savings Area (CSSA) remains open. In 2009 the
CSSA remained open all year.

Trawl halibut mortality
Halibut mortality for trawl gear is allocated to BSAI trawl limited access, Amendment 80

limited access, and Amendment 80 cooperatives. Through March 27, 2010 the total trawl
halibut mortality is 84% of the 2009 total. Compared to 2009 there is a decrease for
pollock and yellowfin sole targets and an increase in Pacific cod and rock sole targets. In
2010, the trawl halibut mortality is split by catcher vessels, 308 mt, and C/Ps, 639 mt.

The halibut mortality through March 27, 2010, compared to March 28, 2009 is:

All trawl gear by target (Other includes Flathead sole, Atka mackerel, and Rockfish)
2010 Total —~ 948 mt

Pacific cod 259 mt, Pollock 138 mt, Rock sole 424 mt, Yellowfin 104 mt, Other 23 mt

2009 Total — 1,122 mt
Pacific cod 202 mt, Pollock 319 mt, Rock sole 346 mt, Yellowfin 223 mt, Other 32 mt

Atka mackerel

As in 2009, seven C/Ps and one catcher vessel registered for the 2010 A season HLA
fisheries in 542 and 543: three C/Ps in the Amendment 80 cooperative, four C/Ps in the
Amendment 80 limited access sector, and one catcher vessel in the BSAI trawl limited
access sector.



Pacific cod

Hook-and-line catcher/processors

In 2010, 36 hook-and-line C/Ps caught 37,538 mt of the 37,230 mt A season allocation,
and the fishery closed February 9. In 2009, 37 hook-and-line C/Ps caught 39,527 mt of
the 38,951 mt A season allocation, and the fishery closed February 6.

Hook-and-line catcher vessels >= 60 feet length overall (LOA)

The fishery for hook-and-line catcher vessels >= 60 feet LOA remains open with no
participation. In 2009, the fishery remained open with no participation until November 2
when NMFS closed the fishery and reallocated 312 mt to hook-and-line C/Ps.

Hook-and-line and pot catcher vessels < 60 feet LOA

In March 2010, NMFS reallocated 1,200 mt from jig gear to the < 60 ft category. In
2010, five hook-and-line caught 7% and 13 pot vessels caught 93% of the 4,209 mt total
catch, and the directed fishery closed March 235, 2010. In 2009, 10 hook-and-line caught
14% and 16 pot vessels caught 86% of the 4,153 mt total catch, and the fishery closed
March 16, 2009. NMFS plans to reallocate another 400 mt from jig gear and reopen the
directed fishery April 30, 2010.

Jig
In 2010, no effort has occurred in this fishery. In 2009, three vessels targeted Pacific cod
during the summer and reported 22 mt.

Pot >= 60 ft LOA

The 2010 fishery closed January 28 with 24 vessels catching 7,168 mt of the 6,422 mt A
season TAC. The 2009 fishery closed February 1 with 20 vessels catching 5,673 mt of
the 6,718 mt A season TAC. In 2009 the fishery reopened March 1 through June 10 with
a few vessels participating.

Pot catcher/processors

The 2010 fishery closed January 23 with three pot C/Ps catching 1,243 mt of the 1,147 mt
A season TAC. The 2009 fishery closed January 28 with three pot C/Ps catching 1,288
mt of the 1,200 mt A season TAC.

Trawl

The 2010 A season for catcher vessels closed March 12 catching 26,874 mt of the 24,649
mt A season TAC. The B season will not open since the overage from the A season does
not leave enough to support a directed fishery. The 2009 A season for catcher vessels
closed March 21 catching 24,384 mt of the 25,782 mt A season TAC. In 2009, the B
season opened April 1 to 5 and a total of 3,363 mt was taken.

The Amendment 80 cooperative is controlling their catch. The 2010 Amendment 80
limited access directed fishery is closed for the year. The 2010 AFA C/P sector’s A
season directed fishery closed on February 18. The A season TAC of 2,600 mt was
exceeded by 336 mt, so the B season will remain closed because the 531 mt of remaining
Pacific cod is needed for incidental catch in the pollock and yellowfin sole fisheries.



Flatfish

For the first time AFA C/P’s (seven) targeted yellowfin sole for the first three weeks of
2010 before targeting pollock. For all sectors, the 2010 yellowfin sole total catch of
29,987 mt is higher than the 2009 total catch of 26,261 mt. For rock sole the 2010 total
catch of 30,114 mt is lower than the 2009 total catch of 32,868 mt.

Gulf of Alaska

Western GOA Pacific cod

The 2010 A season allocations are 11,212 mt for the inshore component and 1,246 mt for
the offshore component. The 2010 inshore component closed February 19 catching
11,873 mt compared to the 2009 fishery closure February 25 catching 9,209 mt. The
2010 inshore catch by gear is pot 59%, hook-and-line gear 23%, and trawl gear 18%
compared to the 2009 catch by gear of pot 43%, hook-and-line 38%, and trawl 19%. The
A season offshore component Pacific cod was mostly caught by hook-and-line C/Ps and
closed March 3 in 2010 compared to June 10 in 2009.

Central GOA Pacific cod

The 2010 A season allocations are 19,862 mt for the inshore and 2,207 mt for the
offshore components. The 2010 inshore component had the highest weekly catch rate of
the last 8 years of 7,000 mt. This is 1,500 mt higher than the previous high weekly rate
from January 24, 2004. The 2010 fishery closed January 31 catching 19,581 mt compared
to the 2009 fishery closure January 27 catching 11,228 mt. The 2010 inshore catch by
gear is pot 38%, hook-and-line 24%, and trawl 38% compared to the 2009 catch by gear
of pot 37%, hook-and-line gear 31%, and trawl gear 32%. The A season offshore
component Pacific cod is mostly caught by hook-and-line C/Ps and closed February 24 in
2010 compared to February 19 in 2009.

Pollock

Area 610 closed February 27 for the A season. For the B season, 3,935 mt remains and
the catch rates are low. The 610 catch dropped to 213 mt for the week ending March 27,
from 1,000 mt for the previous two weeks. In area 620 directed fishing started during the
week of February 13 and the A season closed February 25. The B season opened March
10 and closed March 16. Area 630 closed February 5 and reopened February 28 through
March 2 for the A season. NMFS initially closed the B season because the effort
exceeded the pollock available for the B season. NMFS reopened area 630 for the B
season from March 22 to 25 after the fleet agreed to limit their catch to the remaining
amount. In area 640, 17 vessels reported 1,200 mt for week ending March 20. NMFS
reopened the fishery March 26 for the remaining 800 mt after the fleet agreed to limit
their catch to the remaining amount. Area 640 remains open.

Deep and Shallow Water Complex Trawl Fisheries

Both the deep and shallow water complexes remain open. The winter pollock and Pacific
cod fisheries are finished, and the fleet will switch to flatfish. The 2nd season allowance
of becomes available April 1. For deep-water, 67 mt has accrued out of the current 400
mt limit. For shallow water, 158 mt has accrued out of the current 550 mt limit.






