






































































https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-VI/part-679/subpart-E/section-679.55
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/observerfees.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/07/10/2020-13775/fisheries-of-the-exclusive-economic-zone-off-alaska-adjust-the-north-pacific-observer-program-fee
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/07/10/2020-13775/fisheries-of-the-exclusive-economic-zone-off-alaska-adjust-the-north-pacific-observer-program-fee
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/12/27/2023-28567/fisheries-of-the-exclusive-economic-zone-off-alaska-north-pacific-observer-program-standard
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/fisheries-observers/observed-and-monitored-catch-tables
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gear tends to be 1:1, where one hour of catch handling could be reviewed in just under one hour,
assuming review was not slowed down by any of the following:

e Large amounts of bycatch (May be fishery or gear dependent);
e Expanded use of longline, slinky, or string pots across fleetwide;

e Participants new to the EM program that are inexperienced with EM program
requirements; and

e (atch handling that is not consistent with the VMP, which impacts data quality.

443. Trawl EM EFP

An Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) was issued in January 2020 to evaluate the efficacy of
electronic monitoring systems and shoreside observers for pollock catcher vessels (CVs) using
pelagic trawl gear in the Bering Sea (BS) and Gulf of Alaska (GOA). The objectives of the trawl
EM EFP are: (1) improve salmon accounting; (2) reduce monitoring costs; and (3) improve the
quality of monitoring data. The EM systems onboard trawl vessels ensure compliance
monitoring objectives are met while providing a chain of custody for prohibited species catch
(PSC). Catch accounting for the vessel’s catch and bycatch is achieved via eLandings reports and
observers at the shoreside processors. There were 41 participating catcher vessels in 2020, 71
vessels in 2021, 80 vessels in 2022, 85 vessels in 2023, and 104 in 2024. Of the 104 unique total
vessels in 2024, 50 unique vessels participated in the BS, 35 unique vessels participated in the
GOA, and 19 unique vessels participated in both the BS and GOA. For 2025, all BSAI vessels
and all but two GOA vessels opted into the trawl EM category.

See Section 3.1 for specifics on monitoring and shoreside observer coverage for participating
vessels in the EFP. At the October 2022 meeting, the NPFMC took final action to implement the
trawl EM program. In January 2023, the EFP was extended through 2024, and the proposed rule
for the trawl EM category (89 FR 7660) published on February 5, 2024. The final rule for the
trawl EM category was published on July 29, 2024 (89 FR 60796),

PSMFC and Saltwater Inc. have conducted the video review during the EFP. Table 4-7 provides
a summary of video review data for the trawl EM EFP program for 2024. Alterations in program
protocols changed review priorities for 2024 to emphasize data sets from 2025 for priority
review over data sets from 2024. This reprioritization is necessary to provide timely feedback to
allow vessels the opportunity to improve their performance in the program for 2025. As of
March 19, 2025, PSMFC has completed 55.4 percent of trawl datasets from 2024. PSMFC has
prioritized review of all trips for vessels new to the trawl EM program for 2024 and the first
2024 trips for returning trawl EM vessels.

4.44. Improving EM data review timeliness and data quality

An additional full-time reviewer was added to the review team in 2024, bringing the
total to three full-time review staff for the AK fixed-gear EM program and two full-time review
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2023-06/2023-Observer-Sampling-Manual-508-5-3-23.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2023-06/2023-Observer-Sampling-Manual-508-5-3-23.pdf
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