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Meeting overview
• Dates: September 17-18
• Place: AFSC Seattle lab
• Leaders: Grant Thompson, Steve Barbeaux (co-chairs); Steve MacLean 

(coordinator)
• Participation: 14 Team members present, plus numerous AFSC and 

AKRO staff and members of the public
• Documents and presentation files available on the Team agenda site

• Link provided on Council agenda (under item C5)
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Agenda (action items in red)
• Administrative
• EBS Pacific cod
• Model averaging
• EBS pollock
• BS/RE rockfish
• AI Pacific cod
• Atka mackerel
• Northern rockfish
• Skates BMSY proxy
• Harvest specifications

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 3
This information is distributed solely for the purpose of pre-dissemination peer review under applicable information quality guidelines.

It has not been formally disseminated by the National Marine Fisheries Service and should not be construed to represent any agency determination or policy.



Agenda (red brief update here)
• Administrative
• EBS Pacific cod
• Model averaging
• EBS pollock
• BS/RE rockfish
• AI Pacific cod
• Atka mackerel
• Northern rockfish
• Skates BMSY proxy
• Harvest specifications
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EBS Pacific cod
• Concern that the truncated survey area for the NBS survey in 2018 

could cause an overinflation of the 2018 survey estimates
• Benefit of VAST, as it will tend to smooth between the 2017 and 

2019 estimates 
• Compare design-based NBS estimates to the model-based 

estimates of abundance for only the NBS area
• VAST estimates without the cold-pool variable
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EBS cod
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3 hypotheses for addressing survey areas and their 
contribution to the cod stock

1. EBS population only (do not use NBS information)
2. Combined population of  EBS and NBS
3. Separate treatment of EBS and NBS but both included 

in the overall population



EBS Pacific cod discussion
• Can Hypothesis 1 (EBS only) be removed, given that:

1. another year of NBS and EBS survey data are now available,
2. young fish are present in the NBS,
3. genetics are similar between the areas, and
4. the longline fishery has been operating in the NBS 

• Given concerns regarding uncertainty in the connection with Russian 
waters and the possibility that young fish could have moved into the 
survey area as a result of warm water nearshore in the NBS, 
Hypothesis 1 is still useful

• Funding is in place for a 2020 NBS survey
• Hypothesis 1 could be downweighted if there is less support for it 

than for the others
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EBS Pacific cod
• Main results: management quantities
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EBS/NBS hypothesis: Combine
Model structure: Base Simple Complex Simple Complex Simple Complex
Model M16.6i M19.1 M19.2 M19.3 M19.4 M19.5 M19.6
ADSB 0.090 0.323 0.255 0.106 0.573 0.100 0.351
Mohn's ρ 0.207 0.093 0.679 0.337 0.741 0.558 0.736
B(2019) 290205 96355 190394 303532 322998 221920 201524
B(2020) 246467 118012 169236 244208 266750 194879 176107
maxABC(2019) 181431 12191 108116 200978 218243 135217 120504
maxABC(2020) 137364 17707 81106 142515 169733 98986 87074
B(2019)/B100% 0.44 0.11 0.32 0.47 0.50 0.35 0.34
B(2020)/B100% 0.38 0.13 0.28 0.38 0.42 0.31 0.29
maxFABC(2019) 0.31 0.05 0.30 0.34 0.37 0.30 0.32
maxFABC(2020) 0.29 0.07 0.27 0.31 0.37 0.26 0.28

EBS only Combine Separate



EBS Pacific cod recommendations
• Simple and complex versions of models associated with the three 

developed hypotheses should move forward
• 6 models be brought forward in November and the author choose an 

ensemble if time allows along with appropriate weighting 
• If time does not allow, bring back six 19.X models and an equal weighting 

average may be attempted by the Team during the Plan Team meeting 
with the set or a subset of the available models

• Provide measures of uncertainty for all models so that it would be 
possible to select ensemble elements and integrate them into a single 
assessment model 
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AI cod
• Preliminary age-

structured model 
presented.
• Builds on model 

development from 
2012-2016

• November 
assessment will 
include New model as 
well as Tier 5 
calculations
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Blackspotted rougheye (BS/RE) rockfish

• Team discussion of MSSC and sub-area ABCs
• Currently continue to identify an MSSC (WAI and CAI) in annual SAFE 

and RO publishes catch accruing towards this
• MSSC exceeded in all but 1 year since 2014 (again in 2019)
• Team recommended BS RE stock structure research specifically AFSC 

genomics Activity Plan be highlighted in Research Priorities 
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Atka mackerel
Survey biomass time series, by area         and fishery CPUE by area
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Atka mackerel weighting options presented 

• The Team recommends that the authors investigate
• Application of median smoother

• Potential for hyperstability within the Atka mackerel fishery to 
impact this method, 

• Available trip length data
• Potential to develop an objective weighting for the new approach
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Harvest specifications (1 of 2)
• The Team recommends adoption of the 2020 BSAI final OFLs and 

ABCs published in the harvest specifications (84 FR 9000, March 13, 
2019) for the proposed 2020/2021 BSAI OFLs and ABCs for the 
purpose of notifying the public of potential final harvest specifications

• The Team noted that the Joint Teams recommended that the authors 
bring forward two alternatives for OFL in November: (1) combine the 
BS and AI and (2) combine OFL Alaska-wide
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Harvest specifications (2 of 2)
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