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DRAFT AGENDA

Thirty-Sixth Plenary Session
NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
December 8 - 12, 1980
Anchorage Westward Hilton Hotel
Anchorage, Alaska

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council will convene on Tuesday,
December 9, at 9 a.m. in the Anchorage Westward Hilton Hotel and adjourn at
approximately 5 p.m. on Friday, December 12, 1980. On Tuesday, December 9th,
the Council will meet with the Alaska Board of Fisheries to hear staff reports
on various fishery resources and to hear public comments on proposed
amendments to the Tanner Crab Fishery Management Plan for 1981, the Bering
Sea/Aleutian Islands Groundfish Fishery Management Plan for 1981, and the High
Seas Salmon Fishery Management Plan for 1981. They will also take comments on
the proposed King Crab Fishery Management Plan being developed by the Council.
The Council will meet on December 10th by itself and jointly with the Board of
Fisheries on December 1lth to discuss resources of mutual interest. The

Council will again meet by itself on December 12.

The Council's Advisory Panel will convene at 9 a.m. on Monday, December 8, in
the Kenai/Aleutian Room of the Anchorage Westward Hilton Hotel and adjourn at
approximately 5 p.m. that day. The Scientific and Statistical Committee will
convene at 9 a.m. on Monday, December 8, in the Council Conference Room in the
Post Office Mall Building in Anchorage, Alaska. Additional meetings of the
Advisory Panel and the Scientific and Statistical Committee may be scheduled
for later in the week. If so, they will be announced at open meetings of

those bodies.

All meetings are open to the public.



INFORMATION ON THE OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.

Preregistration will be required for all public comments which pertain to a
specific agenda topic. Preregistration is accomplished by informing the
Agenda Clerk early in the meeting of the agenda item to be addressed and the
time required. Public comments may be scheduled for C. OLD BUSINESS, D. NEW
BUSINESS, and E. FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS. There will be a general comment
period, agenda item G, scheduled for late afternoon on Friday for testimony on

matters not on the current agenda.

. A, CALL TO ORDER, APPROVAL OF AGENDA, AND MINUTES OF PREVIOQUS MEETING

B. SPECIAL REPORTS

B-1 Executive Director's Report

B-2 Report on Domestic Fisheries by Alaska Department of Fish and Game
B-3 Report on Foreign Fisheries by National.Marine Fisheries Service
B-4 Report on Enforcement and Surveillance by U.S. Coast Guard

B-5 Reports from AP and SSC on non-agenda items

C. OLD BUSINESS

C-1 Advisory Panel and Scientific and Statistical Commiteee appointments

The Council will make new appointments to the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council Advisory Panel to be effective at the January

Council meeting.

The SSC is scheduled to recommend a scientist to fill the vacancy
created by the resignation of George Rogers and to ask for confirma-

tion of new officers.

C-2 Council Meeting Schedule for 1981
A recommendation to move the January, 1981 meeting from
January 23-23 to January 5-9 in order to meet jointly with the

Alaska Board of Fisheries in Juneau.
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Cc-3

Policy on Public Participation at Plan Development Team Meetings

D. NEW BUSINESS

D-1 Foreign Permit Applications and 1981 Allocations

Several hundred permit applications for foreign vessels to fish in
the FbZ off Alaska in 1981 have been received. The Council will
make recommendations on the applications from ships from the
People's Democratic Republic of Poland, joint venture applications
from two Japanese factory trawlers, an application from the Federal
Republic of Germany, and applications from several Republic of
Korea, Japanese, and Polish ships with a record of serious

violations since enactment of the FCMA in March, 1977.

Council recommendations on allocations to Taiwan, as requested by
St. George Tanaq, a request for an increased allocation to the
Federal Republic of Germany, and other allocation matters.

NMFS Proposed Foreign Fishing Fees for 1981

Council comment is requested on the new fee schedule. The comment

deadline is December 15.

E. FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS

E-1

Salmon FMP

No formal Council action required. Review Natural Resources
Consultants' draft final fishery management plan; a report on public
comments to date; report on the winter troll salmon fishery in
Southeast Alaska.

Herring FMP

Final Council review of the Herring FMP; review and make a decision

on desired winter closures for herring; final approval.of the draft
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F.

FMP prior to forwarding to the Secretary of Commerce as the
Council's recommendations for the management of the herring fishery

in the eastern Bering Sea.

E-3 King Crab FMP
No formal action required. Discuss Draft Fishery Management Plan
with Board of Fisheries and review scheduling for the fishery
management plan.

E-4 Tanner Crab FMP
Final action on 1981 amendments to the Tanner Crab Plan, which
involve elimination of the foreign fishery on Tanner crab and
adjustments to guideline harvest levels in some districts.

