Conservation and Management of Pacific
Walrus in a Warming Arctic
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Pacific Walrus and the Endangered

Species Act

Listing process and history:
2008: Petition to list under the ESA
2010: Information gathering and analysis of threats
2017: Decision listing is “not warranted”

2018-2021: Court challenges and appeals
2022: Remanded to FWS?




Species Status Assessment

Analysis Objectives:

 Collect/summarize best available information on
population stressors

* Project stressors forward in time (3 generations)

 Evaluate how the stressors are likely to interact and
their cumulative effect on the population over time
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Species Status Assessment
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Commercial fisheries interactions

Rate of mortality and significant injury:

US fisheries: BSAI flatfish trawl fishery
0.6 = 0.89 per year (2015-2019)

Russian fisheries: Pollock trawl fisheries
Anecdotal reports - Rate unknown

Synopsis: Direct interactions and mortality rates
appear to be low. Interactions are expected to
increase as commercial fisheries move north




Future outlook
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Adapting to climate change

Management priorities:

» Protect important habitats (Disturbance
mitigation)

e Ensure harvests remain sustainable
o= Vlitigate impacts of commercial activities

s& Estaplish and support management structures and
conservation partnerships




Goal: Mitigate disturbances
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Outreach

How to avoid disturbance of
Pacific walruses in Bristol Bay

Guidelines for Mariners

In Bristo] Bay during the months of
Mareh through December, walruges may
be encountered in the water and ros

an shore at Round and Hagemeister
Tslands, Capes Peirce, Newenham,
Seniavin, Greig and Cinder River, Round
Island is parl of the Walrus Islands Suale
Game Sancluary and there ave slate
regulations specifie to that area mariners
should follow. The guidelines provided
here do not supersede or amend the
state’s vegulations for Round Tsland.

The Marine Mamenal Protection Act
(MMPA} prohibils the take of all marine
marmal species in U8, waters. Tuke ig
delined as “lo hurass, hunt, caplure, or
kill, or attempt to harass, hunt, eapture,
or kill any marine mammal.” Har: nent
is definod under the MMPA s “any et of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which has
the polential Lo injure a marine mammal
or marine mammal stoek in the wild;

or hus the polential w dislurb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stoek in the
wild by eansing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or shelteving.” Take is fuvther
defined by regulation to include feeding
or altlempling Lo [eed a marine mammal
in the wild. Some exceplions are made
for authorized scientifie research and
subsistenee hunting by Alaslka Natives.

Disturbance

Marine mammals swimeming or hauled
auton land, rock or ice are sensitive

Lo boats, and human presence. Noises,
smells, and sights may elicil 4 Oight
resclion. Trampling deaths associaled
with haulout distnrbance are among

the largest known sourecs of natural
movtality for walrnses. Froquent or

pro nng@d disturbances may even result
in long-term haulout abandonment. Your
vessel may nol be the only one that day
Lhat has inleracted with a particular
proup of walruses, please be aware that
inereasing levels of disturbance may
oceur with cach suecessive interaction.
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Signs of Disturbance

Sigms of disturbance to animals hanled
nelude any of the

following behaviors (generally listed in

increasing intensity of disturbancey

Several individuals raising Lheir heads
simullaneou:

Increased voealizations

Inereased interactions among
individuals in the herd

Aggressive hehavior by animals
towards the disturbance Mavement
towards the water

Hurried eniry into the water

Mueh ol the disturbance Lhal impacts
marine mammals in the water is
relared to underwater sound produced
by a vessel's cngines and propellers,
Cantiously move away from the animals
if you observe any of the following
behaviors:

Rapid changes in diveetion or
swimming speed
Erralie swimming pallerns
Grouping up and “head bobbing”
to investipate the souree of the
dizturbance
Escape tacties such as prolonged
diving, underwater exhalation,
underwater eourse changes, or vapid
swimming at the surface
Femnales altempting to shield a call
with her body or by her movements

Guidelines for Vessel Operation

Note that state waters (0 - 3 nautical
miles) around Round Island, within the
Walrus Tslands State Game Sanctuary
are elosed to all aceess without prior
authorization under state regulations,

The following should be obgerved lor all
other Bristol Bay haulouts:

Walises mortalify due to disturbence

Vessels less than 50 feet, in length
should remain at least (L3 naotical
miles away [rom a walrug haulout.
Vessels 50 [eel or more bul less Lhan
100 [eel in length should remain al.
least one nauteal mile away from &
walrus havdont.

Vesscels 100 foet or more in length
should remain at least three nautical
miles away from a walrus havlout,

All veasels should vefrain from
anchoring or eondueting tendering or
lishing operalivns within three naulical
miles of a walrus hauloul.

Reduce noise levels near haulouls.
Avold sudden ehanges in engine
noise, using lond speakers, loud deck
cquipment or other operationa that

produee noise when in the vicinity of
walrus hanlonts.

Avoid excessive speed or sudden
changes in speed or direclion when
approaching or deparling walrus
haulout aresr, Vessels traveling in a
predictable manner appear to be loss
disturbing to swimming walruses.

Mariners should take every precaution
w avoid harassment of concentrations

ol walruses in Lhe waler. Harassmenl or
pursuit of murine mammals is prohibited
by under the Marine Muammal Protection
Act. Never attempt to herd, chase, or
separate groups of walruses.

= Reduce speed and maintaln a minimym
0.5 naulical mile exclusion zone around
Teeding walcus

To report incidences of disturbance or
harassment contact:

U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, Alaska
Division of Law Enforcement

1011 E. Tudor Road

Anchorage Alaska 99503-6199

Toll free: 1-800-858-7621

Anlhuny Fischach |

Don’t operate your vessel in such a way
ag to separate members of a group of
walruses [rom olher members of the
group.

When weather e onclitions require, such
as when visibi

adjust speed aceor dingly to av 1d the
likelihood of injury to wahuscs.

For more information abour walruses,
contactL.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Alaska

Marine Mammals Management Field
Office

1011 E. Tudor Road, MS-341
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

907/786 3800 or B0O/362 5148

May 2021




* It creates temporary, virtual fences to minimizeimpacts to species and communities and
promote safe vessel transit.
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e Vessel disturbancesare common,
particularly in commercial fishing areas: e.g.
Cape Seniavin on the Alaska Peninsula




Targeted outreach from geofence results:

« 2020 Geofence results indicated specific user groups to target
for outreach

* Outreach to commercial fishermen:
— Coordination with seafood processors to distribute materials to fleet PAEII:IEHSHING

q g . n . “ ” . THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR FISHERMEN
— Coordination with fishing “gear” groups: email newsletters

o - e _ Alaska fishermen, please mind the walrus!
— Article in June edition of Pacific Fishing Magazine - o o
The US. Fish and g Alaska fishermen for The letl maps of significant haulouts, is
i this walruses from distur- 5m :
oastal P d af t tifl
e “Pacific walruses be encountered from March to December  avoi mnce of Pacific walruses in Bristol Bay
=k Ty, e y J throughout Bristol Bay and the Alaska Peninsula,” the agency says tinyu njduhnz. &
Ry v NP AR, X in a letter to fishermen.

Walruses can panic when startled by unexpected smells, sights,

s  Outreach to commercial shipping
companies with vessels detected within
geofences

» Joint outreach with Qayassiq Walrus
axiN Commission in Bristol Bay Native
Association newsletter

To report incidences of disturbance
or harassment please contact
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service
Division of Law Enforcement
1011 East Tudor Road, MS 151
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-6199

. ' L ' | _ Toll free: 1-800-858-7621
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Questions?
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