
Conservation and Management of Pacific 
Walrus in a Warming Arctic
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Pacific Walrus and the Endangered 
Species Act

Listing process and history:
2008:  Petition to list under the ESA
2010:  Information gathering and analysis of threats
2017:  Decision  listing  is “not warranted”
2018-2021: Court challenges and appeals
2022: Remanded to FWS?
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Species Status Assessment

Analysis  Objectives:
• Collect/summarize best available information on 

population stressors

• Project stressors forward in time  (3 generations)

• Evaluate how the stressors are likely to interact and 
their cumulative effect on the population over time
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Major findings:
• Current conditions: population 

relatively large and robust, 
abundance stressors relatively low. 

• Abundance stressors are expected 
to increase into the future.

• There is  considerable uncertainty 
regarding population responses

• Management actions have the 
potential  to influence future 
population changes

Species Status Assessment
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Rate of mortality and significant injury:

US fisheries: BSAI flatfish trawl fishery
0.6 ± 0.89 per year (2015-2019)

Russian fisheries: Pollock trawl fisheries 
Anecdotal reports - Rate unknown 

Synopsis: Direct interactions and mortality rates 
appear to be low.  Interactions are expected to 
increase as commercial fisheries move north

Commercial fisheries interactions
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• Northern range shift
• Increased dependence on haulouts

o Less offshore feeding opportunities
o Greater energetic costs associated with feeding
o Increased disturbances and mortality at coastal 

haulouts
We expect  a population decline - the timing and 
magnitude of the decline is unknown

Future outlook
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Management priorities:
• Protect important habitats (Disturbance 

mitigation)

• Ensure harvests remain sustainable

• Mitigate impacts of commercial activities

• Establish and support management structures and 
conservation partnerships

Adapting to climate change
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Goal: Mitigate disturbances
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Outreach
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Walrus Haulout “Geofencing”
For marine mammal shoreline 
haulouts

• GPS-based virtual perimeter for vessel using Automatic Identification System (AIS).

• It creates temporary, virtual fences to minimize impacts to species and communities and 
promote safe vessel transit. 
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Geofence results: Cape Seniavin
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• Vessel disturbances are common, 
particularly in commercial fishing areas: e.g. 
Cape Seniavin on the Alaska Peninsula 
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Targeted outreach from geofence results:

• 2020 Geofence results indicated specific user groups to target 
for outreach

• Outreach to commercial fishermen:
– Coordination with seafood processors to distribute materials to fleet
– Coordination with fishing “gear” groups: email newsletters
– Article in June edition of Pacific Fishing Magazine 

• Outreach to commercial shipping 
companies with vessels detected within 
geofences

• Joint outreach with Qayassiq Walrus 
Commission in Bristol Bay Native 
Association newsletter

To report incidences of disturbance 
or harassment please contact: 
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Law Enforcement 

1011 East Tudor Road, MS 151 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-6199 

Toll free: 1-800-858-7621 
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Questions?
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