E-5 Gulf of Alaska Groundfish FMP
Consider proposal to close the Eastern Regulatory Area to all
foreign trawling and approve to go to public review; 1982 amendment
proposals must be in the Council's hands by January 1, 1981.

E-6 Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands Groundfish FMP .
Discuss proposed 1981 amendments with the Alaska Board of Fisheries
prior to formal Council action in February, 1981.
Consider new estimates of U.S. cod catches for the Bering Sea and
the Gulf of Alaska in 1981; recommend withholding some amount of
allocation of the foreigners to the State Department until both
FMP's can be amended.

CONTRACTS

F-1 S8SC and Council final approval for the foilowing contracts:



78-5: "Assessment of Spawning Herring and Capelin Stocks at

Selected Coastal Areas in the Eastern Bering Sea"
79-3: "Troll Salmon Tag Recovery Program"

80-6: "A Study to Determine the Applicability of Limited Entry
in the Halibut Fishery Off Alaska"

F-2 Review and approval of the Request for Proposals for "A Study of
Data on Feeding Habits and Food Requirements of Marine Mammals in

the Bering Sea".

F-3 Preliminary review of draft final contract reports on Contract
No. 81-3, "A Comparison of Halibut. and Crab Catches in Side-Entry
and Top-Entry Crab Pots and Side-Entry Crab Pots With and Without
Tanner Boards"; Contract No. 80-5, "A Study of the Offshore Chinook
and Coho Salmon Fishery Off Alaska'.

F-4 Financial Status Report
Information only.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

CHAIRMAN'S CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT
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SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE
Expanded Agenda
December 8-10, 1980

The SSC will meet initially at 9 a.m. on December 8, 1980 in the Council
Conference Room to approve the agenda and make workgroup assignments. The
workgroups then should meet starting about 9:30 - 9:45 a.m. At the least, the
Herring, Tanner Crab, and GoA/BSA Groundfish workgroups should meet. The
Salmon workgroup will meet on December 10th in the morning. The SSC can
reconvene in the afternoon on Monday to examine workgroup recommendations.
The meeting may spill over to Tuesday.

1. Scientific and Statistical Committee Appointments (C-1)

SSC should nominate someone to fill the wvacancy left by George Rogers.
IPHC has proposed that they be represented on the SSC also. New officers
need to be elected.

2. Policy on Closed Plan Development Team Meetings (C-3)

Some advocacy groups are objecting to PDT's meeting in closed session.
Jim Branson will be suggesting policy on this subject. In the SSC paper,
"North Pacific Fishery Management Council Operations - A Critique with
Suggestions for Improvement,'" Section C of Amnex I states that Team
meetings and working sessions may be closed to the public. The SSC may
wish to review this policy in light of the latest developments.

3. SSC Operations

Al Millikan has drafted a report and sent it directly to the SSC for
review. Discussion of SSC operations was deferred from the September
meeting.

4. Salmon FMP (E-1)

The SSC Salmon workgroup (Burgner, Rosenberg, Millikan, Pennoyer) is
scheduled to meet in the morning on December 10th to examine the proposed
1981 amendment package for the Troll Plan and possibly discuss the
Natural Resources Consultants report. Upon receipt, the NRC report will
be sent to the whole SSC.

5. Herring FMP (E-2)

The Herring FMP was mailed to the SSC, AP, and Council by November 1l4th.
The Council may approve the FMP in December to go to Secretarial review.



Al Millikan has called for a workgroup meeting (Millikan, Pennoyer,
Burgner) on the morning of December 8. To be discussed are an SSC
position on the FMP, ADF&G-NMFS biomass estimates (ADF&G age-length data
were sent to the workgroup on November 14 by Alan Kingsbury), current
economic circumstances of the fishery and the need for an economist on
the PDT, clarification of FMP allocation procedures and time/area
closures, and herring research objectives. PDT members have been
encouraged to attend the workgroup meeting.

The SSC will then review the workgroup recommendations for presentation
to the Council before the Council approves the FMP for Secretarial
review. The Board of Fisheries will consider Bering Sea herring on
December 5-6. :

King Crab FMP (E-3)

Though no formal action is required, the Council will be discussing the
DFMP with the Board of Fisheries. The Council will discuss latest
developments on the DEIS and the need for a preferred option. The
Council may request advice from the SSC on a preferred option.

Tanner Crab FMP (E-4)

The Council will be discussing the 1981 amendments with the Board of
Fisheries and approve them to go to Secretarial review. Summaries of
public comments should be available from Dutch Harbor, Kodiak, and
Seattle. The SSC workgroup (Pennoyer, Lechner, Burgner, Rosenberg) may
want to meet on December 8 to hear arguments from Jerry Reeves, Marty
Eaton, and Ray Baglin regarding the amendments. The schedule for
redrafting the FMP probably will not be available until February, 1981.
The Board of Fisheries will comnsider Tanner crab on December 9.

