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A4

Overview of the NMFS regulatory process
How a Council FMP is reviewed.

» \Who does what?

» Why does it take so long?

» What improves the process?
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NMFS Regulatory Process -
Lo SF Responsibilities

Coordinate with
Councill

Litigation

Coordinate with Draft
Headquarters j Regulations
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i Software

Public
outreach

Build and

Inatall Press

releases

é Scale -

inspection

Workshops
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@ Types of Fishery Management
’) Actions

Number of Actionsin 2011

Exempted Fishing Permits

Scientific Research Permits

Analyses

Regulatory Amendments |
FMP Amendments

Correspondence/letters |

Inseason Actions
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Regional Office Review

Amendments and other actions are first reviewed
at the Region:

>

Legal requirements, science, policy, implementation, and
enforcement

Review for compliance with NEPA

Protected species review and consultation (MMPA and
ESA Section 7)

Essential fish habitat review and consultation
Certify overfishing definition (Nat’'l Standard 1)
Certify economic analyses (E.O. 12866 & RFA)
Forward to Headquarters unless flawed
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é Why it takes so long...

“This is a very complicated case. You know, a lotta
ins, a lotta outs, a lotta what-have-yous. And, uh, a
lotta strands to keep in my head, man.”

— J. Lebowski (Pers. Comm. 1998)




NOAA

FISHERIES
SERVICE

Participants in the Review Process
(Somewhat Simplified)

‘ch.w &5

Start ‘ Reg Writer

‘ Editor gﬁ;gfh ‘ ARA ‘ PRA 6 Reg. Econ. ‘ NEPA Coordinator
6 £ & Habitat 6 OMD
Protected @ LE RAM Conservation

Resources Enforcement)

) NMFS GCAK/
() Edits j) GCEL

& = AKR sF staff & T

6 = Other AKR NMFS Staff

‘ NPFMC
= AKR Enforcement

L0 NMFS (2 NOAA ¢
fg = General Counsel <J Clearance FFl J GC . 8(()38
& -=\pruc
Federal Register 6 DOC 6 &
- . f] y g g 2§
Cj) ] Headquaners Formattlng & ik POIlcy . OMB :.

- Publication
(NOAA & others) Finish

(Repeat for Final Rule) 9
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Alaska Region
Sustainable Fisheries Division

- 31 Staff (Half Regulatory & Half
Implementation) |

Assistant Regional
Administrator for SF

(Glenn M.)

Deputy o - i . - S .
Assistant Inseason Catch Share Ecosystem Catch Regional NEPA
Regional Management Branch Branch Accounting Coordinator
Administrator (Mary F.) (Rachel B.) (Melanie B.) (Jennifer M.) (Gretchen H.)
(Sally B.)

Specialists/ Specialists / Specialists Specialists / Specialists

editor/ Biologists Biologists

economist

Seanbob K.

Peggy M.
Josh K. Gwen H.

Jeff H.
Tom P.
Mary G.

Sarah E.

Jennifer W.
Suja H.
Jason G.

Alan K.

Gabrielle A.
Brandee G.
Patsy B.

Ben M.
Becky C.

Eric M.

Krista M. Karen P.
Steve W. Julie S.
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»,  Under Secretary of Commerce
| (Dr. Lubchenco)

. General Assistant
Counsel Administrator for
m (Schiffer) Fisheries

(Rauch 1l (A))

i B i el
Assistant
Counsel Counsel Deputy Aﬁf,',?n?sr}rator
(Friedman) (Ward) Assistant for Operations
Administrator (Doremus)
Regulatory
Programs
EQZ?{S.? Tﬁﬁgt . Alaska Section (Ris%nhoover)
GCEL, 2 Staff) (Lindeman) Lay
' Enforcement
n Alaska (Buckson)
Regional
Administrator
(Balsiger)
) Alaska Region
AK Region i =
Sustainable p (Tinsiey-hysrs)
Fisheries
(Merrill)
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é. Improving the process

Drafting regulations takes time, but goes faster when: &
* Integrated with the Council

| * Clear Project Plan
' * Control Complexity

'NMFS can publish a proposed rule in less than a
| year of Council final action with:

* Frontloading; and
| * Involvement during the Council’'s development of the action
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June 2011

Another example: Amendment 93
GOA Chinook Bycatch

» Council Final Action

» Notice of Availability

November 2011 BN

* Proposed Rule

December 2011 BE:=NSaes

- FMP Amendment
February 2012  [fysSadiiahs







