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Why?
Periodic high crab bycatch in
other pot fisheries
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Project Objectives

Host Conduct Field Disseminate
host an industry conduct laboratory field testing of disseminate
gear committee experiments to modifications on information.
meeting and determine bycatch fishing grounds,
determine gear reduction and
modifications to be effectiveness of pot

tested, modifications,
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Lab Methods

Gear test

Crab samples panel variants
placed on no-bait

MethOdS side of tank
Lab & Field

Overview

Basic data recorded:
« pass/no pass through the test panel
* species, size, and sex

Basic controls:
* random draws, # crabs per trial
* bait, soak time, temp




Field Methods

Boats chosen — gear placed:

I\/l ethOdS « gear options split among boats

* training/directions for data collection

Lab & Fleld » recording pot-level fish/crab catches

. » fishing activity not prescribed
Ove r'view » distribute test gear among all gear

* record scale of all gear as reference

Adjustments to cover opportunities:

* monitor total test crab catches

* adjust gear options if needed

* adjust seasonal coverage if needed

Other field observations:

* behavioral monitoring with video
* vessel or gear problems

* typical/atypical fleet activity
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Results
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Preliminary
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Across all boats, gear variants

CPUE POTS
20 mCodCPUE ERKCCPUE  m Potlifts

Preliminary Results g B
RKC Field 2 " .
SEP 2021 .
Pot Cod Fishery .

Sock Sock Mod Sock w.VertP Sock w.FalseT Hilty Hilty w.FalseT Neptune

Gear Type & Modification All Vessels
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By vessel and gear variant
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Gear Type & Maodification by Vessel
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BREP LAB & Target Species
FIELD WORK CoD HALIBUT
Lab 1 NOV 2019
Lab 3 NOV 2020 Not part of
. RKC Field1  JAN 2021 this BREP
"fﬁ Field2  SEP 2021 Project
o Field5  SEP 2022
= 1ab2 MAR 2020
8 Not part of ab 4 MAR 2022
= | orlLO this BREP Field 3 SEP 2021
N ext Ste pS Project Field4  MAR-SEP '22

Notes: upcoming projectwork in red
(=}

Lab1 RKC delivered to Kodiakfrom the fishery

Lab 2 Opilio delivered to Kodiakfrom the fishery - COVID altered
Lab 3 REC deliverad to Kodiakfrom the fishery

Lab 4 Opilio delivered to Kodiakfrom the fishary

Field 1 2 boats, Bering Sea grounds, very few crab

Field 2 4 boats, Bristol Bay, high crab encounters, field 5 planned
Fiegld 3 1 boat, Bering 52a halibut, ro crabencounters

Figld 4 scheduled forhalibut (8 boats TEBD)

Figld 5 scheduled ford boats, Bristol Bay
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