Gulf of Alaska Groundfish FMP (E-5)

A 1981 amendment to close the Eastern Regulatory Area to foreign trawling
was examined by the PDT on November 12-13. A report from that meeting
will be distributed to the SSC prior to December 8th, and will be
summarized by the PDT chairman on December 8. Two other papers (POP
Stock Status Report by Phil Rigby, Incidental Catch by Steve Hoag) also
will be sent to the SSC. A third paper, Sablefish Stock Status Report by
Barry Bracken, will be available at the December 8 meeting. These
analyses should help the SSC and Council decide on alternatives for
managing the Eastern Regulatory Area.

Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands Groundfish FMP (E-6)

No decisions will be made regarding the 1981 amendment package until
February. The chairman of the incidental species workgroup will give a
summary report on its analyses. The SSC may also want to discuss the
suit being brought by western Alaska villages against the Departments of
State, Commerce, and Transportation on incidental trawl catch of salmon.



10.

11.

12.

Contracts (F-1)

No. 78-5: "Assessment of Spawning Herring and Capelin Stocks at Selected
Coastal Areas in the Eastern Bering Sea" (with ADF&G). The
infra-red portion, received as Appendix A to the Final Report,
was sent in the November 21 mailing to the entire SSC for
review and approval prior to the December Council meeting.
With approval of this report, the entire contract can be
closed.

No. 79-3: "Troll Salmon Tag Recovery Program" (with ADF&G). George
Utermohle sent his revised final report to the SSC Salmon
workgroup on November 7th. With SSC and Council approval, this
contract can be closed.

No. 79-4: "Analysis of Southeastern Alaska Troll Fisheries Data" (with
ADF&G). A progress report dated October 31, 1980 was sent in
the November 21 mailing to the SSC Salmon workgroup for review.
Included as an appendix to the report is a preliminary report
on spatial and temporal variation in shaker catch rates.

No. 80-5: "A Study of the Offshore Chinook and Coho Salmon Fishery Off
Alaska" (with NRC). This report, when received, will be sent
to the whole SSC for general review.

No. 80~6: "A Study to Determine the Applicability of Limited Entry in
the Halibut Fishery Off Alaska" (with TetraTech). A draft
final report was sent to the SSC on November 18, 1980 (and to
others previously) for review and comment. Depending on the
comments received, the contract could be given final approval
in December.

No. 81-3: "A Comparison of Halibut and Crab Catches In: (1) Side-Entry
and Top-Entry Crab Pots; and (2) Side-Entry Crab Pots With and
Without Tanner Boards". The draft Final Report was sent to the
SSC on November 20th for review and comment. It is unlikely
that there will be enough time to review the document for the
December meeting, but it may be advisable to set up a review
committee for review prior to the January SSC meeting.

Marine Mammal RFP (F-2)

Request for Proposals for a Study of Data on Feeding Habits and Food
Requirements of Marine Mammals in the Bering Sea. This RFP has been sent
for review on November 3 to Aron and Burns, among others. Deadline for
comments was December 1. With SSC and Council approval of the RFP, we
will advertise it on December 20.

Other RFP's (F-3)

Don Rosenberg (letter of September 30, 1980) requested these other RFP's
be developed: Herring Stock Data (Millikan); Incidental Catch of Salmon
(Burgner); Predator/Prey Interaction (Balsiger). These RFP's, once
fleshed out, will require about 2-3 months to be translated into a signed
contract for research. SSC approval of these RFP's at this meeting would
accelerate contract development.
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AGENDA

BOARD/COUNCIL MEETING
Alaska Room, Westward Hilton
Tuesday, December 9, 1980

9:00 a.m. King Crab

Status report of plan - Fred Gaffney
Public Hearing

Tanner Crab
Status report of fishery - Marty Eaton
Status report on resources - Bob Otto

Public Hearing

Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands Groundfish

Status report on plan amendment - Loh-Lee Low
Status report on incidental catch report - Richard Marasco
Public Hearing

p.m. Bering Sea Herring

Status report on fishery and management strategy - ADF&G
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January 5:

January 6:

January 7:

January 8:

January 9:

DRAFT AGENDA

Alaska Board of Fisheries -
North Pacific Fishery Management Council
Juneau Troll Salmon Hearings

Joint Meeting 9 a.m.

1980 Season
Stock Status
State Management Plan

Staff Reports. ADF&G

NPFMC - PDT Review - Plan Progress
NRC Contract
FCZ Limited Entry
CFEC - Hand Troll Limited Entry
NMFS - Legal Questions?

Joint Public Hearing - Time Available
Joint Public Hearing

Joint Hearing as Required
Joint Meeting - General discussion on direction

Board/Council meet separately proposal consideration

Proposal consideration
Joint meeting to review results






